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' But hoary-headed selfishness has felt 
Its death-blow, and is tottering to the grave : 
A brighter morn awaits the human day, 
When every transfer of earth's natural gifts 
Shall be a commerce of good words and works." 

— Shelley. 
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St;crctary and Manager, i86y-ic)o6. 
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PREFACE. 



(Sv-^" 



)aHEN the committee so kindly conveyed to me 



^^ their unanimous desire that I should undertake 

the writing of this history, I must confess how 

loth I was to lay down the work I had in hand, inasmuch 

as the years are fleeting and the field of local historical 

research is white unto harvest, and the labourers are few. 

On reflection, however, I came to feel that a duty was 
laid upon me to help in doing honour to those humble 
men who, fifty years ago, set in motion such a beneficent 
force as co-operation has proved to be in our midst, and 
at much inconvenience to myself I finally acceded to 
their request. The result has been that, as the facts 
have crystallized around various epochs, I have realized 
the sterling worth of some of these rugged personalities, 
and am thankful to have been the instrument in rescuing 
their names and labours from the oblivion which broods 
alike o'er costly marble and grass-grown mound. 



b I'RI'KACIC. 

This skrtcli makrs iio alti'iupl lo rcconi cviTylluiiK' 
My aim has hccn to rccoN'cr somctliiiif; ol llio old ciithvi- 
siasm tliat inspired (lir iiionccrs and caily Wdilvcis who 
put tlioir liand to the plough without an\' thought of 
looking Inu-k, and standing witliin Uu- spell <il such whole- 
hearted de\'otion 1 i\a\'e endeavoured to interpret suh- 
secjueut es'enis in tlie light of the Society's best niomeids, 

I am none the less anxious to perpetuate tlie memory 
ol those early workers who gave so freely of their lu^st 
thought and elTort to establish o\ir Society on a lirm and 
lasting basis. How long and arduously they toiled 1 
liaA'c tried to portray ; how well they succeeded is proved 
by the Society's existence and positi(ni to-day. 

In fact, if co-operation is to go forward to victory in 
any encounter that ma,y be provoked by com])elilioii in 
its prc^sent hybrid form, she nnist return lo \\vr first 
allegiance. It is impossible for her lo rcH-onstrncI soci(^ty 
with competition for a mate, such a union would lu' sterile, 
and this fair land of onrs b(^ given over to (^ven worse 
forms of sellislmess. 

("o-operation is indeed a. unifying force in a, comnnmity, 
if proseculeil in sincerity. Ihider its beneliceiil sway 
all the dividing lines of creeds and parties, and of no creed 
or ])arty in particuhir, are drawn together by u. conunon 
interest, and work togi^ther for IIk^ common good. This 
iluva not mean that such diversities .'ire dissolviul in a, 
bath of sellislmess, but rather that th(! sellish instincts 
conmion to religious and scu-nlar institutions in varying 
def^rees will be eliminated to lh(^ gain of the conmnmity. 



wluM) lluMV is a nmlual ivoo!;i\i(ion aviMiml (ho ooiumiltoo 
lahlo tluU ■•iUI wo aiv liivthivii," 

M\ a<-l<iio\vKHl{;inonls aiv duo lii-st ol all to Mr. J. 11. 
Hinolilitlo. tl»o writor ol tho Jiihiloo llisiorx ol the Slaly- 
l>riil_t;o riotHJ InioiU Inihistrial ro-oporaii\o SooioU' 
I.MuilOil, foi- kiiully allowinj; mo \o plaoo lioforo tho roador 
in my lii-si ohaplor iho ivsiihs of liis wide ivadiiij; in tho 
oarh' histov\- ol tho luovomoni, with a hriol but hioid 
aoooiint of Iho lifo and work of .siioh ii\on as Kohort Owou 
and ('ioorf;o Jaoo'o Hotyoako, Ovo. Tho inohision of this 
nsof\d information is duo d^ tho \onn};or j^onoration of 
oo-oporaloi's, who nood to hooomo aoqnaintod with Ihoso 
nolilo oxpononis of tho i;onivis of oo-oporation. 

1 am also ijroatly it\dohtod to tho Si-orotary of our 
.^ooioly lor tho Inioks and divuntonts ho has plaood at 
m\ disposal, anil fully apjirooiato his kunont that his 
soaniN loisuro alYordod hitn no opiioriiuiitx' of helpiui; 
n\o as ho oould l^avo wishod. 

(>il!or aokuowlodtjmouts aro duo to thoso old momhors 
and friouds whom 1 havo intorviowod with varyiui; 
snoooss lospoctitit; iho hoj^inniiii;^ of our .Sooioty, and 1 
would not bo uiunindful of thoso who havo rospondod to 
t\iy ivqnost for tho loan of photographs, ospooially thoso 
who laid no omharj;o on tho loai\. hnl, liko truo oo- 
oporators. woro proparod to saoritioo tho photograph, it" 
t\oooss,<r\ . or go to any oxponso in thoir anxioty to 
ohligo mo in my dosiro to jvndor tho hisior\ worthy of 
our Sooiolw 
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PREFACE. 



Further, the kind assistance rendered by Mr. John 
Bradbury, in connection with the photographic repro- 
ductions which adorn what I hope will be regarded as an 
interesting souvenir of the Jubilee of the Stocksbridge Band 
of Hope Industrial Co-operative Society Limited, must not 
be overlooked — it has been much appreciated. 

Joseph Kenworthy. 



» ..y. 
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CHAPTER I. 



A Brief Historical Review of Co-operatiox and the mex 

WHO LAID THE FOUNDATIONS THEREOF. 



' Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, 
Their homely joys, and destiny obscure ; 
Xor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile. 
The short and simple annals of the poor." 

— Gray. 



Tte hard lot of the workers— The first Factory Act — 
Robert Owen. 

fHE lot of the workers at the end of the i8th century, 
and in the early part of the 19th, was a hard one. 
In 1802 the first Factory Act was passed at the instance 
of Sir Robert Peel. It was described as an Act " for the 
preservation of the health and morals of apprentices and 
others employed in cotton and other miUs." The imme- 
diate cause of the Bill was the fearful spread through the 
factory districts of Manchester of epidemic disease, owing 
to the overwork,, scanty food, wTetched clothing, long 
hours, bE|,d ventilation, and overcrowding in unhealthy 
dweUings of the workpeople, especially the children. 
The hours of work were reduced to twelve per day, but 
the Act did not apply to children residing near the factory 
in which they were employed, for they were supposed 
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to be under the supervision of their parents. In his 
" Industrial History of England," Mr. H. Gibbins says : 
" We hear of children and young people in factories over- 
worked and beaten as if they were slaves ; " and Southey, 
writing in 1833, said of factory labour that the slave 
trade was mercy compared to it. 

To Robert Owen is due the credit of being the originator 
of co-operation. He was born in 1771, at the commence- 
ment of the new system of industrial life. The factory 
system took the place of the domestic, and the conditions 
of labour were entirely changed. The people whose 
labour was rapidly displaced by machinery could not 
so rapidly adapt themselves to the new conditions, and 
there was deep poverty and severe suffering. This was 
the problem that faced Robert Owen, and in an endeavour 
to solve it he spent his life. He saw the danger lurking 
in the discontent of the people with regard to the appor- 
tionment of the wealth of the country, and he set himself 
to do what he could to avoid that danger. He devoted 
his time, money, and energy to the education and welfare 
of the people from whom co-operators sprang, with the 
result that in later years it became very much easier 
to co-operate. He had lived amongst the people, and 
knew what they suffered, and he made it his chief aim 
to ameliorate, as far as he could, their lot. He suffered 
for his efforts ; derision and scoffing came to him, but 
he never turned aside. 

After occupying situations in large drapery businesses, 
including one in St. Ann's Square, Manchester, and being 
a partner of a concern which made what were called 
mules, he became a manufacturer of fine yarn, first as 
an individual employer and afterwards as partner in a 
larger concern, and was regarded as one of the best judges 
of cotton in the market. 

How to get the most out of the machinery of Watt, 
Arkwright, Crompton, and others, became the first con- 
sideration of the majority of the cotton manufacturers, 
and the factory system was pushed to extremes. By 
means of the Factory Acts and in other ways much has 
been done to remove those evils, and the lot of the 
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present-day mill worker is a happy one indeed compared 
witli that of the worker in the same position in Owen's 
days. 

On the 1st January, 1800, he commenced operations 
as a cotton manufacturer at New Lanark, Scotland, and 
at once commenced an experiment for the improvement 
of the condition of the workers, his aim being not to be 
a manager of cotton mills only, but to change the circum- 
stances by which the people were surrounded, and which 
were so injurious to them. By the directions of Mr. 
Dale (his predecessor), the pauper children working at 
the mills — who were in those days brought in large 
numbers from other parishes and housed in sheds — had 
been well lodged, fed, and clothed ; but Owen decided 
that no more pauper children should be received. He 
also determined that the village streets should be im- 
proved, and that better houses should be built to receive 
families to fill the places of the pauper children. There 
was at that time little, if any, protection of the workers 
by the law, but Owen did so much for them that objec- 
tions were raised by his partners, who thought he was 
expending too great a portion of the profits in that direc- 
tion. He found a ruinous system of credit in operation, 
the small shopkeepers buying and selling on credit at 
high prices. He opened stores ; bought for cash and 
sold at cost, at a saving to the people, it is said, of 25 
per cent. The distrust of the workpeople was gradually 
removed, and when Owen, although he had to close the 
mills in consequence of the embargo placed by the United 
States on the export of raw cotton, paid them full wages 
for nearly four months, their complete confidence was 
gained. In spite of the opposition of his partners, who 
were in two cases bought out, he had schools erected, 
and although the cost per child was about £z per year 
the parents were charged only 3s. per year, the firm 
paying the difference. At twelve years of age tlie children 
could be sent into the works to contribute to the support 
of the family. He met with opposition not only from 
his partners, but from other factory owners, and even 
from the clergy, the latter seeming to think that his 
2 
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efforts in the direction of education were an interference 
in their province. Others regarded the intellectual 
advancement of the workpeople as a political danger, 
and there was a risk of reform being denounced as an 
effort to upset the throne, attack property, and over- 
throw religion. Lloyd Jones, the author of " The Life 
and Times of Robert Owen," says, however, that in the 
matter of education for the people Owen was successful 
beyond his most sanguine expectations, and that there 
is every reason to beheve that his last partners were 
thoroughly satisfied with his management as an employer 
of labour and a maker of profit, the profit realised being 
more than the deed of partnership required. The 
villagers presented a written address to the partners, 
thanking them for the many advantages enjoyed, and 
expressing a desire that all cotton spinners might enjoy 
the same advantages. 

One of the strongest arguments for the existence of 
our co-operative movement is found in the opposition 
of Owen's partners to his efforts on behalf of the people. 
The partners were so afraid that their profits might be 
reduced that they forced a dissolution of partnership. 
Yet his management of the New Lanark Mills was so 
successful that, after paying 5 per cent on the capital 
employed, the net profit was at the rate of £40,000 a 
year. What an immense amount of good for the people 
might have been done had that profit been devoted to 
the purposes of the many, instead of taken by the few. 

As showing the disinterestedness of the man, it may 
be mentioned that the meetings held in London for the 
fighting of the cause of the factory children cost him 
£4,000. He purchased thirty thousand extra copies of 
papers containing the reports, and had copies sent to 
the ministers of all the parishes in the kingdom, and to 
all members of both Houses of Parliament. 

It is related elsewhere that in 1829 there were estab- 
lished 130 co-operative societies, and that by the end of 
1831, although the exact number cannot be given, there 
were about 250 societies. The work of Robert Owen had 
prepared the way for their establishment, and although 
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most of them went out of existence, they in turn had 
prepared the way for such societies as ours, on the 
Rochdale system. As Lloyd Jones puts it, it constitutes 
a special claim on our gratitude that Robert Owen 
brought into practical activity for the public good the 
energies of the humblest and poorest to augment the 
vast popular power by which the present co-operative 
movement is sustained. He laboured for the people ; 
he died working for thern ; and his last thought was 
for their welfare. He was laid to rest within a short 
distance of his birthplace in 1858. 

In October, igo8, the Co-operative Wholesale Society 
held an exhibition at Newtown of co-operative produc- 
tions, to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary- of the 
death of Robert Owen. A few years before, appreciation 
in a tangible form had been shown. Opposite the house 
wherein he was born stands a public library', and a tablet 
indicates that the Co-operative Union, acting on behalf 
of the societies of the country, was by far the largest 
donor to the building fund. A portion of the building 
is dedicated to his memory, another tablet making that 
fact known. Co-operators have also erected a memorial 
over the grave in Newtown churchyard, and it has been 
placed in the care of the local society by the Co-operative 
Union . 

Geofge Jacob Holyoake and what he did 
for Co-operation. 

As the life and work of Robert Owen had such an 
influence in the direction of co-operation as we know it, 
so, it is thought, should any history of the co-operative 
movement, whether in a town or over the world, include 
more than a passing mention of the later work of G. J. 
Holyoake. 

He was born in Birmingham on the 13th April, 1817, 
in days of social ferment. A commercial panic had 
reduced his parents from comparative comfort to anxious 
privation. His mother was a deeply religious woman, 
and brought up the boy very carefully. At the Sunday 
School he was considered so extremely pious that he was 
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called " The angel child." He began his business career 
in days when labour was absolutely at the mercy of 
capital, and when it was almost a social misdemeanour 
for a working man to take an active part in politics. 
Before he was seven years of age he worked in a business 
conducted by his mother, and at nine he commenced 
regular work as a whitesmith. The impression he received 
while working at the foundry, of the petty tyranny of 
masters and the apathy and helplessness of workmen, 
played no small part in shaping his career. He came 
under the influence of Robert Owen in 1837, and in con- 
sequence of the bitterness of the clergy towards Owen 
and those who held his views, and because of their 
accusations of heresy, was led to taking sides with free- 
thought. During the same year he began his advocacy 
of co-operation. With three fellow students of the 
Mechanics' Institute he formed a small Utopian com- 
munity, and they all four lived together in an " associated 
house." What these young men advocated on a large 
scale they sought to practise on a small one, on the 
principle that one should do what one could, when unable 
to do what one would. 

Mr. Holyoake associated with the Chartists imme- 
diately after the passing of the Reform Bill, when he 
was but 15 years of age ; but, although a Chartist and 
frequently acting with the party, he never joined in 
their war upon the Whigs. He even published a criticism 
of Chartism, in which he suggested that violent action 
was altogether unnecessary, and he became an exponent 
of the best aspirations of the working classes. He became 
an uncompromising foe of churches and churchmen, and 
that attitude was mainly due to the relentlessness with 
which the Church persecuted unfriended free thought, 
and the harsh legality by which it gathered taxes from 
the very poor of the parish in which he lived. One of 
his earliest memories was of a time when his parents were 
straggling to keep the wolf from the door and his little 
sister fell dangerously ill, sadly needing all the nourish- 
ments that could be afforded. The money laid aside for 
the church rate or Easter dues had to be expended on 
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suitable food for the sick child. Within a few days the 
rector issued a summons, and dreading the possible 
warrant of distraint, such as had been served upon a 
neighbour, the mother took the money herself, none of the 
children being old enough to pay the dues. She was kept 
waiting at the court five or six hours until the case was 
called, and when she returned the child was a corpse. 
So very dear was this young sister to him that from the 
moment of her death he unconsciously turned his heart 
to methods of secular deliverance. Mr. Holyoake has 
been described as an atheist ; Mr. C. W. F. Goss, author 
of the admirable bibliography of the writings of G. J. 
Holyoake, says he was not an atheist, although he was 
wholly for the right of atheism, or any other opinion that 
appealed to reason to be heard. 

In 1845 the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows offered 
five prizes of £10 each for five new lectures on Charity, 
Truth, Knowledge, Science, and Progression, to be read 
to members of the Order in taking successive degrees. 
There were 79 competitors, some of them clergymen, and 
Mr. Holyoake, taking for his motto " Justitia Sufficit," 
was awarded the whole of the five prizes. The lectures 
were sanctioned by the Bristol A.M.C. in June, 1846, and 
publislied. They are still used. 

He was one of the most earnest advocates of the repeal 
of the taxes on knowledge. One of his experiences was 
to be sued by the Government for publishing newspapers 
on unstamped paper. Early in the " thirties " the price 
of a newspaper was yd., including the 4d. revenue tax. In 
1836 this tax was reduced to id., and in 1849 ^^- Holyoake 
became one of the active and enterprising members of an 
association formed to secure the exemption of the Press 
from all taxation. Each copy of a paper sold without a stamp 
involved a fine of ;£20 and possible imprisonment, and it 
is said that he incurred penalities to the extent of ^^600, 000. 
The Treasury authorities appealed to Mr. Gladstone, 
whose reply was that he knew Mr. Holyoake's object was 
not to break the law but to test it, and who shortly after- 
wards repealed the taxes which fettered the press. The 
repeal of the Act caused the prosecution to be abandoned. 
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The first paxt of the history of co-operation in Roch- 
dale, 1844-1857, written by Mr. Holyoake, was issued in 
1858 under the title " Self- Help by the People." The 
book was reproduced in every European language, while 
in England it was the seed from which sprang 250 
co-operati\'e societies in two years. Later a second part 
was added, and the whole published in one volume 
entitled " History of the Rochdale Pioneers." This has 
been reprinted three times, the last issue being dated 
1907. 

In 1868 he became editor and joint proprietor of the 
Social Economist, which was, with true co-operative 
spirit, suspended in order that the Co-operative News 
might be the collective organ of co-operation. 

His greatest literary work for the movement, how- 
ever, is the " History of Co-operation," commenced in 
1S73. The first volume was published in 1875 and the 
second in 1879. A revised and completed edition was 
published in 1906 by T. Fisher Unwin. 

Mr. Holyoake wrote the history of the great Leeds 
Industrial Co-operative Society, a society of 48,000 
members, which completed its fiftieth \-ear in 1897. At 
the advanced age of 85 he performed the ceremony of 
unveiUng a monument over the grave of Robert Owen 
in Newtown Churchyard. In 1902 Mr. Holyoake 
defended the cause of co-operation against the private 
traders. The traders had adopted their boycotting 
tactics in St. Helens and other towns, in many cases 
getting people dismissed from employment solely because 
they were members of co-operative societies, and he 
wrote a series of ten papers for the Co-operative News 
in answer to the tradesmen's arguments. They were 
afterwards published in a volume entitled " Anti-Boycott 
Papers." 

He was a close friend of such men as Garibaldi, Emer- 
son, John Bright, Richard Cobden, John Stuart Mill, 
W. E. Gladstone, and many others. His personal 
qualities were honesty, love of truth, charity, sympathy, 
unvarj'ing good nature, and fairness towards his fellows 
and towards his foes. Mr. Cobden said he was the man 
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to sav Uie most unpleasant thing in the least \mploasant 
wav." Ahnost the whole of his life he laboured for the 
caiise of social reform and to anioliorate tlie condition of 
his fellows, and as an ad\ooi\te for co-operation he helped 
to bring greater comfort and haj^piness to the oporati\e 
classes and to prox-ide working men with bettor homos, 
better wages, bettor food, and better opportunities for 
the educating of their children. He died January -'-:nd, 
loob. 

There was a unanimous resolution at tlie Birmingham 
Congress, in iqo6, that the hfe and work of the late G. J. 
Holyoake and his services to the co-operative movement 
bo perpetuated by a building bearing his name, to be 
erected as a habitation for the hoadqucu-ters of the movo- 
mont, in which facilities ma\- be fovmd for carrying on 
all kinds of work for the spread of co-operati\o ideals. 
On May uth. 1908, more than the sum asked for had 
been promised, societies totalling 2.33i.754 members 
having undertaken to contribute £2^.bb/. 

The last rites were observed at the Crematorium at 
Golders Green on Saturda\-, Januar\- J7th, 1906, and 
e\-er\ public movement with which Mr, Hoh'oake had 
been acti\el\- associated paid its tribute of respect. A 
memorial sermon preached bj- the Rev. Dr. Clifford 
described Mr. Holjoake as a soldier of freedom, one fitted 
to take his place in the great company of the prophets 
of freedom and the apostles of liberty. He (the preacher) 
had no hesitation in placing him in the ranks of that groat 
succession where they found Moses, who led the people 
into the land of promise, and of Judas Maccaba-us, with 
the hammer of (lod that broke in jrieces the tyranny of 
monarclis. He was in line with English leaders— Alfred, 
who fought against tlio oppression of the Danes, and 
Cromwell, who fought against tyranny in the name of 
religion. He had freed the press ; he was a soldier of 
liberty. Josopli Cowen had said, with reference to the 
jioople who talked glibly about his religion, that he knew 
Christian people who would not go across the street to 
help another, but that Mr. Holyoake would go to a)iy 
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trouble to do a kindness. In fact, he was a much better 
Christian than many who made a loud profession of 
religion. 

" Uy their fruits ye shall know them." 



Co-operation ptiot to I860. 

Mr. Holyoake defines co-operation as " voluntary 
cona.Tt, with equitable particijjation and control among 
all concerned in any f-nterprlse." A.s the same author sa\s, 
it has been common since the commencement of human 
society in the sense of two or more jjersfms uniting to 
attain an end which each could not attain singly. 

Mr, Owen had pointed out that one oven might sufifice 
to bake for a hundred families with little- more cost and 
trouble of attendance than a single household involved, 
and set free a hun'lred fires and a hundred domestic 
cooks. f'o-o])erative laundries were unknown in his 
days, hut he suggested that one commodious wash-house 
and laundry would save one hundred disagreeable, 
screaming, steaming, toiling wash-days in the homes of 
the people. And so could one large shop supersede 
twenty smaller shojjs and effect an enormous saving in 
administration. 

As a result of Robert Owen's activities many societies, 
originally called union shops, were formed. At the end 
of 1829 the numlK.r of societies was 130 ; in 1831 they 
had increased to 250 ; and two years later there were 
400, They divided j^rofits, not according to purchases 
but as interest on capital. 

The first co-opirative shop known in Kngland was 
that of a tailoring society in Birmingham in 1777, and 
the second a store at Mongewell, Oxfordshire, in 1794. 

Amongst others, in a list of early societies and their 
dates of establishment, the following local names 
appear : — Ashton, 1838 ; Broadbottom, 1831 ; Hyde, 
between 1830 and 1833 ; Macclesfield, 1829 ; Mottram, 
about 1S30; Mossley, about 1830; and Stockjjort, 1839. 

Most of the 400 societies referred to went out of 
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existence, some for want of legal protection against unscru- 
pulous members, others from the apathy of the members 
and the fact that working people had not acquired the 
habit of association. The Combination Laws, consoli- 
dated in 1799 and 1800, regulated the price of labour 
and the relations between masters and workmen, and 
prohibited the latter from combining for their own pro- 
tection. They were repealed in 1825. 

It was left to the Rochdale pioneei's in 1844 to inau- 
gurate a new era. The principle of dividend on purchases 
was in operation with a society at Meltham Mills, near 
Huddersfield, as early as 1827. It is also claimed to 
have been recommended by Mr. Alexander Campbell at 
Glasgow, in 1822, and at Rochdale in 1840. It is believed, 
however, that the idea was separately originated by 
Charles Howarth, one of the twenty-eight pioneers of 
Rochdale. 

A few days before Christmas, 1843, a few poor weavers, 
out of work and almost without food, met to discuss their 
condition and to make an effort to better it. They would 
become merchants and manufacturers on their own 
account. A subscription list was handed round, and a 
dozen of those present promised a weekly contribution 
of 2d. each. Three collectors called at the homes of the 
members for the subscriptions, walking miles for the 
collection of a few shillings. Other meetings were held ; 
it was decided to open a co-operative provision store, 
and their society was registered as the " Rochdale Society 
of Equitable Pioneers," on the 24th of October, 1844. 
The ground floor of a warehouse in Toad Lane was taken. 
Mr. William Cooper was appointed cashier — his duties 
were very light at first, says Mr. Holyoake ; and Mr. 
Samuel Ashworth became salesman. The stock con- 
sisted of infinitesimal quantities of iiour, butter, sugar, 
and oatmeal, of a total value of about ^^14. On the 21st 
December, 1844, they commenced business. A few of 
the co-operators, continues Mr. Holyoake, had clan- 
destinely assembled to witness their own denouement ; 
and there they stood, lilce the conspirators under Guy 
Fawkes in the Parliamentary cellars, debating on whom 
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should devolve the taking down of the shutters. One 
bold fellovkf rushed at it, and in a few minutes Toad Lane 
was in a titter, the " doffers " ventilating their opinions 
at the top of their voices, and calling " Aye ! th' owd 
weavers' shop is opened at last." A few women went 
in to ask for things they knew they could not get, just 
to look around and be able to report to others on the com- 
modities for sale and at the bareness of the shelves. It 
was declared that the shop would not be open a week. 
But those pioneers had their reward. It remained 
open, and soon they were in a position to pay interest 
on capital and dividend on purchase?. To what great 
things has the twopenny subscription led. From that 
timid beginning they have gone on until their members 
number 16,000, with a share capital of ;f3i4,ooo. They 
employ 370 people, pay £23,000 a year in wages, and 
their sales for a year amount to £350,000. 

" I knew co-operation when it was born. I stood by 
its cradle. In every journal, newspaper, and review with 
which I was connected I defended it in its infancy when 
no one thought it would live. For years I was its sole 
friend and representative in the press." 

G. J. HOLYOAKE. 





CHAPTER II. 

The Circumstances that called the Stocksbridge Band of 
Hope Industrial Co-operative Society Limited into 
Being, and the Men who were true to the Call. 



" Life is an opportunity for service, not as little as we 
dare, but as much as we can." — Westcott.. 



K|f?0 properly appraise the difficulties encountered, and 
iT) the courage displayed by the pioneers of co-opera- 
^^ tionin this valley, fifty years ago, it is necessary 
to ask the present inhabitants to readjust their mental 
vision, so that the scene projected on the screen of history 
may accurately depict for them, at any rate, the dearth 
of resources open to the fathers of the movement at the 
period under review. 

Many of those who, like the Danes of old, are now 
coming into the Little Don Valley from the shores of 
the North Sea, evidently find that the auriferous vein 
they have struck exceeds in richness their most optimistic 
dreams ; yet, some of them have been heard to un- 
generously lament that they have no abiding city here, 
but look for another wherein to enjoy their gleanings 
on the golden reef. 

We wonder what they would have thought about the 
place had they " pitched their moving tent " in our 
midst during the age of silver, when houses and lodgings 
were difficult to secure, and twelve to eighteen shillings 
a week were considered good wages for a skilled man 
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with a family, and this at a time when large families 
were fashionable in all ranks of life, and patriotic land- 
lords and manufacturers had no dread of coming on the 
land through the scarcity of " hands " foreshadowed in 
a declining birth-rate. 

In i860, the late Samuel Fox, Esq., had been on the 
scene for twenty years, and could say, with Juhus Caesar, 
" I came, I saw, I conquered." The little cotton mill 
was now the aged parent of younger buildings grouped 
aroand her, and the minds of both master and men were 
pregnant with thoughts of still greater things. They 
did not complain of the limited sphere in which their lot 
was cast ; they accepted the situation and meagre purse 
as a challenge to rise to better things ; they had come, 
as many of the " new blood " have come, to stay, but 
it was no " Dawson City " to them ; it was an oppor- 
tunity of service, not only in the works, but for the com- 
munal welfare. 

Instead of an Urban District with over 1,400 houses 
and a population of about 7,000 ; good, well-lighted 
streets ; five pubhc schools ; six churches, capable of 
seating all who seek to worship therein ; two workmen's 
institutes ; a co-operative society with its central stores 
and branch shops, together with a well-used library ; and 
dozens of shops marshalled by the side of the road as 
you go from Deepcar Station to Horner House ; there 
was in i860, comparatively speaking, only a few farm- 
houses and sundry groups of cottages scattered here and 
there on the hillside and roadside. 

In White's Post Ofifice Directory of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire for 1861, the two villages of Deepcar and 
Stocksbridge are included in a description of Bolsterstone. 
The information contained in this return of the Walder- 
shelf side of the valley discloses the everyday aspect of 
our community in a way that cannot fail to help the 
reader in forming a fairly correct estimate of the condi- 
tions prevailing in 1861, and to that end justifies its 
reproduction : — 

BOLSTERSTONE is an ancient chapelry and ecclesiastical district 
and village, situated on the summit of a lofty hill, 960 feet above 
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the sea-level, in the parish of Ecclesfield, distant 3^ miles north- 
west from it, i;J^ south-west from Deepcar station, 8J north-west 
from Sheffield, and 5 south-south-east from Penistone. It is in 
the township of Bradiield, Wortley union, in the diocese and arch- 
deaconry of York, deanery of Rotherham. The church or chapel 
of ease {St. Mary) is a very plain stone edifice, with low square 
tower and one bell, and has a nave and aisles. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, valued at /128, in the gift of the lords of the 
manor, James W. Rimington Wilson, Esq., and others. The Rev. 
John Bell, M.A., is the incumbent. Here is also a Roman Catholic 
chapel, erected in i860, by public subscriptions. At Stocks Bridge 
is a chapel belonging to the Independents. Here is a National 
school, also a Free school, for the education of the children 
belonging to the district, born and residing therein, founded by 
Ralph Ellis, Esq., in 1622, and further endowed by a devise of 
John Hodgkinson, in 1780, with 3^40 per annum, and three acres 
of land, with house and garden for the master. Coal abounds 
here. There are many coke burners here, who supply the Sheffield 
market. The population in 1861 was 1,904. 

Deepcar is a thriving and populous hamlet and railway 
station, on the Manchester and Sheffield line. Here are chemical 
works, and a large corn mill. A National mixed girls' school is 
erected. 

RoYD, half-a-mile east, and Stocks Bridge, one mile north, 
are hamlets. Green, i-J miles north-west ; Townend, ij east ; 
and Yewden, i V south-west, are places here. 

BoLSTERSTONE. Brearley, Matthew, farmer and 

Bell, Rev. John, M.A. [incum- „ ^"I'^^J;, 

jjgjjj. -1 Brook, Ihomas, chimney top 

Crossland, Mr. Joseph, Moor and fire brick manufacturer, 

Hall, Deepcar. „ Bracken Moor. 

Fox, Mr. Samuel, Townend. Brownhdl, Joseph, shopkeeper, 

Ridal, Mr. Amos, Stocksbridge Stocksbndge. 

pj^JL Charlesworth, George, shop- 
Wilson, James Wilson Riming- keeper. 

ton, Esq., J.P., Broomhead Charlesworth, John, farmer. 

Hall. Hagg Farm. 

Commercial. Charlesworth, Joseph, farmer. 

Askew, Eli\a.h, Coach and Horses, Deepcar. 

and blacksmith, Stocksbridge. Couldwell Brothers, coke 

Barnes, William, farmer, Wal- ^ ^"™^^?- „ . . „ , 

dershelf Couldwell, Benjamin, sen., Royal 

Batty, George, wheelwright, ^ 0«ft, and coke burner, Deepcar. 

Stocksbridge Couldwell, James, joiner and 

Bower, James, 'farmer. cabinet maker, Deepcar 

Bramall, Thomas, file maker. Couldwell, John, boot and shoe 

Bramwell, John, tailor and shop maker, Deepcar. 

keeper. Crawshaw, Jonathan, farmer, 

Brearley, John, farmer. Royd. 
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Crossland, Joseph, farmer. 
Crossland, William, farmer, 

Whitwell. 
Ellison, William, farmer. 
Fish, Charles, shoemaker. 
Grayson, John E., fire stone 

quarry and coal owner, Spink 

Hall. 
Grayson, Jonathan, farmer, 

Storth House. 
Grayson, Joseph, coal owner 

and coke burner, Haywood. 
Hawke, George, farmer, Hollin 

Bank. 
Helliwell, George Ashby, mason 

and shopkeeper, Deepcar. 
Helliwell, John, joiner and 

wheelwright, Stocksbridge. 
Holmes, James, master of Free 

school. 
Ibbotson, Benjamin, farmer. 
lUingworth, Charles, coke 

burner, Stocksbridge. 
Jackson, Benjamin, shopkeeper. 
Jackson, John, farmer, Hollin 

Edge. 
Jubb, William and Joseph, coal 

owners. 
Knutton, Samuel, Castle, and 

farmer, 
Lowood, William, farmer. 
Marsden, Benjamin, tailor. 
Mitchell, Frances (Mrs.), mistress 

of National school. 
Mitchell, William, master of 

National school. 
Newton, Samuel, farmer. Yew 

Trees. 
Ramsden, Mary Ann (Mrs.), 

farmer. 
Ridal, John, stonemason and 

farmer, Bytholmes. 
Sampson, George, stonemason. 
Sampson, Mary (Mrs.), .shop- 
keeper. 
Sanderson, Aaron, blacksmith , 

Deepcar. 
Sanderson, Isaac, farmer, Pot- 
house. 



Sanderson, Joshua, boot and 

shoe maker. 
Sanderson, William, carpenter 

and joiner, and postmaster. 
Shaw, Joseph, King and Miller, 

Deepcar. 
Siddons, Joseph, fire stone 

quarry owner, Townend. 
Sorby, George, farmer. 
Steel, George, blacksmith. 
Swallow, Jonathan, farmer. 
Taylor, Edward, shopkeeper. 
Thompson, Jonathan, cabinet 

maker and joiner, Deepcar. 
Turton, Thomas, shopkeeper, 

Deepcar. 
\'aughton, James, Travellers' 

Inn, and file smith, Deepcar. 
Wainwright, Joshua, cabinet 

maker and joiner. 
Webster, Benjamin, sen., farmer. 
Webster, Benjamin, coal owner 

and coke burner, Deepcar. 
Windle, Abraham, manufactur- 
ing chemist and corn miller, 

Deepcar, and Wortley and 

Worsborough. 
Wragg, John, farmer, HoUings. 

Green. 

Crawshaw, John, farmer, Lang- 
ley Brook. 

Creswick, Joseph, farmer. Wind 
Hill. 

Helliwell, John, beer retailer, 
coke burner and farmer. 

Helliwell, Joshua, farmer. 

Helliwell, William, coke burner. 

Ibbotson, Richard, farmer. 

Milnes, George, farmer. 

Ramsden, Charles, wheelwright. 
Smithy Moor. 

Yewden. 

Addy, James, farmer. Far Barn- 
side Cote. 
Buckley, John, shoemaker. 
Helliwell, Henry, farmer. 
Helliwell, William, farmer. 
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Howe, Jonathan, farmer. 

Marsden, Joseph, farmer. Barn- 
side Cote. 

Taylor, A. Thomas, farmer. 
Holt Farm. 



Letters from Sheffield by foot 
post through Wadley Bridge at 
II a.m. dispatched 3-15 p.m. 
Wortley is the nearest money 
order office. 



Places of Worship. 

Si. Mary's Church, Rev. John Bell, M.A., incumbent. 
Catholic Chapel, Deepcar. 

Public Schools. 

Free, James Holmes, master. 

Mixed Girls' , Miss Mary Jane Shutt, mistress, Deepcar. 

The Hunshelf side of the Little Don Valley has always 
been more sparsely inhabited than the south side. It is 
therefore unnecessary to transcribe more of the directory 
under this head than will suffice to complete the picture, 
viz. : — 

Hunshelf. — The population of this hilly township, which 
comprises the hamlets of Green Moor and Snowdenhill, was 729 in 
the year 1851, and 1,150 in 1861. 

Crawshaw, Thomas, farmer. Old 
Park House. 

Crossland, Charles, farmer, Hill 
Top. 

Fawcett, William, corn miller, 
Hunshelf Bottom. 

Fox, Samuel and Co., manu- 
facturers of steel and steel 
wire, crinoline steel and steel 
frames for umbrellas, and 
patentees and sole manu- 
facturers of the " Paragon " 
umbrella, StocksbridgeWorks. 

Grayson, Thomas, farmer. Elder 
Cliff. 

Hebblethwaite, German, farmer, 
Snowdenhill. 

Hirst, George, farmer, Unsliven 
Bridge. 

Hirst, John, farmer, Cotefield 
House. 

Hirst, Thomas, blacksmith. 
Green Moor. 

Ibbotson, Jonathan, farmer, 
Snowdenhill. 

lUingworth, Robert, rate collec- 
tor, Snowdenhill. 



Armitage, John, manufacturer 

of fire-bricks, drainage pipes, 

and chimney pots, Hunshelf 

Bank. 
Batty, Benjamin, farmer, 

Crimbles. 
Bramall, James, farmer. Green 

Moor. 
Brearley, George, stonemason. 

Hill Top. 
Broadhead, Benjamin, farmer. 
Broadhead, Joshua, stonemason. 
Brown and Booth, quarry 

owners. Green Moor. 
Brownhill, John, beer retailer. 
Brownhill, William, farmer and 

shopkeeper. Well House. 
Buckley, Thomas, Rock Inn, 

Green Moor. 
Burkinshaw, Richard, farmer. 

Green Moor. 
Couldwell, Edward, farmer, 

Hunshelf Hall. 
Couldwell, Thomas, farmer. 

Peck Pond. 
Couldwell, Samuel, farmer. Dean 

Head. 
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Jukes, Benjamin, farmer, Dyson Raworth, Ann (Mrs.), beer 

Cote. retailer, Green Moor. 

Marsden, George, farmer, Hospi- Shore, Isaac, farmer, Snowden- 

tal Piece. hill. 

Milnes, John, grocer, draper, and Siddons, James, farmer. Holly 

provision dealer, Stocksbridge. Hall. 

Newton, William, farmer, Hun- Swinden, George, farmer. Heath 

shelf Bank. Hall. 

Parker, Robert, farmer. Black Thompson, James, farmer. Well 

Moor. Hill. 

Parkin, William, farmer. Pond. Thompson, Joshua, farmer, 

Peace, Thomas, farmer and coke Underbank. 

burner. Upper House. UUyott, Henry, farmer. 

Pears, John, bootmaker, Windy UUyott, John, farmer. Black 

Bank. Moor-. , 

Pearson, John, farmer. Snow- Walker, Thomas, farmer, Carr 

denhill. Head. 

Poole. George, farmer. Edge Walton, Thomas, farmer. Hill 

Cliff. Top. 

From 1840 to i860 a great change was coming over 
the commercial prospects of the vallej'. Every farm- 
house, hitherto, had been largely self-contained, the 
farmer with his wife and family and the servants living 
on the produce of the holding. His wife sold or bartered 
to neighbours and friends their surplus bacon, ham, 
mutton, and oatmeal ; the milk being chiefly used for 
feeding calves and pigs, whilst the butter was reserved 
as far as possible for the Penistone or Sheffield market. 

Those farmers who burned coke for the Sheffield 
cutlers and filesmiths were the carriers of that period, 
and made money by what was known as " back carriage," 
i.e., they brought from Sheffield on the return journey 
any goods that the farmers' wives and local shopkeepers 
had bought in town on market days. The coke carts, 
of which there were many on the road, " put up " at 
several well-known hostelries, so that it was a matter 
easily arranged for such parcels to be delivered at these 
inns and dealt with accordingly. Further, it is worthy 
of record that though the carters were mostly rough, 
brawny Yorkshire lads fond of a " gallon of ale " and 
a stand-up fight occasionally, they weie thoroughly 
honest fellows, thefts being almost, if not entirely, 
unknown. 
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There was much privation nobly borne amongst the 
labouring population of those years, wages being low and 
material cheap, whilst food was relatively dear, and 
when Mr. Fox " struck oil " by his invention of the 
" Paragon" frame for umbrellas and his lucky venture 
in the manufacture of crinoline steel, he tapped this 
reservoir of cheap labour to his own enrichment and 
that of those who are destined to enjoy the results of his 
achievements. 

The success now showing itself in additional buildings, 
and a yearly increase of population, incited the cupidity 
of a new class of shopkeepers, who soon began to put 
themselves in a shape to exploit the neighbourhood for 
their own selfish ends. 

These people who had been rather shy of the new- 
comer, Mr. Fox, and those who followed in his train, 
were not slow to note the fact that he raised no obstacle 
to his employes spending their earnings where and as 
they liked ; the Truck Act had no terrors for him, because 
he had no " Tommy Shop " at the gate to sweat his work- 
people's wages. 

But what " Owd Sammy " scorned to do, was not 
left undone. The hard working collier with a large fami]^•, 
earning between them a considerable sum for those days, 
but pinched for house room ; the wire-drawer, the wire- 
cleaner, the stonemason, the quarryman, the brickmaker, 
the navvy, the labourer, the widow, with their famiUes 
working in the pit, or in the factory, were all more or 
less in the books of the local shopkeepers, who were 
building long rows of houses on the losses incurred in 
their philanthropic endeavours to ease the people's 
burden. 

Indeed so tightly were the threads of their web drawn 
across the " human fly " that many anxious parents were 
begiiming to despair of ever regaining their freedom. 
Some of the more unscrupulous amongst such harpies, 
were openly boasting that they made it their business 
to have a certain number of well selected clients on the 
roll, as the weekly payments of such people ensured a 
steady flow of " net profit " income. 
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The sharp, thoughtful children were quick to percei\'e 

that Mr. might well object to give details in the 

shop book instead of saying " ditto " as they heard 

Mrs. quote 8d. a pound for cheese to a new 

customer, when that commodity was entered to them at 
lod., and so on, in varying ratio with other articles, such 
as sugar, rice, treacle, &c. 

It was terribly galling to a high-spirited lad to hear 
his father say to mother on a Sunday mornings" Whey 
lass, I dooant no ah it is at we con nivver get a bit a brass 

aforhand. Aw've just bin on t'Owd to pay'im, 

an wen t'ale an t'bacca wur dun, he sed, ' Nah, then. Bob, 
tha mun let me hev aw tha con this weeak fur aw've to 
go t'markit," ' whereupon mother remarks with some 
show of annoyance — " Tha's noan letten 'im hev ivvery 
penny ast ta, suerly ? " " Yeh, lass, hees cleeant me aat 
agean ! " 

This mother was one of our earliest members, and 
herself and children never tired of bearing testimony to 
the benefit of co-operation in their dear old home. The 
breath of freedom from debt was too glorious to be soon 
forgotten. 

It was a common topic amongst the old folks, on the 
quiet of course, that the shopkeeper did not scruple to 
unload himself of inferior stock at their expense. Many 
hundredweights of " tub-butter " were said to have been 
sold as fresh butter, and when flour was advancing until 
on one occasion it got as high as four shillings and six- 
pence a stone, the shopkeeper was never short of " best 
quality " so long as he had plenty of a lower grade in 
stock. 

His customers dare not complain, because in doing 
so they exposed themselves to insult, yet all the while 
they would often see a better quality placed at a lower 
figure before those persons whose custom was coveted, 
until they too became enmeshed in the web of credit, 
and had a place assigned them in the spider's larder. 

Again, such victims had often the mortification of 
hearing of their private affairs being discussed with other 
superior persons, who were shocked to know of such 
extravagance, &c., on their part, whilst the children 
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of such people clad in well-made garments looked askance 
at children whose clothes bore traces of " weeping eyes 
o'er midnight stitches." The scars made by such cruel 
wounds may still be discerned when memory is awakened 
on the fair bosom of a free and full forgiveness. 

Once a father and mother had queer feelings " deep 
down" when they heard Mary inquiring at teatime if 
it could be true what Tommy Wilkins had been telling 
them in the " Penny-hoil " at breakfast. He had earned 

threepence, so he said, for squealing, while Owd 

had stuck a dead pig. 

Jack, who had noticed his father's sickly look as he 
thought of last week's pork, adroitly turned the conversa- 
tion to another subject by telling how on one occasion 
he had seen the shopman "nip a raisin in two," when 
weighing his mother a pound. The laughter round the 
table was loud and long, but Jack only said "Its true 
isn't it mother ? " 

Mary said she did not dispute it for a moment because 
only last night she was in the shop when a boy asked for 

a pound of " sixteen " candles, and Mrs. , who was 

serving, knowing that those hanging above her head were 
" eighteen's " said quite truthfully, " We have no sixteen's, 
my lad," whereat her husband turned round with an oath, 
and taking down a pound of eighteen's cut two candles 
off and wrapped up the remainder and sold them as 
" sixteen's," but not before he had insultingly asked if 
the lad had brought the money. 

Jossie Turnem, a young wire-drawer, who lodged 
with this family, remarked that it was evidently true 
what Ford's lad told Mr. Shears, on his twice refusing to 
change half-a-crown for " only a penn'orth o' blacking " 
late on a Saturday night ; "Mi fathur sez that if yo wont 
let me have t'blackin it's time we had a co-orp." How 
true that " Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall." This shopkeeper was glad to change 
all the half-crowns that came his way when a co-operative 
stores was eventually established. 

How many more interesting side-lights might have 
been thrown on this period will never be known for the 
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lodger reminded Jack that it was " Mutual Improvement " 
night, and as they worked from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. in wmter, 
there was no time to spare if they wished to be present 
when the night school opened. 

The shopkeepers of those days were like the Three 
Tailors of Tooley Street, who considered that they were 
the people of England, and that the unfortunate consumer 
was only the fat goose to be plucked whenever necessary. 
Nay, it may even be possible that we have done Napoleon 
the First an injustice in regarding what he said about 
England being " a nation of shopkeepers " as a sneer. 
Perhaps, for once in his hfe, he was unselfish enough to 
contemplate a crusade on behalf of the working classes of 
this country against such a subtle form of oppression ! 
Who knows ? 

All great movements are seething in the hearts of 
the people previous to their taking form in the minds of 
those whose mission it is to carry the moving waters over 
the wheel of life. Hence, we can quite understand, in 
the lurid light cast upon the days embraced by these 
reminiscences, how eagerly the subject of co-operation 
would be debated by the little knot of workers who 
gathered round the furnace in the old hardening shop 
down at Stocksbridge Works, during the winter of 1859- 
1860. 

To have seen the fitful glare of the banked-up fire on 
the rugged faces of those men partaking of their frugal 
breakfast in the darkness of a winter morning, whilst 
every feature reflected the joy that was stealing over their 
hearts as Joseph Pickford and George Matthews, with 
others from Shepley, spoke of the benefits to be derived 
by becoming their own shopkeepers, and dividing the 
profits in proportion to purchases, was worthy of being 
immortalised by some master hand on canvas. 

To these men co-operation showed a way of escape 
from the thraldom of debt. If it had succeeded at 
Meltham Mills in 1827, at Skelmanthorpe in 1833, and 
at Rochdale in 1844, why should they refrain from giving 
it a trial at Stocksbridge ? 

The subject became one of absorbing interest and 



Four Survivors of the Public Meeting called early in i8Co, 
at which the society was inaugurated. 




George Pears. 



William Watts, 
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frequent conversation to a few of the more ardent souls 
amongst them when they met of an evening to talk village 
politics at the little wayside inn then recently opened by 
Mr. George Batty, wheelwright, Stocksbridge, whose 
enthusiasm in the cause excited the admiration and 
gratitude of his comrades. 

The matter appears to have crystallised into definite 
action sometime early in i860, when a public meeting 
was convened in the clubroom of the public-house in 
question, at which meeting some twenty or thirty 
persons were present, of whom Messrs. Joseph Moxon, 
Isaac Patterson, George Pears, and William Watts are 
still with us. 

It is impossible to furnish any precise details of the 
business done at this meeting, but the names of Messrs. 
George Batty, John Eastwood, Joseph Hayward, and 
Isaac Patterson have come down as having been 
appointed to inaugurate the movement, with authority 
to collect contributions and trade in the name of the 
" Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industiial Co-operative 
Society." Their object was " to raise by voluntary 
subscriptions of the members a fund for better enabling 
them to purchase food, firing, clothes, and other neces- 
saries, by carrying on in common the trade or business 
of General Dealers." Mr. Isaac Patterson acted as secre- 
tary pro tern., and it is not improbable that Mr. Ben. 
Longden officiated occasionally in a similar capacity. 

If we were to attempt to guess at the names of those 
who were present at this meeting, besides those already 
enumerated, we would not hesitate to mention the follow- 
ing, who are known to have been amongst the earliest 
workers in the movement, viz. : — Henry Booth (miner), 
Isaac Crossley, William Dyche, John Dalton, Benjamin 
Grayson, Joseph Garlick, John Hey, Henry Hall, George 
Ashby Helliwell, John Haigh, Thomas Marshal], Thomas 
Marsden, Geoige Matthews, Joseph Pickford, Benjamin 
Radley, John Simpson, John Webb, &c. 

The gentlemen appointed were deeply in earnest and 
most energetic in their efforts to make a beginning, as 
tradition points to their having used Batty's clubroom 
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for the purposes of a saleroom as well as an ofl&ce. 
^Messrs. HajT»-ard and Co. were e^^dently ordering sn^ceries 
and provisions for tfie faithful few. the various members 
of the first committee taking turns in the sale of those 
earh' consignments. Co-operative societies were then a 
novelty in the business world, ani their credit to that 
degree an uncertain quantitv, so that the infant society 
found it necessarj^ trj ask Mr. Joseph Haj-ward to accept 
the responsibility of allowing his njmie to appear on the 
first vehicle owned bv them, and goods were bought and 
paid for in the name of Messrs. Joseph Ha\-ward and Co. 
for several years. 

The rejoicing msmifested on the occasion of the first 
purchase of a load of malt and a whole chest of tea still 
Unsrere in the memor]i- of a daughter of the late Joseph 
Pickford, who relates with modest pride how zealously 
her father and others persevered in preaching the co- 
operative gospel. 

The Uttle " Band of Hope," whose title had no 
connection with the origin of the temperance movement 
known under that name, were asking the Rochdale Equit- 
able Pioneers' Societ}-, in August, i860, for a list of prices 
they were pajing for groceries, &c., showing that the 
committee was proceeding on cautious business Unes in 
fraternising with men who would be pleased to help and 
encourage others following in their steps. 

Mr. George Batt\-, who had then recently bmlt two 
houses on the top of what is now known as Gibson Lane, 
gave co-operation a good start in this valley- bv letting 
the Society have them " rent free " for three months, 
which were to be used as a provision shop, and a dweUing- 
house for the grocery manager. This would be fairlv 
early in i860, because from a " Statement of Purchases " 
in the possession of Mr. Thomas E. Bativ, of the Friend- 
ship Hotel, the} were selling meat in September of that 
year. The butcher\- department at that date was located 
lower down Water (Gibson Lane'i. in a little shed on INIr. 
Batty's land, which served for both slaughter-house and 
shop. The draper\- business was opened during the 
same period in a house at the top of a steep footpath. 
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which brought the pedestrian over Hawke Green instead 
of goin;^ up Smithy Hill. 

Joseph Pickford's advice to all who asked him what 
co-operation really meant to the workinj; man was " join 
and see for yourselves, and then ask your present shop- 
keeper to total up your shop book and offer to pay him, 
or her, so much per week until the debt is cleared." He 
also reminded them that if they used the dividend for 
that purpose the thing would soon be done, and many 
of his fellow-workmen counselled their wives accordingly. 

It is said that " Old MuUins," a dry-spoken, shrewd 
fellow, whose better half did as Pickford recommended, 
used to entreat his wife to allow him to hold the " divi." 
in his hand for a few minutes before she took it forward 
to their old friend. " It was so nice to handle \our own, 
even when it belonged to other folk," he would say in 
his droll, inimitable way. 

How pathetic ! when you calmly think it out. It was 
then, and is yet, for thousands of our brothers and sisters, 
a great privilege to handle " their little own " for a few- 
moments on its way from the wages tin to the frugal 
home in Angel Street, where a patient little wife is 
puzzling over the meaning of a card left by the district 
visitor, which bears the legend — " A man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things he possesseth." 

Nineteen shillings or a guinea a week, minus rent, 
does not help a son of Britannia to look the whole world 
in the face and say, " I dread nought." No ; only 
co-operation can help him to bear his share in building 
" Dreadnoughts," and it is equally true that only co- 
operation will render such " wilful waste and woeful 
want " a matter of profound regret, when the utter 
insanity of the thing is seen in the good time coming, 
when — 

" The war drum throb.s no longer, 
When the battle flags are furled 
In the Parliament of man — 
The federation of the world." 



CHAPTER III. 



The Purchase of a Site for the New Stores and the Building 

OF SAME, with AN ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST Tea AND CONCERT 

held therein co-operators the first to provide a 

Public Clock in this Valley, with other interesting 

DATAi 



" Courage, fair Stocksbridge, nobly hast thou done 
In this one thing, but not in this alone ; 
For though thy sons were rough in mien and speech, 
Had much to learn, and something, perhaps, to teach ; 
They were not destitute of those desires 
Which a true sense of liberty inspires. 
But in the march of progress strove to find 
A forward place : true men of honest mind." 

— F. C. Prince (Adapted). 

■^^^E are fortunate in having a photograph of the 
(YY' Central Stores, as that building appeared when 
"^^-^ completed and occupied in 1863. This erection, 
then known as the New Stores, provided accommodation 
for the butcher, draper, and grocer, with store rooms 
and a committee room on the second floor, and a Co- 
operative Hall in the third story, which room ran the 
full length of the business premises. 

A house, two stories high, was provided at each end 
for the managers, the front of each cottage presenting 
to the main road a neat fence, or stone wall crowned with 
an iron palisade. The pavement in front of the three 
shops, as may be observed, is raised well above the road- 
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way in a crescent form, to allow of egress and ingress 
without coming into immediate contact with the traffic 
on what is now a narrow and dangerous thoroughfare. 

The plans for these New Stores were drawn by Mr. 
Joseph Hayward, probably in September of 1861, as an 
item in the " Building Account " records an expenditure 
of three shillings on August 29th of that year for " four 
sheets for plan." 

The building itself is a worthy monument to the 
memory of this able man, and of the foresight exhibited 
by the committee who were acting with him, when the 
design was discussed and approved. The fa9ade is not 
badly conceived, the piers which carry the openings for 
the shop windows being in correct proportion to the front 
as a whole. 

The " Clock Gable " and the disposal of the chimneys 
on each side of it, together with the curved line provided 
by the pavement at foot and the door-heads which exhibit 
a singular combination of the arch and cantilever principle, 
certainly relieve the front of the building from that 
poverty of design and baldness of treatment beloved of 
some of our utilitarians. 

Further, when we consider the many structural altera- 
tions to which this building has had to submit during its 
existence, we are bound to confess that the men who 
built it were conscientious workmen, who loved to do 
that which was right and true. They were co-operators 
working for co-operators. Again, the quality of every- 
thing must have been what it was bought for, which may 
be accounted for by the fact that the committee was 
divided into sections, each section being responsible for 
some definite portion of the work in quality and prompt 
delivery on the job. We therefore need not wonder that 
the building has withstood all and every trial it has been 
called upon to endure, and yet remains strong and sure 
" on the ramparts of duty." 

Of course the Society could not commence to build 
until they had first obtained the land necessary for their 
requirements. At that date, as observed in the chapter 
devoted to a notice of the rules, a co-operative society 
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could not possess more than one acre of land for offices, 
a fact, which undoubtedly held back these courageous 
men from venturing beyond the frontier line laid down 
by prudence, all the same, we admire the first committee 
for the* example they set before future committees in an 
exhibition of that sober courage and breadth of outlook 
which is always a mark of conscious power. 

A piece of freehold land at Stocksbridge was eventually 
decided upon. This land, then in the occupation of 
Charles Illingworth, one of our early members, measuring 
784 superficial square yards or thereabouts, was bought 
on April Z3rd, 1861, from John Ridal, of Wadsley, in 
the parish of Ecclesfield, gentleman, for the sum of fjjQ. 
9s. 4d., by Samuel Fox, of Stocksbridge, umbrella 
furniture manufacturer ; John Bower, of Watson House, 
in the Chapelry of Bradfield, farmer ; and William 
Newton, of Hunshelf, m the Parish of Penistone, in the 
County of York, farmer ; the trustees for the time being 
of a certain Industrial and Friendly Society at Stocksbridge, 
called " The Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industrial 
Co-operative Society." 

The deed for this particular plot of land is an interest- 
ing document in itself. It is written on a parchment 
skin measuring 29 inches long by 24^ inches wide, and, 
considering all the circumstances connected with such 
an instrument of legfality, it has been photographed for 
the benefit of our younger members. This " Indenture " 
is not only history in the concrete, but we may look upon 
it as the Charter of our Society, won by the unselfish 
labours of the Stocksbridge Pioneers to help in emanci- 
pating their fellow-members from the intolerable position 
of always being the " bottom dog." 

This land and the buildings in course of erection upon 
it were mortgaged to a certain Mr. Henry Crookes, of 
Sheffield, for the sum of £400 on July 26th, 1862, which 
was not redeemed until July 31st, 1873, at which date 
Mr. Samuel Fox was the sole surviving trustee. 

Wilham Newton had died on the 25th of September, 
1864, aged 42 years, and John Bower on August ist, 
1866, aged 26 years. The infant Society was grateful 
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for the assistance so willingly and gracefully rendered by 
these gentlemen at the time, and the Society in the 
maturity of its Jubilee would also add its tribute to their 
memory. 

The land being secured beyond dispute, William Briggs, 
John Dalton, John Haigh, Allen Haigh (son of John Haigh), 
Thomas Marsden, and John Webb might have been seen on a 
Saturday afternoon, early in the spring of 1861, removing 
the sods if! readiness for building operations. Their 
labours had not ceased until nearly seven o'clock, in 
their anxiety to give the job a good lift, and when this 
gallant little company separated for a wash and a cup of 
tea, they were ready for it. Their wives were proud of 
them, and better still, told them so, and proved it by 
the " spread " they had ready for them. The sole sur- 
vivor, Mr. Allen Haigh, of Thurlstone, who is in good 
health, and still unmarried, was then a youth, and 
remembers with a laudable pride " how they worked." 
No newspaper paragraph recorded the event, no mahogany 
wheelbarrow or silver-plated spade was presented to 
these men, to be handed down in remembrance of such 
unselfish service, but they believed that their labour 
would not be in vain, and it is our privilege to testify 
that their works do follow them. 

Mr. George Ashby Helliwell, a zealous co-operator 
who died in 1867, aged 33 years, succeeded in obtaining 
the contract for the building of the shell of the New 
Stores, his tender for the job reading as follows : — 

" April 18, 1862, — I estimate to do all the Labour 
required in the Co-operative Stores, Stocksbridge, 
in a substantial and workmanlike manner, according 
to plan and specification for Mason and Bricklayers' 
work for the sum of ;^io3. 

" (Signed) G. A. Helliwell." 

The bricks were made from the clay thrown out when 

excavating the cellars, which are very exten'^ive. An 

item of £q. 3s. 2d. paid to John Dawson on September 

2ist, 1861, for " excavating cellars," doubtless explains 

4 
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an item of 7s. gd. paid to George Batty, for " allowance 
to masons and cellar letting," also an " allowance of 
2s. to excavators on September loth, 1861." They were 
evidently " dry " jobs, and it is on record that September 
has been, occasionally, a very hot month. 

The making of bricks was taken in hand by the Society, 
which appears to have expended a considerable sum in brick- 
moulds, brick-knives, brick-table, wood shovels, buckets, 
barrows, &c., during April, 1861. They were stacking, 
casing, and burning bricks in May, and in June a brick 
kiln wa'! finished at a cost of £3 in all. 

W. Hellson was the brickmaker during October, 
November, and December, 1861, whose wages were 3s. 
per day, and David Button succeeded him in that occupa- 
tion on April 15th, 1862, and continued in the Society's 
service until November 6th, 1862, his remuneration being 
at the rate of 3s. 4d. per day. 

The spring of 1862 was a very wet one, which seriously 
interfered with the progress of the work. The ground 
came down at the east end of the excavation which 
rendered the site more like a huge puddle hole than 
anything else, hence we can quite understand a letter 
addressed to the late Samuel Fox, Esq., of which the 
following is a copy : — 

" Sheffield, September 23, 1862. 
" Dear Sir, — My client, Mr. Crookes expected on 
visiting the New Stores of the Co-operative Society 
yesterday, to have found them nearly finished, and 
the skeletons of the two houses in a forward state ; 
instead of which he tells me, the interior wants all 
doing, and the houses are not commenced, so that 
winter will interfere with them, unless put in hand 
and pushed on at once, which he trusts will be done. 
It is not desirable to advance money on property till 
it is completed ; but in this case, there seemed to be 
no fear but the building would be got out of banc 
without delay, which I am sorry is not the case. Mr, 
Crookes proposes to pay £50 on further account, on 
the understanding that there be i^o more unnecessary 
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delay, and the sooner the work is completed and the 
remainder of the money paid, the better he will be 
pleased. — I am, dear sir, 

" Faithfully yours, 

" Fred. W. Wilson." 

The foundations were built of the bricks made by 
the Society, and George Ashby Helliwell pushed on so 
well with the work, considering the difficulties with which 
he had to contend, that Mr. Crookes finally advanced 
the remainder of the loan arranged for. 

The stone was supplied by James Ridal. John Charles- 
worth, Samuel Fox and Co., Brown and Booth, W. Birken- 
shaw, William Shaw, &c., and the carting was done by 
Joseph Gill, John Walton, and others. 

Joseph Gill charged at the rate of seven shillings a 
day for a horse and cart. The timber was provided by 
Messrs. Garside and Shaw, and Messrs. Joseph Hayward 
and Co. were responsible for some of the joiner work. 
Joseph Wainwright and George Batty also appear in the 
accounts for joiner work, at the rate of 4s. per day. 

William Calvert, of Ecclesfield, obtained the contract 
for slating the new building, his tender reading as follows : — 

" Mr. Hajrward, Sir, — According to your wish I 
send you prices for slating Co-operative stores with 
Best laidies Slates, 16 x 10, nailed on laths ij x f 
with copper nails and carting slates to the place, 
2S. od. if the employers carts the Slates, second 
laidies, is. iid. p. yard, stone ridging, is. 4d. p. 
yard." 

The first payment on account of this contract was 
made on August 21st, 1862. It is also interesting to 
read in one of his notes that " the lap for Slating Co- 
operative Stores 2 inch and to be done equel to 
(H)askhim's three houses at Stocksbridge." 

Benjamin Radley, of Stocksbridge, was awarded the 
contract for the plastering required. The specification is 
interesting reading :— 
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" A Specification of Plaster Work at the Co-opera- 
tive Stores, Stocksbridge. The hme to be Boiled and 
Run through A J inch Riddle amixed With Sand 
and Hair at the Same Time, if not Boiled but Only 
Sleeked, then it must lay in Coutch 2 Weeks At 
least. The laths to be Best Sweeds and all the Ends 
to be Singly Nailed and At A Proper Distance. All 
Wanting Places in the Walls To be Roughed out 
Two or Three Day At least, Previous to the Mane 
first Coat Being Put on ; the finishing or last Coat 
to be Weld Trowelled off With Sand and fine lime, 
All Angles to be Streight and Plumb and Angle 
Beads to be Qurked. Lime and Sand in the follow- 
ing Proportions. N.B. for the Ceihng Equal. Walls, 
Two of Sand To One of lime." 

In another handwriting the following remarks are 
added : — 

" The Contractor to find the necessary laths and 
nails, the work to be completed in one Month from 
the time the Building is ready all delays caused by 
the Co., not to be reckoned. All tenders to be 
dehvered in here on the 25th August, 1862. Tenders 
to state price per yard. Derby Lime for Ceilings." 

" Old Bennie Radley's " tender is dated Aug. 19th, 
1862, and is written in a very neat lady's hand : — 

" Estimate. For Plastering the Coe-hoperative 
Stores situate at Stocksbridge, According to Speci- 
fication. To be after the following prices. Ceilings 
7 pence per yard, Laths and Nails to be found by 
the Plasterer. Walls 21(d) per Yard." 

The first payment for Plastering was made on Sep- 
tember nth, 1862, and John Howson was paid the sum 
of 5s. on August 13th, 1863, for " measuring the 
plastering." 

William Thorpe did the plumbing required, the sheet 
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lead, &c., being procured from John Pitt, of Sheffield, 
and William Gibson was the glazier. 

An item of iis. 6d. paid to Bolsterstone Tilery on 
April 2nd, 1863, and another of is. 6d. for pipes from 
— . Rimington, Esq., on April 14th, 1864, are explained 
by the fact that when the Broomhead Hall Estate was 
drained over half a century ago, large quantities of bricks 
and land-tiles were made in a field behind Cross Cottages, 
near Stone Moor, such being known as the " Brick-Field 
at the Cross." It was here that David Button and his 
brother Anthony worked when they first came into this 
district. This work was on hand for several years, and 
the remembrance of it is fast dying out. The " hollows " 
in the field from which the clay was taken may possibly 
puzzle some future co-operator when the Whitwell 
Branch is erected, unless they diligently read and 
preserve their copy of the Jubilee history. 

Messrs. Pearce and Sykes were painting the new 
stores in September of 1863, but Henry Hawley from 
Midhope, our first cobbler, was paying rent on December 
4th, 1862, at the rate of one shilling a week for two rooms 
occupied by him at the back of the then butcher's shop. 

A choral society commenced paying a shilling a week 
rent on April 2nd, 1863, for the use of some portion of 
the premises, probably the large room or hall at the top 
of the building. 

The New Stores not only pointed the way to industrial 
freedom, but they held a clock on high to time the move- 
ments of " men and things." Watches were a luxury in 
those days, and the pioneers of co-operation gave the 
" step " to all and sundry who lagged on the way to 
duty, or cheered many a hungry son of labour down at 
the works, as he stole a glance at the " Co-op." clock, 
and pulled up his belt another hole, to keep him going 
until the " whistle went." 

This clock went several years, but was never really 
satisfactory, judging by the correspondence. It is 
described by the maker, John Huntley, of Barnsley, 
in his invoice of January 3rd, 1863, to Messrs. Hay ward 
and Co., as an "8 days Turret Clock as per contract 
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£25, with a Glass Dial at an extra charge of 30s. 
' Warranted for 12 months.' " Messrs. Naylor, Vickers and 
Co. supplied the bell for same, for which they were paid 
the sum of £2. 19s., on November 27th, 1862. . 

It was superseded, so far as the neighbourhood was 
concerned, by the Stocksbridge Works clock, in 1867, 
but co-operators can truthfully claim to have provided 
the first public clock in the Little Don Valley. 

The premises were not ready for business purposes on 
New Year's Day, 1863, but as the floors were laid and 
the roof on, and the interior in a forward state, there 
was no reason why the members should not have a tea 
party, so Thomas Marsden made a fire on the flagged floor 
of one of the lower rooms, and borrowing all the kettles 
that could be lent in the immediate neighbourhood, the 
tea went merrily on as arranged, and proved a most 
successful and enjoyable affair. 

After tea a concert was held in the large hall, and 
Messrs. Allen Haigh, George Pears, and Henry Peace 
have a very lively recollection of it. A gentleman from 
some town in Lancashire was the speaker on the benefits 
of co-operation, and, amongst many good things, some 
Bible readings by James Dalton, the blind son of John 
Dalton, were greatly appreciated. Mr. David Wilson, a 
famous singer from the Road-End above Langsett, sang 
some of his best pieces. This gentleman, who had sung 
before Royalty, possessed a splendid voice. Mr. Allen 
Haigh says that he will never forget his rendering of 
" He gave them hail for rain ; " it is still vibrating in 
the corridors of his memory, and will do until time for 
him shall be no more. 

The room, which was packed, was illuminated by a 
brilliant display of tallow candles, but they were " Co- 
operative " candles, and it was left for more fastidious 
audiences in later years to ask, first, for oil lamps, and 
then for the electric light, now superseded by its reju- 
venated ancestor — gas. 

" Be sure no effort true is lost, 

No worthy deed is done in vain ; 
Whatever lessens human pain 
Doth yield a tenfold more than cost." 



CHAPTER IV. 



The Development of the Business after the first flush of 
enthusiasm had died down selfishness and disorganisa- 
TION Rampant — The Committee determine to make things 
GO and how they succeeded. 



" Let the young man remember there [is nothing 
derogatory in any employment which ministers to the 
well-being of the race. It is the spirit that is carried into 
an employment that elevates or degrades it. The plough- 
man that turns the clod may be a Cincinnatus or a 
Washington, or he may be brother to the clod he turns. 
It is every way creditable to handle the yard-stick and 
to measure tape ; the only discredit consists in having a 
soul whose range of thought is as short as the stick and 
as narrow as the tape." 

- — Horace Mann. 



Gfocefy Department. 

m/ll'R- JAMES HOLT is well remembered as the first 
liM. manager and salesman in this department. He 
"^■^^ was with the Society when it commenced business 
in Mr. George Batty's property, and went over from there 
to the New Stores. Mr. Joseph Gill was the first carter, 
his wages being at the rate of eighteen shillings per week, 
until October 30th, 1862, when an advance of two shilhngs 
was granted. 

The first beast of burden owned by the Society was a 
grey mare, bought of Mr. John Helliwell, better known 
to some of the old folks as " Shelter," who was then 
farming at the Green, a hamlet, near Bolsterstone. 
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In the confused condition of the old records — some of 
them having been destroyed — it is impossible to guarantee 
the correct sequence of our story, but, a person named 
Mr. Henry Ellison had evidently been working in the 
grocery department in 1862, because a letter is extant 
dated July 28th, in that year, addressed to Mr. Joseph 
Hayward, from the Cleator Moor Co-operative Society, 
saying :— 

" He (Henry Ellison) has referred us to you as 
being able to attest to his character and ability while 
Manager of the Stocksbridge Co-operative Society'." 

Again, there is a Guarantee Bond in existence, dated 
February loth, 1862, which was signed by a certain Allin 
Donkersley, and his fellow-bondsnien in the presence of 
Mr. Henry Hall. This person who is described as a 
cigar dealer, &c., from Hulme, Manchester, was appointed 
manager or salesman of the grocery department of the 
Stocksbridge Co-operative Society, but how long he 
remained in the service of our Society, if he ever com- 
menced, there is no evidence to show. In fact, the names 
of Henry Ellison and Allin Donkersley have passed into 
oblivion, a fate which sooner or later overtakes all things 
human. No one appears to have any clear recollections 
of these men. 

The committee of 1864 were still under the enthusiasm 
kindled by the Stocksbridge Pioneers, and were not to be 
disheartened as yet by the difficulty of finding servants 
who would be faithful to co-operative standards, though 
the Society must have been considerably weakened in 
its " vital force " during the year 1865, when many of 
the old workers " fainted by the way," such as Messrs. 
Joseph Hayward, George Batty, John Webb, John Haigh, 
Thomas Marshall, John Simpson, and others, who eit|ier 
withdrew altogether or reduced their investments to a 
minimum. The following examples will show what the 
faithful ones had to struggle with, in addition to unsatis- 
factory servants : — 
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(i) " May nth, 1865, — To the Secretary and 
Committee assembled, I hereby signify my intention 
to withdraw my mite from the Co-operative Stores. — 
Yours, J.B. (senior)." 

(2) "July 13th, 1865.— Mr. George (A.) Helliwell, 
Dear Sir, — I wish to inform you that I shall withdraw 
the sum of ;^40 according to Rule II. Interest to the 
same to remain. — Yours, W.C." 

No comments are needed ; it is the old, old story, and 
you have, like Dr. Samuel Johnson, to be getting on in 
years before you can say — " I am not a severe man, .as 
I know more of mankind I expect less of them, and am 
ready now to call a man a good man upon easier terms 
than I was formerly." 

Mr. William Clarke comes on the scene in December, 
1865, or January, 1866, and we feel how disappointed 
the committee would be when he, too, turned out unsuit- 
able, as indicated in a letter dated May 24th, 1866, 
addressed by him to the committee, which reads as 
below : — 

" Gentlemen, — I beg to inform you that unless 
the Salary due to me be paid on or before Monday, 
May 28th, 1866, I shall take proceedings for the 
recovery of same." 

He had been dismissed and was going to be awkward, and 
according to the following letter he must have been the 
occasion of considerable trouble and expense to the 
Society : — 

" Haywoods, June 8th, 1866. 
" Mr. W. Dyche. 

" Sir, — Before sending the Execution to W. Clarke, 
I should ask an Attorney's Opinion as an illegal 
Seizure of Goods (if it should happen to be one) 
might make the matter worse. 

" Yours respectfully, 

" G. A. Helliwell." 
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A tall man, Mr. George Goatley by name, who, if our 
information be correct, lodged with Mr. William Wade, 
was installed as manager for awhile, but he spent too 
much time in sampling the British wines then stocked 
by the Society to be of any real use to his employers, 
and, as might be expected, his conduct in other ways 
became so offensive that serious complaints were made, 
which amply justified the committee in aslfing him to 
relieve the Society of his presence, an event which occurred 
in January, 1866. 

Henry Merryman left in August, i855. This person 
possibly found life dull and insipid even at that date, in 
this upland vale, indeed you can almost detect it in the 
words he addressed to Mr. G. A. Helliwell, asking for a 
testimonial : — 

" I have taken a situation as assistant in the 
provision trade with Mr. Thomas Booth, West Bar." 

The name of Mr. J. Hough appears on the books in 
September of 1867, and goes off in November of the same 
year. His wages were 22s. per week. 

Mr. George Nunningfon, of Worksop, entered the 
Society's service in June, 1866, his remuneration being 
at the rate of 26s. per week, and on June 28th of the year 
following Mr. W. T. Beesley, who was then acting as 
secretary, wrote him in these terms : — 

" Mr. Nunningfon. The Committee have agreed to 
your proposal of still continuing you in their employ, 
only on condition that you agree to the following 
resolutions : — ist. That you must not purchase any- 
thing in connection with the Stores without the 
consent of the Committee. 2nd. That you must con- 
duct yourself with propriety in accordance with the 
wishes of the Committee. 3rd. That in case you break 
any of the foregoing resolutions you will be liable 
to be discharged without any notice." 

To which is appended the following note : — 

" I agree to the above. 

" (Signed) G. Nunnington." 
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He, however, must have found himself unequal to 
what proved a task rather than a duty, because on 
September iqth, 1867, he addressed the "fohowing note 
to the committee, viz. : — 

" I, George Nunnington, do hereby give notice of 
discontinuing to be in your employ one week from 
this date and do also give notice of leaving the house 
as I have under you one month from this date." 

Henry Hall, a son of Mr. Henry Hall, one of the 
pioneers, was an apprentice in 1867, and is still remembered 
by some of the older members. The following 
correspondence shows, as in a mirror, the playful irre- 
sponsibihty of youth, and the evident lack of efficient 
supervision, together with the tender solicitude of a 
brother anxious that " Henry " should conduct himself 
properly : — 

" Mr. Hall, Sir, — I am sorry to inform you that 
youi brother Henry since his indentures were signed 
has behaved himself very badly, he is both saucy, 
insolent, and careless, only a few weeks ago he was 
catching wasps in the window and broke it instead 
of doing what he was sent to do, the committeb 
cautioned him and told him he would have to pay 
for it if anything occurred again. Again, only last 
Saturday, he left the treacle tap running and wasted 
2| cwt. of treacle, and the committee have come to 
the determination that he shall pay for it or leave 
their service. Write by return and tell us what you 
think about it. 

" I remain, yours respectfully, 

" (Signed) Wm. Beesley, 

" pro Committee of Management." 

Mr. John Hall, the brother, then in a situation at 
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Greengates, at Apperley Bridge, near Leeds, replied on 
October 15th, 1867 : — 

" Mr. Beasely, Sir, — I am very sorry indeed to 
hear such an adverse report respecting my brother's 
conduct. ... I have written to him and 
I am inclined to think that a sharp reprimand from 
you coupled with what I might impress upon him 
will have the effect of bringing him to a more manly 
conduct. . . . Henry's act of carelessness 
has no doubt involved a rather serious loss but then 
you know misfortunes do sometimes happen in the 
hands of ... I think, that perhaps it is 
the most rational way to take the better with the 
less perfect, and bring things to an amicable settle- 
ment. I certainly am not disposed to compensate 
for the loss of the goods, at the same time I cannot 
but condemn Henry's stupidity and inattention to 
business, while I hope this to be the last time as well 
as first to hear any complaints from his masters. — 

" Yours respectfully, 

" (Signed) J. Hall." 

It is pleasant to know that Henry Hall, junior, com- 
pleted his apprenticeship and emigrated to the United 
States (America) not long afterwards, where he has not 
only prospered in material things, but, what is more 
important, he has proved a faithful brother and a worthy 
citizen of the land of his adoption. The widow and the 
fatherless have risen up and called him blessed. Co- 
operation asks for nothing less. 

The butcher's house was demolished early in 1867. 
The internal walls which had hitherto isolated the three 
departments were also taken down, and arches substi- 
tuted, which enabled the customer to pass from one 
counter to another without having to go in and out at 
three separate doors. The tender for this alteration is 
still extant, and as it affords a good specimen of the way 
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this " old body " has tried to accommodate the " grow- 
ing soul " within it, we cannot do better than give our 
readers a copy of the document as received from Matthew 
Brearley, who got the contract, on January 26th, 1867 : — 

" Estimate of alterations to be made in the Co- 
operative Stores, Stocks Bridge, according to the 
following statement, that is, to take out walls and 
Put in 3 archways gft. 6in. wide, to take the stairs 
that are in the cottage away, and remove the cellar 
steps to the back wall, make the floors good where 
the Present steps are, and chamber floor, also wall 
door up inside of Passage, to Put timber in cottage 
for Butcher gin. x 4in. likewise over Butcher's window 
to carry wall, the Butcher to have a window 8ft. oin. 
X 5ft 6in. similar to the (one) in Front and door 3ft; 
6in. wide to go into Butcher's Shop, Battened door, 
inch thick, the door across the Passage to be 2 inch, 
framed with ijin. Pannels, flush inside with good 
wood Lock or iron Bars, angle beads to fix round 
angles of the arches to Plaster too, 24ft. of Bond 
timber to be walled in the walls, in case Shutters 
should be required afterwards, taking to old materials 
taken out, that is wood stairs and Spare Bricks, if 
any, for the sum of £2T. ios. od." 

This improvement afforded the committee an oppor- 
tunity of using one doorway only, by the side of which 
a sentry cash box was placed, in which Mr. Darwent sat 
to receive all payments, which were to be checked each 
evening by the countermen's duplicates. 

It was hoped that this system, which is not unlike 
the one in use at Boot's, would prevent leakage and fraud, 
but just as " the price of liberty is eternal vigilance," 
the system failed, because someone fell asleep at the post 
of duty, and, worse still, there were members who went 
past the sleeping one without paying for the goods they 
were carrying away. No wonder that dupUcates and 
money did not tally. The committee were humiliated 
not only by the carelessness of those they had placed 
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in a position of trust, but by those of their own house- 
hold. It was hard hnes on the committee, because, 
though they were responsible for the management, they 
could not afford to leave their several employments and 
stand behind the counters themselves. They were com- 
pelled to employ someone to act on their behalf who 
should be accountable to them, and to them alone, hence 
we can quite imagine their turning up a letter received 
from WiUiam Cooper, the first cashier of the Rochdale 
Pioneers' Society, of which the following is a copy : — 

" April 28th, 1866. 

" Mr. G. A. Helliwell, Dear Sir, — I do not know 
of a Manager that would suit your Society as Manager 
who is now out of (a) situation. If you advertise 
no doubt you would have many applications who 
would be competent to perform such duty. Have 
you none amongst your own members who is likely 
to suit for such a situation ? — Yours truly, 

" (Signed) Wm. Cooper." 

This letter, when read again in the light of their 
experience, doubtless induced them to ask Mr. Joseph 
Moxon to come over and help them. 

When Mr. Moxon became an official in April, 1868, 
at a salary of £78 per annum, the staff consisted of the 
following persons, viz. : — Mr. Darwent (wages 33s.), Mr. 
John Hall (wages 23s.), Henry Hall (wages gs.), Mr. 
Richard Heald (wages 22s.), Miss Heathcote (wages 12s.), 
and Mr. James Hulse (wages gs.), per week. The last 
named was in charge of the Well Hill Branch at Green 
Moor. Arthur Garlick also received a weekly allowance 
of IS. 3d. for assistance rendered by him in some capacity, 
the nature of which is not recorded. 

Mr.'^ohn Helliwell ( "Shelter" ), then of New Hall, wrote 
Mr. John Eastwood, on September 15th, 1865, as 
follows : — 
5 
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" To the Committee of the Co-operative Stores, 
Stocksbridge, 
" Sirs, — I have heard that you are in want of a 
servant to go with a horse and cart and to assist 
in anything that is required. I should be very 
thankful! to have the Honour of becoming your 
Servant on the same terms as the last man. I 
remain, Yours 

" (Signed) John Helliwell." 

His application was not entertained, but it is 
extremely interesting to know that such an honest little 
man had once sought to enter our service. We know that 
the " Honour " of the Society would have been safe in 
his keeping. 

The position of secretary was evidently going 
a-begging in 1866, judging by the following applica- 
tions : — 

" Stocksbridge, Oct. loth, 1866. 

" Gentlemen, — I beg to offer myself for the office 
of secretary as per your advertisement and shall be 
willing to discharge the duties of the said office at 
a salary of 20s. per week. — Yours Obediently, 

" (Signed) Joe Hepworth." 

" Haywoods, Oct. nth, 1866. 
" Gentlemen, — I offer myself as a candidate for 
the office of Secretary and Manager. If I am accepted 
as such, I should wish for an interview with you as 
there is a many things which we should mutually 
wish to understand. The subject of bond and wages 
will also be best .explained personally. — Yours 
respectfully, 

" (Signed) I. Patterson." 

The two positions of secretary and manager wert 
combined in the person of Mr. Moxon, from 1868 to June, 
1873, after which Mr. Beesley acted as secretary until 



OLD SER^■ANTS. 




bAMUEL bAXDERSOX. 



Alfred Teather. 



68 CO-OPERATION IN STOCKSBRIDGE. 

December, 1876, when Mr. Moxon resumed the office 
and continued in botli positions until his resignation at 
the close of iqo5. 

Mr. Alfred Teather was engaged on March -27th, 1876, 
and is now the oldest member of our staff. The total 
staff of the society at the date of his appointment con- 
sisted of Mr. Moxon, Mr. Charlesworth (draper), Mr. 
Barrow (butcher), Mr. Walter Helhwell (carter), Charles 
Walker, and William Longden, both apprentices in the 
grocery department. 

On June 7th, 1893, Mr. Teather, along with Mr. 
Howarth (butcher) and Mr. A. Thickett (draper), were 
aopointed to take charge of the Deepcar Branch, where 
Mr. Teather remained until August 14th, 1905, when he 
was appointed to the position of assistant manager, the 
committee earnestly hoping that he would qualify to 
succeed Mr. Moxon, but it was not to be. He remained 
in this position until December 28th, 1907, when he was 
transferred to Thurgoland, as manager of the branch 
located there since 1883, where he still remains, with a 
total of over thirty-four years of faithful service to his 
credit in this year of Jubilee. 

Mr. James Brearley was engaged in January, 1879, 
and retired on April 17th, 1907, after more than 28 years 
of devoted service at the Central Stores. 

Mr. Seth Marsden came to us on June gth, 1880, and 
will have been in our employ thirty out of the fifty years 
covered by our Society when the next balance sheet is 
due. 

Mr. Joseph Faulkner, who died in 1903, was working 
for the Society in 1881, if not earher, and would be in 
our employ until 1894 or thereabouts. 

Mr. Charles England, who is now manager of our 
Old Heywoods Branch, was apprenticed to our Societ\' 
in 1883. 

Mr. Ernest Marshall, a grandson of one of our old 
workers, was apprenticed to the Society in 1890, and is 
now the manager in charge of the grocery business at 
our Deepcar Branch. 

The following minute records the engagement of a 
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young man who is now the manager of our Wortley 
Branch : — 

*■ September 29th, 1803. 

" Proposed — That Harn- Taylor is engaged on the 
following conditions to sen-e for four years from the 
time of his engagement, etc., etc." 

On the resignation of Mr. iloxon. the committee 
decided to revert to the only proper position of things, 
and engage a manager who should be responsible to 
them, and to them only, and duly selected, out of many 
applicants, Mr. Daniel Massey. of the Xew Basford 
Co-operative Society Limited, near Nottingham, who 
entered upon his new position in February, ifiOj. 

It is not generally known that John Rusldn opened 
a tea shop in Paddington Street, London, in 1SS4. where 
tea was to be sold without a profit to the vendor. Mr. 
Ruskin discovered, however, that the poor only liked to 
buy their tea in brilliantly hghted shops where it is 
■■ eloquently ticketed," and he gave up the attempt on 
the ground that he was unprepared to compete with 
enterprising tradesmen '" either in gas or rhetoric."' 

In 13S2. according to Holinshed, grocers were not in 
ver\- good repute : — " None of that conipanie nor anie of 
the vinteners, butchers, grossers. should be 

adnutted maior ol the citie." 



Drapery Department. 

Mr. Joseph Walton, of Stocksbridge. a wire-drawer 
bv trade, had got together a httle business in the drapery 
and clothing line, at the east end of a row of cottages on 
the top of Hawke Green, not long before the Co-operative 
Stores opened, and feeling greatly in sympathy with the 
movement, he sold his stock-in-trade to the Society, and 
became their draperv" manager and salesman. This 
engaigement involved the giving of a bond for one hundred 
pounds, guaranteeing the faithful discharge of the duties 
attached 10 such a fwsition of trust. The date has been 
omitted, but the document is stamped May 3rd. iSoi. 
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and signed by Joseph Walton and his bondsman, 
Benjamin Walton, of Spencer Street, Chesterfield, shop- 
keeper and wire-drawer. 

When things were busier than usual in this depart- 
ment, Miss Mary Hayward (now Mrs. James Walton, of 
Matlock) used to " pop in " and give a helping hand ; 
" willing '' workers can generally find a job. 

Joseph Walton, however, did not stay very long with 
the Society, ill health occasioned the removal of himself 
and family to New Zealand in the early " sixties," where 
he died after a few years' residence. 

Mr. John Williams and family were hving in the 
house attached to the west end of the New Stores in 1865, 
when the writer first knew him. A man of good address 
and of considerable ability in his particular line of 
business, his appointment was evidently looked upon 
with satisfaction. In fact, Bennie Radley, no mean 
judge of character, described him as a very sharp little 
fellow, " If he is not too sharp for us," he added, with 
that twinkle in his eye which meant so much. 

He had been with the Society some little time when 
the loUowing bond for fifty pounds was arranged, which 
we have ventured to give in full, as an illustration of the 
committee's endeavours to safeguard the Society's interests 
during a period of great unrest : — 

" Know all Men by these presents that we John 
Williams of Stocksbridge in the Chapelry of Brad- 
field, in the Parish of Ecclesfield, in the County of 
York, Draper, and Joseph Thornton of No. 7 Withy 
Grove, Manchester, Currier, and Thomas Taylor of 
King Street, Leigh, Draper, both in the County of 
Lancaster, are hereby held and firmly bound to the 
Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industrial Co-operative 
Society (Limited), of Stocksbridge in the Chapelry 
of Bradfield, in the Parish of Ecclesfield, in the 
County of York, Grocers, Drapers, Butchers, and 
General Dealers, in the sum of Fifty Pounds of lawful 
Money of Great Britain, to be paid to the Treasurer 
for the time being of the said Society, or to their or 
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his certain Attorney, Executors, Administrators, or 
Assigns. 

" For which payment to be well and truly made 
we bind Ourselves and Each of us and each of our 
Heirs, Executors, Administrators or Assigns, and 
every of them jointly and severally and respectively, 
firmly, by these presents, Sealed with our Seals, 
Dated this sixteenth day of January in the year of 
Our Lord, One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
six. 

" Whereas the said John Williams hath been 
appointed Manager and Salesman of the Drapery 
Department of the above named Co-operative Society 
at Stocksbridge aforesaid and upon such appointment 
it was Mutually agreed that the aforesaid John 
Williams, Joseph Thornton and Thomas Taylor 
should become bound to the said Society in the before 
mentioned sum of Fifty Pounds for the faithful 
discharge by the said John Williams of his duty to 
the said Society in the Capacity of Manager and 
Salesman as aforesaid. 

" Now THEREFORE the Condition of the above 
written Obhgation is such that if the said John 
Williams do and shall from time to time while he 
shall continue in the Service of the said Society as 
such Manager and Salesman as aforesaid, diligently 
and faithfully serve the said Society and devote the 
whole of his time and attention to the said business 
of the said Society and give such reasonable attendance 
at the place of business of the said Society at Stocks- 
bridge aforesaid as the Committee of Management 
for the time being of the said Society shall from time 
to time require and do' and shall keep all the Cash 
Accounts, Ledgers, Books, Writings and Papers, 
belonging or relating to the Drapery Department 
of the said Society in a proper and business-like 
manner. 

" And do not nor shall embezzle, conceal or waste 
nor permit (as far as in him lies) to »be embezzled, 
concealed or wasted by others, any of the Goods, 
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Wares, Merchandise or othei Propeity belonging 
to the said Society. 

" And also if the said John Williams do and 
shall faithfully and punctually render true and just 
accounts of all Purchases and Sales by him on behalf 
of the said Society and of all Moneys received and 
paid by the said John Williams on behalf thereof 
and do and shall in all other respects diligently and 
faithfully demean and conduct himself as Manager 
and Salesman of the Drapery Department of the 
said Society. 

" Then the above written Obligation shall be null 
and void but otherwise shall be in full force. 

'■ (Signed) Thomas Taylor. 
" (Signed) Joseph Thornton. 
" (Signed) John WilHams. 

" Signed, Sealed and Delivered 
in the presence of 

" (Signed) Wilham Dyche." 

Mr. Williams acted as secretary during the half year 
ending June, 1867, and made himself generally useful 
to the Committee of Management, but, as the neighbour- 
hood offered him a larger scope for his undoubted ability, 
he was tempted, in consideration of his growing family, 
to break away from co-operation and embark in business 
on his own account. This would be in the latter part of 
1867. He died many years ago, greatly respected by all 
who knew his sterling worth, and Christian character. 

Mr. John Sprowson would follow Mr. Williams, and 
then Mr. Joseph Moxon appears on the scene ostensibly 
as manager of the drapery department, but leaves it 
very much to Miss Heathcote (now Mrs. Frank Bradwell), 
our first milliner, who often enough had to assist in both 
grocery and butchery departments, when things were 
" humming." They were busy years, the new manager 
was " winning his spurs " and there was a lot of spade- 
work for both committee-man and servant to do before 
the corner was turned. 
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Misses Schofield and Burtoft are names that occur 
during this period as milhners, &c., the former leaving 
on November 14th, 1867, and the latter on April 9th, 
1868. Miss Daykin follows next, to be succeeded by 
Mr. James Davies, the son of old John Davies, an Oiange- 
man, who differed strongly with Michael Murphy on 
theological grounds, but agreed with him heartily on 
the merits of " rale Irish Whusky " — a smart obliging 
salesman, who unfortunately fell below the standard 
demanded by the co-operative movement, and passed 
out into the world of private enterprise. 

Mr. Charlesworth, who comes next in order, did very 
well for the Society, but his anxious, careworn features, 
did not truly reflect the light which ought to shine o'er 
the co-operative landscape, and a minute recorded on 
August 28th, 1879, would not help in dispelling the 
gloom : — 

" Proposed — That we get another draper in place 
of Mr. Charlesworth." 

The matter, however, dragged on until June 12th, 
1880, when he was dismissed, being paid a week's wages 
in advance. The following minute was also placed on 
record, which we reproduce, in vindication of his 
memory : — 

" Proposed — That if a character be asked for by Mr. 
Charlesworth that the following be given : — ' That 
this committee believe Mr. Charlesworth to be 
strictly honest, but the committee and him could 
not agree on certain matters and therefore dismissed 
him.' " 

A Mr. Hunt was engaged in June, 1880, as draper, 
and on August nth, 1881, the committee decided that 
Mrs. Hunt should assist him on Saturdays and Mondays 
" for a month on trial." This arrangement must have 
proved satisfactory, as a minute on October 6th, 1881, 
says that 3s. per week are to be allowed her for such 
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They also pass from the scene, and Mr. John C. Moran 
is with us in 1882. He proved a most useful and capable 
servant, his courteous manner rebuking any undue 
familiarity, thus preserving the decorum that accords 
so well with the drapery business. He left the Society 
in 1885 or 1886, to commence business in a distant town, 
leaving behind him many pleasant memories of his con- 
nection with the Stores. 

Mr. B. Micklethwaite, who had been apprenticed to 
the Society in September, 1882, was promoted — 

" October 2nd, 1885. — Proposed — That we give 
B. Micklethwaite a chance as first counterman foi 
a time in the draper's department." 

This was a development on right lines, and on October 
19th, 1885, we read — 

" Proposed — That A(rnold) Thickett be elected 
to fill the office of an apprentice in the draper's shop." 

These members, now men of experience, are still in 
our employ, serving their fellow-members in the distri- 
bution of the clothing that is able to protect them from 
the chilly blast of winter or will adorn them with ease 
and grace on the sands by the rolling sea in summer, for 
the loyalty reflected in winter and summer dividends can 
give joys and comforts unknown to our forefathers. 

These appointments eventually brought about the 
abolition of an old custom referred to in the following 
minutes : — 

" October i6th, 1885. — Proposed — That Messrs. 
Donkersley and Willis assist in the Draper's Shop 
alternate weeks, or, as they can arrange. The same 
remuneration to be given to the above assistants 
as was paid before to Messrs. Leather and Peace." 

" July 9th, 1886. — Proposed — That the Assist- 
ance in the Drapery Shop be discontinued for the 
present." 
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This custom undoubtedly originated at a time when 
it was thought necessary to have some check on dis- 
honesty, in addition to its being considered an economical 
way of rendering assistance on busy nights. It must te 
confessed, however, that such assistance was often more 
embarassing than helpful, as the awkward movements of 
" more thumbs than fingers " in the handling of lace 
and other delicate fabrics, whose mysteries are of too 
esoteric a nature to confide to the general laity, would 
make confusion worse confounded. Such clumsiness, if 
it did not send a good customer down to " Williams' " 
or " Lunn's," would often impel them to try to hit upon 
a night when they might have the draper's undivided 
attention. Still, with all its drawbacks, much good 
humour prevailed, and a little native tact on the part 
of collier, foreman, or engine-driver, has smoothed many 
a ruffled brow, or dissipated many a rising storm in 
lipphng laughter, as the weary customer has turned at 
the door, and said " Good neet, Joa." 

It has probably been forgotten ere this that the com- 
mittee made a praiseworthy attempt in 1890 and i8gi 
to found a dressmaking department in the hope that the 
members might find it to their advantage to do the whole 
of their outfitting at the stores. 

Miss Bland, Miss Buddell, Miss Pashley, and Miss Bee 
strove to give the inspiration needed, and for a time the 
venture seemed to find favour, but after a while it drooped 
and finally flickered out. 

The committee, however, are not disheartened. The 
large building now rapidly approaching completion is 
designed to give the members an opportunity of doing 
business in all they require in milhnery, tailoring, and 
general outfitting, on the very best terms, and in a manner 
not to be beaten outside the city. The premises being fitted 
up in the most approved, and up-to-date style. 

" On the same benches on which sate the goldsmiths, 
drapers, and grocers, who had been returned to Parlia- 
ment by the commercial towns." 

— Macaulay, " History of England," 
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Boot and Shoe Department. 

The first cobbler, to use a colloquialism, was Henry 
Hawley, a relative of the late " King " Hawley, of 
Midhope, who received that title from the fact that he 
lived in what is quite correctly known as the King's 
House, it probably being the place where taxes were 
paS'd in olden times. He was followed by Tom Smith. 
These were both smart, good-looking men, and excellent 
workmen. 

At this juncture a letter, dated September 22nd, 1865, 
from Messrs. Mallinson and Whitham, of Huddersfield, is 
so refreshing in its exhibition of thehonest candour ascribed, 
not without truth, to Yorkshire business men, that we 
venture to copy it out in full ; — 

" To the Secretary, Co-operative Society, Stocks- 
bridge, 

" Mr. Jeffreys, your Treasurer, will no doubt have 
told you that our Mr. Whitham saw him yesterday, 
presented his account, and requested further orders, 
and on Mr. Jeffreys telling him that he would have 
to see the committee, and that after business hours, 
Mr. W. respectfully declined, and also said that he 
would not take an order from the best customer in 
the world if it was requisite for him to wait upon 
any parties for either orders or cash after reasonable 
business hours. 

" Now, sir, we have had an account and done 
business with your Society since March, 1861, and 
during that time we have done the best we could 
to serve you well, and we believe satisfactorily, in 
proof of which, that although we believe you have 
paid us the most money of anyone m our trade, yet 
you have the least quantity of our goods in stock, 
and therefore our goods • must have suited your 
customers, and if in future we can continue our old 
relations we shall be glad to do our very best for 
you, but we cannot wait upon anyone after 5 o'clock 
in the afternoon for the following reasons, viz. : — ist. 
The last train from Deepcar to Huddersfield leaves 
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at 6-48, therefore to wait upon you after that tinie 
would compel parties to remain all night at Stocks- 
bridge, where, independent of the inconvenience, it 
would cost something like six shillings extra for 
expenses. Now ! Neither ourselves nor other trades- 
men serve you for love but for the profit we get out 
of you, and you may depend that whatever extra 
expense we are put to we should expect you to pay 
for it either one way or another, and if supposing you 
gave us an order for say £20 worth of goods we 
should charge you 2J per cent more than anyone 
else, it is no use mincing the matter, it must be 
done, and you therefore have to pay for something 
you may very well do without. 2nd. It would be 
of no use whatever anyone going before your com- 
mittee with samples, because the odds are that none 
of them have had any experience in either shoes or 
leather, and it would be a great temptation for anyone 
to cheat them, and that without professing any extra 
honesty. We won't begin, and don't want leading 
into temptation, because we are all human beings and 
liable to err. 

" Excuse us if we give you a few words of advice 
in the conduct of your business in our trade. Get 
a person to classify the whole of your present stock, 
and to take a list of the sizes upon a form similar 
to the one enclosed, then make a note of those goods 
which do not appear to sell well, and advise your 
salesman to push those off even at a sacrifice, because 
no goods of whatever description improve with 
keeping. Notice the size of regular goods and see 
what is short. And order those, and those only, don't 
say send a dozen of this or half a dozen of that, but 
if short of only one pair of any size, order only that 
pair, arrange to send for your goods as you want 
them, and by sending for only small parcels, and 
often, your stock is always fresh, and you have never 
too much of any one sort, there is more money 
saved by judicious buying and watching the stock 
than most people are aware of. 
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" We enclose you two forms, one we will say, you 
have stock in kind, and the other as the order should 
be sent, similar to which we shall be glad to receive 
from you, regularly as required, and you can arrange 
to remit us the cash when due, and with thanks for 
past favours, We remain, etc." 

The next cobbler was a certain Henry Tate, on whose 
career the following letter casts a sinister shadow : — 

" January 14th, 1868. 
" Mr. Tate, — Our Committee hereby give you 
notice that the money you owe them must be paid 
by or on Saturday next, also that you must be pre- 
pared to give an account of all tools that you took 
to, on commencing to work for them, with interest 
thereon. — Pro Committee of Management, 

" (Signed) W. T. Beesley, Sec." 

George Butterfield, Benjamin Hawley, and Thomas 
Hawley are names that linger in the memory, but what 
their chronological position may be the writer would 
hesitate to say. 

William Sanderson — sometimes assisted by Wade 
Hawley — ^was cobbler for quite a number of years. A 
man who was fond of a chat, and always about, his figure 
was familiar in shop and committee room until his removal 
by death, an event which seemed to leave a gap round 
the corner, breaking in upon old conditions. 

To-day we have what we ought to have had long ago, 
one central depot where all repairs are collected and dealt 
with on up-to-date methods by a competent staff, furnished 
with all the latest and most improved machinery necessary 
in turning out work of good quality quickly and cheaply, 
so far as may be consistent with the conditions demanded 
by a true co-operative spirit. 

" What trade are you ? Truly, sir, in respect of a fine 
workman, I am but, as you would say, a cobbler." 

— Shakespeare, " Julius CtEsar." 
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Butchery Department. 

As already intimated the first butcher's shop opened 
by the Society was situated in Gibson Lane, then known 
as Water Lane, there being a well of good water on private 
property, in close proximity, from which the surrounding 
population drew their domestic supplies. The first 
butcher was WiUiam Rolling, better known to some of 
the old people as William Hinchliffe, of Thurlstone. 

The following account is of exceptional interest as 
showing the amount of business the Society was doing 
at the latter end of i860, compared with the total weight 
killed during the year 1909 : — 

{Copy of a Manuscript in the possession of Mr. T. E. Baity.) 

Butcher Account for Meat Purchased. 

i860. £ s. d. 

Sep. 27 2 Sheep 4 17 6 

28 i of Beefe 4 8 6 

Oct. 5 26 St. 31b. of Beefe, at 7s. per st 9 3 o 

— 3 Sheep, at 48 /- each 7 4 o 

10 3 Sheep, at 48 /- each 7 4 o 

12 26 stone lib. of Beef, at 6 /6 stone . . 890 

15 for one Beast 17 15 o 

22 one Beast 18 o o 

24 2 Sheep, at 48 /- each 4 16 o 

28 I Beast 18 o o 

— 3 Sheep, at 56 /- each 8 8 o 

— 2 Sheep, at 50 /- each 5 o 

Nov. 8 I Beast 16 10 o 

Nov. — I Beast 20 10 

— I Beast 19 3 o 
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Butcher's Account for Twelve Months ending 
December, 1909. 

(Compiled from the Balance Sheets of June and December 
of that year.) 

Weekly Average. 

18,339 stones of Beef 4>937 lbs. 

133 ,, Veal 36 lbs. 

3,491 ,, Mutton 940 lbs. 

126 ,, Lamb 34 lbs. 

6,670 ,, Pork i>796 lbs. 



380 Beasts. 

25 Calves 
626 Sheep . 

42 Lambs 
475 Pigs... 



28,759 stones — 179I tons 7>743 Ibs- 



Mr. Rolling was a very decent man from all accounts, 
but having a desire to be in business for himself, he did 
not stay with the Society very long, and Mr. T. E. Batty 
informs me that until a few years ago he was following 
his occupation, near the Market Place, in Barnsley. 

He was succeeded in 1861 by a butcher of the name of 
Thomas Hardcastle, described as late of Wath-upon- 
Dearne, in a bond for one hundred pounds, dated July 
8th, 1861, which document was stamped with a half- 
crown stamp. It was signed, sealed, and delivered, in 
the presence of Messrs. Joseph Hayward and George 
Batty. 

" Dick " Heald was here in September, 1868, but we 
are unable to find the date when he was engaged, though 
he must have been with the Society some years by the 
way in which he is remembered. 

Tradition says that on one occasion when the " Co-orp " 
butcher had killed a beast and prepared it ready for 
cutting up, he was called away and never came back. 
The committee were, of course, greatly perplexed, until 
a neighbour woman suggested that they could not do 
better than send for " Bill " Barrow out of the yard — 
he was then working for Mr. Fox — she was certain that 
if they gave him a chance, he would get them out of their 
difficulty. 
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They acted upon her advice, and he proved to be a 
" nap " hand at the job. His father, who Hved at the 
farmhouse known as " Cranberry Inn," from the fact that 
it had been a wayside hostelry in former days, did a 
considerable business in the meat trade at Penistone and 
round about, which explains why Wilham eventually 
became a butcher. 

Old people say that meat was cheap in those years 
compared with the prices of to-day, but dear enough in 
all conscience to a man who had a wife and six or eight 
children to provide for on twelve shillings a week, hence 
it was no uncommon sight, fifty years ago, to meet on a 
Sunday morning a few thrifty householders taking a 
" constitutional " by way of " Crumberry " in the hope 
of picking up a cheap bit or two, if they could only get 
there first, as Barrow had sometimes a few remainders 
from the night before. 

William Barrow was engaged by the committee more 
than once, according to some accounts, but he evidently 
followed Richard Heald in or about 1868, and did very 
well for the Society for a number of years. The butcher's 
department was housed in the middle portion of the New 
Stores, where Barrow reigned supreme. He was 
undoubtedly a good clean workman, and an expert buyer 
in the best of his days, but " strong drink " was his bane. 
The members were very generous in their treatment of 
him, and the committee gave him many opportunities of 
picking himself up, until their patience, and that of the 
members became exhausted. 

The auditor's report of the 15th of July, 1865, in 
ascribing the deficiency to losses in the butchering and 
shoemaking departments, shows how things were going, 
and as there was no dividend that half year, it is evident 
that greater vigilance was exercised for a time, until 
the recurrence of dividends, if only small ones, raised 
" spirits " all round, and nothing startling occurred until 
December 2nd, 1867, when William Dyche submitted the 
following observations for the committee's considera- 
tion : — 
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{Copy.) 
" Gentlemen of the Committee of the Co-operative 
Stores, I have been looking over one of your Beasts 
which cost £i6. los. and was 45 stones. 

£ s. d. 
13 stones Best Cuts of Beef, at 8d. a lb. & 

9 /4 a stone 6 i 4 

12 stones of Beef, at 7^d. a lb. & 8 /g a 

stone 5 5 o 

ID stones of Beef, at 6^d. a lb. & 7 /7 a 

stone 3 15 10 

5 stone. Necks & Brest of Beef, at 6d. 

a lb. & 7 /- a stone 115 

5 stones Stews, at 3jd. a lb. & 4/1 a 

stone I o 5 

A Beast that weaght will offal, at i /2 a stone 2 12 6 

20 10 I 
The Beast Cost 16 10 

Leaves of Profitts 4 o i 

" How much more will make when manager 
charges lod. a lb. for stakes of the next cut to the 
sticking peace which ought to be sould at 6d. a lb. 

" I think it is a shame to charge customers in that 
way. What will he charge for rump stakes ? 

" The rate that a sheep is sould for will be near 
on a Pound Profitt, when they charge 7d. a lb. for 
Loine. 

" I (k)now a man that went to Brownhill and got 
some Loine at 6d. on Saturday Last & the Sugar 
at 4d. lb. & 4jd. lb. is not worth as much by ^d. 
a lb. as we can get at Hay woods & the Tea is the 
same. 

" Your Potatoes is 2d. pence a Peck more money 
(than) Ed. Taylor sould (h)is at and is not so good. 
You as a Committee just look after the goods and 
your meat and dont let the Manager put on just what 
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he likes and let all your Customers go to Brownhill 
and other shops. 

" I (k)now very well it above 20 Per Sent Charge 
on Good sould. 

" There is something rong in the Draper Shop 
theres Goods sould. i artekel sould at a Jd. a yard 
more to one Person than another. That is not the 
way to carry on. 

" I remain Yours Most Truly, 

"Wm. D(yche), 

"Dec. 2/67." 

The absence of dividend at the end of June, 1868, 
and the appointment of Mr. Joseph Moxon, brought about 
several changes, changes that undoubtedly prompted 
Barrow " to steady up " for awhile, though as a well- 
known fact, he did not like to be superseded, either at 
market or elsewhere, but the committee were obdurate ; 
they insisted upon knowing how the members' money 
was spent, and Barrow had to submit. 

He was working for the Society in March of 1876, but 
must have fallen out of the ranks shortly after, inasmuch 
as Mr. John Lowe was engaged about that time. Mr. 
Lowe proved a very able servant and his genial manner 
and ringing laugh still lingers in our memory. He left 
the Society in June, 1880, to commence business in 
Sheffield, where he still resides. 

A person of the name of Mr. Wilson. Norbury, from 
Clayton West, succeeded him, but did not stay many 
months, as we find the committee looking out for another 
butcher in October, Mr. William Schofield, of High Green, 
being engaged in November, as will be seen from the 
following minute : — 

" Nov. 20, 1880. — Proposed — ^That we engage Mr. 
Wm. Schofield as butcher at these Stores at the rate 
of 30/- per week for twelve months." 

This was the commencement of nearly twenty-five 
years of faithful service, he having remained with the 
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Society until July, 1905. He gave of his best, and as 
co-operators we are not unmindful of the warmth such 
lives diffuse throughout, a movement whose members 
are apt to grow cold and unfeeling when they kneel too 
long at the shrine of dividend. Co-operation will surely 
die if it seeks to live by bread alone. 

Our butchery department is now a large establish- 
ment, as may be inferred from a comparison instituted 
earlier on. Quite a large staff of men and boys are 
employed, week by week, under the skilful guidance of 
Mr. George Howarth (a servant engaged so long ago as 
February, 1882) in providing for the demands of those 
members who stand on a liberal diet of flesh foods as 
needful in building up the bone and muscle they must 
have if they are to battle successfully with the glare of 
the furnace, or the roar of the football field. 

" If you are employed in marketing do not accept of 
a treat of a beefsteak and a pot of ale from the butcher." 

— Dean Swift. 








CHAPTER V. 



Advancement : The Establishment of Branch Shops, and 
OTHER Developments. 



" To pride ourselves on what we've done 
We feel we've great occasion ; 
We've saved our ' tin ' since we begun 
With our Co-operation." 

— S. S., Stalybridge, July, i860. 



^UR first branch shop was at Well Hill, Green Moor. 
It was doing business in 1861, and continued in 
existence for ten years, being closed at the beginning 
of 1872, the receipts for the half year ending December, 
1871, having dwindled to a few pence less than £24. 

Mr. James Hulse was the first shopman, and Mr. 
William Hardy the second. The .latter was not in charge 
very long. He died on March 25th, 1873, aged 27 years, 
greatly respected as an honest, hard-working, able young 
fellow. 

From 1872 to 1876 there were two branches in New 
Heywoods, one under the care of Mrs. Whitlam, the other 
— a grocer's shop — in charge of Mr. Oldfield, and after- 
wards of Mr. Leach. 

On June ist, 1883, a branch was opened at Thurgo- 
land, the Society having leased Mr. C. Parkin's shop for 
a term of ten years. In 1893 the committee were looking 
out for a site whereon to build a shop of their own to 
accommodate the business, which had become considerable. 
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when Mr. James I.aycock made them an offer of his 
premises, which were bought eventually for £1,500, and 
opened on June ist, 1893. 

Mr. Samuel Sanderson was manager from the com- 
mencement in 1883 until his death on June 5th, 1905, he 
having completed 22 years of devoted service when called 
away. He was succeeded by his son, who left our employ 
in 1907. 

A special general meeting of members was held in the 
Congregational School on November 7th, 1891, to which 
the farmers of the district were invited to mutually con- 
sider the advisability of establishing a butter factory in 
connection with the co-operative stores. Mr. J. C. Gray, 
the secretary of the Co-operative Union, addressed the 
meeting, after which the subject was thoroughly discussed 
by the farmers and others specially interested in such 
matters. 

The project, however, fell through, it being generally 
conceded that such a scheme was impracticable in our 
neighbourhood, which is not a dairy district. The fate 
of the Penistone and District Dairy Company Limited, 
which was launched in April, 1897, with a capital of 
;£2,200, proved that the judgment of the meeting was 
sound. This company was wound up in 1902, and must have 
involved considerable loss to those who had invested in it. 

An exhibition of butter-making, held about the same 
time, under the auspices of the West Riding County 
Council, in the room over the bakery at Stocksbridge, 
attracted a great deal of attention, and the lessons it had 
to teach were certainly not thrown away. 

The branch shops at Deepcar, which cost a large sum. 
were opened during the latter half of 1893, and have 
proved of great service in that portion of the Little Don 
Valley. 

Branches were also opened at Upper Midhope and 
Langsett in 1898, as we are reminded in the following 
entries extracted from the minutes : — 

" March nth, 1898.— That we write Mr. Watts, re 
land at Langsett, pointing out that we are not a 
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company putting the profit in our own pocket, but 
that we shall probably return more in di\idend than 
the profit made in the district" 

"August i8th, 1898.— That Mr Joshua Bramall 
has the management of the Langsett Branch, providing 
he gets a practical man for the grocery department." 

" August i8th, 1898. — That Mr. Joshua Bramall 
has a Commission of 6d. in the £ on all sales at 
Langsett and Upper Midhope Branch." 

These minutes are interesting reading in the light of 
subsequent events. The serious mismanagement revealed 
by an examination of the balance sheets at the end of 
June, 1900, showed that fullj- £i,$oo more had been paid 
away in dividends than had been earned as profit, and 
though it was contended that the deficiency was more 
apparent than real, the special audit referred to below 
confirmed all that had been alleged with reference to the 
actual state of affairs. 

" December 3rd, 1900. — Special General Meeting — 
That the report of the Special Auditors be accepted, 
and that the Committee be (instructed) to carry 
them out." 

What " storm centres " our meetings have been I 
How progress has been challenged at every step by those 
who have posed as carrjnng the shield of Achilles ! The 
conflict in which the two estates of the realm are at present 
engaged has had its counterpart in our midst time after 
time. 

The Upper Midhope Branch was closed on the resig- 
nation of Mr. BramaU, and Mr. H. Taylor placed in charge 
of the Langsett Branch, when things returned to their 
normal state under improved conditions. 

The chemist and drug department has been a success 
from its commencement in 1901, and is now under the 
able management of a qualified superintendent in the 
person of Mr. James P. Kenney, 
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A number of sickroom appliances, provided and owned 
by the Society-, are in Mt. Kenney's care for loan to mem- 
bers under certain regulations, of wliich full particulars 
may be obtained in his department. 

The old-established business founded by ^[r. Kilner, 
at Wortley, was bought at the close of 1902. and the 
premises reopened as our \\'ortIe\- Branch in the beginning 
of 1903. The small farm in connection with this branch 
is worked as a separate department and found xery 
useful. 

By a neat arrangement planned by Mr. B. J. B. 
Marsden, of Stocksbridge, architect, our property opposite 
the Thurgoland Branch was converted into two hand- 
some shops, and in taking over the drapery and butchery 
departments greatly relieved the pre\iously congested 
condition of the larger building, which had become too 
small to properly house the lot. 

The two shops recently opened in Old Heywoods arc 
meeting a long-felt want in that neighbourhood, so far as 
grocery, provisions, and butcliery are concerned, the 
millinery department temporarily located there having 
been transferred to more commodious apartments in the 
Jubilee Building at Stocksbridge. 

We have had a bakery since iSSo, \\hich, during the 
half >ear ending December, 1909, transformed nearly 
twenty-four tons of flour into no less than 25,569 loaxx's 
of bread and over three hundred thousand smaller forms 
of the staff of life. 

The launchy and coal depai-tments are doing well, 
and the society is also helping co-operators to cultivate 
a better taste in the painting and papering of their homes 
by a depaitment devoted to the providing of the best 
that can be done in such work. 

\\'ith further reference to the new shops at Thurgo- 
land, we would not forget that the opening of these 
piemises on September 26th, 1908, was used as an oppor- 
tunity for arousing rene\\ed interest in co-operation. 
Mr. Aspinall, a member of tlie committee, and a nati\-e 
of Thurgoland, was presented with a gold-plated key 
wherewith to unlock the doors, after which the members 
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and friends adjourned to the National School, where an 
excellent tea was provided, followed by a concert. During 
the evening Mr. Aspinall, Mr. J. C. Kenworthy, and Mr. 
M. Dyson spoke on the benefits of co-operation generally 
and to our neighbourhood in particular. Mr. Alfred 
Moxon also recited the following poem, which was greatly 
appreciated, the whole of the proceedings having provided 
one of those pleasant interludes in the lives of the toilers 
which are so marked a feature of the co-operative 
movement : — 

Mr. Chairman, we are meeting 
On this most auspicious day ; 
Men and brothers here are greeting, 
In Co-operation's way. 

We are here to-night, rejoicing 
At the success of our trade ; 
And together we are voicing, 
Of extensions, we have made. 

Here at Thurgoland, an outpost 
Of our grand Industrial Store ; 
Which has kept the Wolf of Hunger, 
Often from the toiler's door. 

We are pleased to meet our members. 
Stationed here at Thurgoland ; 
For they seem now like a great host, 
Marching to a happy land. 

Long has been the march and dreary. 
All along the toilsome way ; 
Making men of mettle weary, 
Fighting for a better day. 

But the foe is now retiring ! 
Few now dare resist your claim ! 
For the shot which you are firing, 
Has a sure and noble aim. 
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Vo':; are aiming ai tbe S-'r^^-^z. 
Yoa have smote Iiiin. lap and thigji : 
Ar-C the world is now yoor debtor, 
Xow this vampire sore mtist die. 

Cmel-hearted Competiticm, 
Yoa are tiacldi^ to its lair : 
Drive it onward to per^tkm. 
Lay it low and ke^ it tl-^re. 

It has caused the worid nmcfa schtow. 
Sweated dens are caused by this : 
Bat, we kr.ow a ixi^t to-mcKrow. 
Win be btwn of this day 5 Ubs. 

For we know Cb-<qiaation, 
Bksses all along the way. 
Cheering ev^ry hnmlfc station. 
It has reacr.ei onto this da\-. 

Many hmnes have been made biiEr.tcr. 
By the Dividend they get. 
Many a motha's heart is ligjiter; 
Xow that she bays iree 'rom debt. 

.\ye '. the good time now is nearing. 
For wfaicfa we have trakd so long, 
.And within these waDs we're hearing, 

'-■vir.-ii oi the ■'.-ictorio^is sons. 

Let OS all united rally. 
Round this grand cause of the poor ; 
Spread it wide o'er hill and valley. 
Make <t known frcmi door to door. 

Tell vour naghbonrs, let them know that. 
Good win come for ever-more. 
Unto them, if they but trade at 

Tr.is f r;*. trinrh of Stocksimdge rjiore. 
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You have proved this beyond measure, 
Nought can take your faith away, 
From that which, in a great measure, 
Provides for a Rainy Day. 

Money, it is lov'd by many, 

A few do without its aid, 

But most men must turn the penny, 

Thro' the medium of some trade. 

And what way of getting this wealth, 
Is more just than that we ply, 
For we sweat none here till their health. 
Breaks down, or they early die. 

We made eight thousand pounds last year. 
Of profits by our trading : 
And tho' it is re -stated here. 
This fact I'm not parading. 

But every member of our store. 
Received his rightful share 
Of this, Justice can do no more, 
Or be to man more fair. 

Capital and Labour are still 
Pointing shotted gun and spear : 
But Co-operation will 
Ere long, displace those arms of fear. 

Now Mr. Chairman, it is meet 
Upon another phase to treat, 
Of Labour, and its scant reward 
To those who have to toil so hard. 
In mine or forge, workshop or field, 
Then to penury have to yield : 
While those who toil not, neither spin. 
Take the big share which toilers win. 
Just this one point, then I conclude. 
Nor further on your time intrude 
The problem then is — a just share 
Of wealth, for Labour's toil and care. 
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Labour and Capital combined, 
Produce the Wealth of Nations : 
But Capital is only born 
Of men's hard occupations, 
Therefore, that Capital should be, 
Distributed in equity. 

Workmen and Masters produce wealth ; 

And then there's a division 

Of profits, which is oft unjust, 

And calls for a revision ; 

Which gives an equitable share, 

To Labour, for its toil and care. 

Why labour to make Millionaires, 
And stronger make the band. 
That binds you still to toils and cares, 
To serve at Wealth's command : 
We ask you who meet here to-night. 
To join us in this noble fight. 

That we may help the Working-man, 

In every occupation, 

To ' work on the Communal plan, 

We call " Co-operation " ; 

Then each will get his own fair share, 

Apportioned, of what is to spare. 

To all now gathered here to-night, 

This happy consumation 

Will come about, if you will fight 

With us, to mend your station. 

Then let us all united be, 

To win the good we all can see. 

Come then, join the men who give you 
Brighter hopes from day-to-day ; 
Who have made the clouds of labour, 
Dissipate and flee away. 
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Let no fears or doubts detain you, 
Firmly grasp the helping hand ; 
Held out by Co-operators, 
To the poor and toiling band. 
Accept now the invitation ; 
Then from, this day ever-more, 
You will mend your situation, 
If you join the Stocksbridge Store. 

— Alfred Moxon. 

Our most recent extension, which has not inappro- 
priately been designated the " Jubilee Building," has 
excited a degree of interest almost, if not quite, equal 
to that aroused in a smaller community when the " New 
Stores," now our central premises, were erected in 1862. 

These premises were opened for business on Friday, 
May 6th, 1910, and the following account, which appeared 
in the Penistone and Stocksbridge Express of the 14th of 
May, will, along with a study of the photograph of this 
building to be found on another page, afford the reader 
a good idea of the Society's latest venture : — 

"CO-OPERATIVE ENTERPRISE IN THE 
LITTLE DON VALLEY. 

Opening of new Offices and Shops .-^t 
Stocksbridge. 

" Close upon fifty years ago the Rochdale system 
of co-operation appealed to the working classes of 
this valley as a means whereby their material welfare 
could be considerably improved, and the large busi- 
ness premises then erected have been a centre from 
which a golden stream has flowed, dividing into 
many lesser streams, carrying into hundreds of 
homes the means of comfort and prosperity which 
otherwise many of them might never have possessed. 
From a small beginning has arisen a society with 
members in nearly every house in the district, and 
owning, in addition to central stores, five branches, 
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Grocery Department. 




Drapery and Butchery Departments. 
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some of which consist of several shops, also a number 
of houses, a bakery, etc. 

" For some time it has been felt that the central 
premises were not adequate for the requirements of 
the trade, and it was decided to extend. Messrs. 
C. J. Innocent and Son, of Sheffield, were asked to 
prepare plans, and in October last the tender of 
Mr. Dick Smith, builder, etc., Stocksbridge, was 
accepted. 

" The building is in the centre of Stocksbridge, 
opposite the Old Stores, and without a doubt arc 
the handsomest and most striking business premises 
in the place. On the ground floor are milhner's and 
gentlemen's outfitting departments, comprising two 
lofty and spacious shops, luxuriously fitted up by 
Messrs. Parnell and Co., of Manchester, tailoring 
and milliners' rooms and lavatories. On the first 
floor are a suite of offices, complete with special 
rooms for the committee, secretary, and manager, 
waiting rooms, store rooms, and lavatories. On the 
upper floor are well •lighted workrooms. The style 
of the building is an adaptation of the local form of 
early Renaissance, and has an imposing frontage to 
the Manchester road. True economy has been 
studied in the design and in the appointments, and 
it must be, relatively to its ensemble, one of the 
cheapest buildings erected under the auspices of 
the co-operative movement. 

" The old and new buildings, seen together, form 
a graphic proof of progress, and there was justifiable 
pride in the faces of the Stocksbridge co-operators 
on Friday night as they gathered together at the 
opening of their Jubilee (monumental) building. 

" Mr. John C. Kenworthy presided, and, briefly 
traced the history of the Society from its first build- 
ing to the present. 

" Mr. C. J. Innocent (architect) presented Mr. 
Joshua Pyrah, president of the society, with a golden 
key with which to unlock and open the main dooi' 
of the premises. 
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" Mr. Joshua Pyrah was greeted with cheers on 
rising to perform the opening ceremony. He said 
that the extensions were not the outcome of a brief 
consideration, but the result of several years' 
anxious deliberations on the part of the committee, 
and in appealing to them to support their own insti- 
tution he did not ask for blind loyalty, but if they 
found that the Society could do as well for them 
as others could do, then he asked them to be loyal 
to their own interests by trading with their own 
institution. He paid a tribute of praise to the archi- 
tect and the contractors, and concluded by throwing 
open the doors and declaring the premises open. 

" Afterwards the departments were inspected by 
the large crowd present, and general satisfaction 
and admiration were expressed. 

" The sub-contractors were : Messrs. John Hanwell 
and Sons, joiners ; Henry Hey and Sons, slaters and 
plasterers ; W. P. Brown, plumber ; Messrs. Newton, 
Chambers and Co. put in the heating apparatus. 
The Society did the painting and decorating. 

To feel a reasonable pride in these outward and visible 
signs of the progress of the Stocksbridge Band of Hope 
Industrial Co-operative Society Limited, on the part of 
the members, is commendable, especially when we reflect 
upon the fact that a life of fifty years has insured such 
an institution against any attack of that dreadful malady 
known as " swelled head," which so often afflicts young 
men and institutions when prosperity comes more quickly 
than their cranial development. 

" Be substantially great in thyself, and more than 
thou appearest unto others ; and let the world be 
deceived in thee, as they are in the lights of heaven." 

— Sir Thomas Browne. 




CHAPTER VI. 



The Oldest Manager in the South Yorkshire District. 



" 'Tis a maxim ot the wise to leave things before they 
leave you. Wisely withdraw from the chance of mishaps, 
lest you have to do so from the reality." 

— " The Art of Worldly Wisdom," by 

Balthasar Gracian. 



SjlyAjR. JOSEPH MOXON who, as secretary, manager, 
r^pL and committee-man, had served the Stocksbridge 
^- ^' Band of Hope Industrial Co-operative Society 
Limited for a space of thirty-nine years at the date of his 
retirement from these positions, was born at Kexborough, 
near Barnsley, so long ago as January 26th, 1833. 

A weaver by trade, as his father, Joshua Moxon, had 
been before him, he was following this time-honoured 
occupation at Redbrook Mills in 1857, a year rendered 
memorable in the annals of Barnsley by the terrible 
disaster at Lundhill Colliery, on February 19th. 

The linen trade, along with weaving in general, was 
very depressed at that date, and as the prospects at Red- 
brook Mills were poor indeed, Mr. Moxon took time by 
the forelock and came over to Stocksbridge, where a 
brother-in-law, Joseph Drabble, of Clayton West, had 
recently found employment, hoping that he might be 
equally successful. Needless to say, hands were wanted. 
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and he was engaged at the then munificent rate of twelve 
shillings weekly. Houses were few and new comers had 
to wait for a chance, but eventually he obtained one, and 
with his family settled in the neighbourhood. 

He was glad to devote his energies to anything that 
was put before him, and by careful attention he soon 
became proficient in the work entrusted to him. The 
hours were long, but never dreary, and overtime was 
welcome, though strange to modern ears; holidays were 
a source of bewilderment to men in his position, inas- 
much as rent-days and meal-times came round with the 
regularity of the almanac and the clock ; the landlord 
and the stomach, then as now, insisted on regular atten- 
tion. He and others, similarly situated, were therefore 
glad to ask for any odd job to carry them over the holidays 
in their anxiety to make ends meet if possible. 

When, in 1868, he was pressed by his friends at the 
Stores to devote the whole of his time to the service of 
the Society he was feeling so well settled in his own 
humble way, that he hesitated before giving a definite 
answer. He very properly wished to know how Mr. Fox 
would regard the matter, he felt that he ought not to 
risk an apparent permanency for an uncertainty. He 
therefore laid the matter before his employer, who said : 
" Thee can go, and if they don't like thee or thee doesn't 
like them, thee come back and go straight to the place 
thee left." With this assurance he left Stocksbridge 
Works, and remained with the Stocksbridge Society until 
his resignation at the end of igo6. 

The following extract from a paper read by Mr. Moxon 
at the South Yorkshire conference held at Stocksbridge, 
on Saturday, March 4th, 1893, tells the story of those 
years in his own words : — 

" The committee now decided to make a some- 
what new departure, they said, in the past we have 
had strangers mostly, we have tried men from almost 
all parts of the kingdom, men with an unlimited number 
of testimonials, smart men with plenty of go and dash 
about them, but little principle, but now we will try 
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one of our own men, one that we know to be a co- 
operator and in sympathy with the co-operative 
movement. They invite him, but he doesn't see 
his way very clearly to accept the situation, for he 
knows the state of the Society and its difficulties, but 
he also remembers the old proverb, ' that one bird 
in the hand is worth two in the bush.' However, 
after a time he is pressed again, and he consents to 
try. At first his attempts were not looked upon 
with favour by some inside nor by others outside, 
but the committee were unanimous about the matter, 
and the man they had selected determined to do his 
best to make it a success ; he had a mind to work. 
The committee were with him ; they helped him in 
every possible way. He consulted them in all matters 
where he thought they could help him. There was 
confidence between them. This enabled the manager 
they had selected to throw all his energies into the 
work he had to do. It was not easy or popular, but 
something that needed a good deal of steady, con- 
scientious, and persevering effort, and that was 
willingly given, so far as he possessed them. We will 
now have a look at the state of things after five years 
of hard work has been given to the Society, which 
brings us to the year 1873, which is a memorable one 
in our history. In 1868 there were 120 members, in 
1873 we had 340. It was during this year that we 
took up shares and opened a deposit account in the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society. We look back upon 
that as a wise step, and would advise others to do 
the same. It was during this year we did away with 
the office of treasurer and opened a banking account 
instead, repaid the mortgage of ^^400 that we had on 
the buildings, increased our receipts from £3,235 in 
December, 1868, to £9,883 in December, 1873 ; the 
difference of contributions received in the two half- 
yeafs, viz., £2 received in the half year ending 
December, 1868, and £582 for the half year ending 
December, 1873. It was in this year that we sought 
for a reduction in the hours of labour from 61 to 52^ 
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hours. The request was met in a right spirit and 
granted on one condition, that the Society didn't 
suffer for it. It was accepted, and from that time 
to the present it has made steady progress." 

A " Summary Showing the Progress of the Society," 
to be found in the appendix, completes the period under 
review, and we turn to the half-yearly meeting held on 
January 6th, 1890, when the following resolution was 
moved by Mr. Joseph HoUing and seconded by Mr. John 
C. Kenworthy, viz. : — 

" Proposed that fifteen guineas be spent by the 
committee on the manager's portrait, as a mark of 
the members esteem for him, and that it be left in 
the hands of the committee." 

This was done as shown in the following minutes 
passed in committee on July i8th, i8go, viz. : — 

" That the portrait of the manager be presented 
in the Congregational Schoolroom, if it can be had, 
and that it be held on the first Monday in August at 
half-past 8 o'clock p.m. 

" That Mr. Wood, of Heckmondwike be invited 
to attend, Mr. Llewellyn and Mr. Swann in order as 
named." 

The fact of Mr. Moxon's retirement was duly chronicled 
in the local journal and also in the organ of the movement, 
and we cannot do better than reproduce such reports. 
The first notice appeared in the Penistone and Stocks- 
bridge Express : — 

" There was a meeting of the Co-operative Society 
members in the British School on Monday evening, 
February nth, 1907, when it was decided to make 
some recognition of the faithful services of the late 
manager and secretary, Mr. Joseph Moxon, who, 
after a period of 39 years, recently retired from office. 
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Contribution lists will be exhibited at each branch 
of the Society. The question of making a giant to 
Mr. Moxon out of the Society funds was discussed, 
but the president, Mr. Pyrah, stated that such a 
course was illegal." 

On February 17th, 1907, the Co-operative News gave 
an account of a presentation made on behalf of the em- 
ployes of the Society : — 

" A Worthy Retires — Oldest Manager in 

South Yorkshire District. 

" After thirty-nine years' service as manager ana 
secretary of the Stocksbridge Society, Mr. Jos. 
Moxon (the oldest co-operative manager in the 
South Yorkshire District) has retired. The employes, 
with their wives, numbering over seventy, met on 
Wednesday, February 13th, to show their apprecia- 
tion of his services, and to present him with a beau- 
tiful marble timepiece (supplied by the C.W.S.), as a 
token of respect and esteem. Mr. Teather (the 
oldest employe) occupied the chair, and Mr. James 
Brearley made the presentation. He spoke in feeling 
terms of the great loss they, as employes, would 
suffer in Mr. Moxon leaving. When Mr. Moxon took 
up the position of manager to the Society its affairs 
were at the lowest ebb, the confidence of the members 
being entirely lost. For the first half year of his 
management the contributions to share account 
amounted to £2, and the sales were only £3,235. 
In the last half year the sales were £31,088, which 
was sufficient proof of his character and ability, 
and showed what a tower of strength he must have 
been. He hoped Mr. Moxon would be amongst 
them for many years to enjoy his well-earned rest. 
Mr, Moxon, rising to reply, was greeted with a 
rendering of ' For He's a Jolly Good Fellow.' " 

The following account appeared in the pages of the 



no CO-OPERATION IN STOCKSBRIDGE. 

Penistone and Stocksbridge Express for March 30th, 1907, 
under the heading of " Mr. Moxon's Testimonial Fund," 
viz. : — 

" A very pleasant gathering was held in the 
British School, on Saturday evening, when Mr. 
Moxon, who has been manager of the Society for a 
period of thirty-nine years, was the recipient of a 
purse, containing eighty guineas, subscribed for by 
a number of his friends. The chair was taken by 
Mr. Conyers, the late president of the Society, in 
the unavoidable absence of Mr. Pyrah, the acting 
president. Messrs. E. Thickett, J. Sheldon, J. Stokes, 
J. Lindley, and A. M. Farnie were also on the plat- 
form. Mr. Conyers said that it was thought advis- 
able to mark Mr. Moxon's retirement by a testimonial, 
and that meeting was the result of the presentation 
committee's efforts. Mr. Thickett gave a short 
history of the Society, and dwelt humorously on 
its ups and downs in its earlier years, when travellers 
and other persons, to whom bills were owing, used 
to sit alongside Mr. Moxon while that gentleman 
counted up the Society's takings. At that time 
there was also a mortgage on the Society to the 
tune of £400 ; but, thanks to good management 
and all pulling together, this was paid off, and the 
Society entered upon a period of prosperity which 
has continued with slight variation up to the present 
time. He also related several little incidents, all 
tending to show Mr. Moxon's devotion to his duties. 
Mr. Moxon suitably responded, and wished the 
Society, under its new manager, equal or greater 
success in the future than it had ever experienced 
in the past. During the evening some songs were 
rendered by Messrs. G. Pearson and S. Harrison, 
selections on the gramophone by Mr. J. E. Drabble, 
and recitations by Miss Coney." 

A poem, of which we give a copy below, composed 
specially for this occasion by Mr. Alfred Moxon, of Sunny 
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Mount, Stocksbridge, a nephew of the old manager, was 
recited by the author : — 

Mr. Chairman, one and all, 

We gather here to-night. 

To honour an old warrior, who 

Has fought a gallant fight, 

And for Co-operators won. 

In Stocksbridge, a grand battle, 

And now 'tis time his ears shou'd cease, 

To hear the cannons rattle. 

Not with blind courage did he take 
His sword and shield in hand ; 
But with full knowledge of the foe. 
He took his lonely stand ; 
Trusting in God, as well as man, 
He went into the fray. 
To help his fellow working-man 
Along a better way. 

Thro' wars of selfish calumny. 
He fought both night and day 
To keep the hardy sons of toil. 
From selfishness a prey. 
And in our stores we all have wealth, 
Which others would have taken. 
If he had left the sinking ship. 
Which others had forsaken. 

Thro' raging storms and squally seas, 
He brought her safe to port. 
And now she rides majestic'Iy, 
And with rough waves can sport. 
We do not dread her passage now, 
She's weathered fate's worst gale ; 
And our old Captain leaves her safe. 
On any seas to sail. 



112 CO-OPERATION IN STOCKSBRIDGE. 

For forty long years he has toiled 

To help the workers' cause ; 

And now the evening shadows fall, 

We wish him sweet repose : 

And tho' beyond three score and ten, 

We hope he still will stay, 

To see the travail of his soul, 

Now strife has passed away. 

So here we are to give him proof 

Of this our strong desire ; 

To cheer the remnant of his days. 

With friendship's holy fire ; 

Justice and gratitude demand. 

This tribute that we pay. 

To honest toil and sterling worth, 

Upon this festal day. 

Here all recriminations end : 
The past we now are leaving 
To other men, to do their best 
At trade and commerce weaving. 
My plea is for a buried past,- — 
And on its ashes build, 
A Stores united that shall be 
All our old friend oft willed. 

Hence, Discord ! hence ! Come Harmony, 

Thy bond of union bring. 

While with united heart and voice. 

To-night we all will sing, — 

Shall old acquaintance be forgot, 

Who served us long ago. 

Holding the pass while others failed, 

To stay the advancing foe. 

In conclusion, Mr. Moxon's connection with co-opera- 
tion has always been of a very routine character ; he 
was never so happy as when serving behind the counter 
in the grocery department at the Central Stores, a depart- 
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ment which always claimed his special sohcitude. Nine- 
teen years ago, on September 25th, 1891, the following 
minute records — 

" That Mr. Moxon take his proper place as manager 
by taking the general oversight of the business and 
men, and any man not working according to his 
orders he has the power to dismiss him. — (Signed) 
Edward Thickett, Chairman." 

He had not time, and apparently no inclination, for 
the purely educational side of the movement, but went 
plodding on in his own way, early and late, pooh-poohing 
any suggestion of help in official duties, until the effluxion 
of time compelled the committee to insist upon someone 
being appointed to share the burden. " His health," 
they said, " might give way, and it was not wise for 
him to be alone." He replied, " I only want a boy for 
a few hours a day." They responded by appointing in 
1894 Mr. Henry Peace, an old and trusted co-operator, 
whose personality eventually reconciled him to the know- 
ledge that the committee were acting wisely. 

Like thousands of other men in the co-operative 
movement he has been connected with the Sunday school 
from his youth upwards, having been a teacher and super- 
intendent for many years. He is also a deacon of the 
Congregational Church, a manager of the British Schools, 
a Guardian of the Poor, a member of the Urban District 
Council, of which he has been .chairman, and so entitled 
to take a place on the bench of West Riding magistrates. 
His connection with the Urban District Council has also 
placed him on the Educational Sub-committee, the 
Evening Schools Committee, and the Governing Body of 
the Bolsterstone Free School and Exhibition. 

Of a sturdy, robust build, combined with the posses- 
sion of magnificent health, his few well-won and well- 
worn accomplishments have carried him through a long 
and strenuous life with his natural force almost unabated. 
This privilege, to his honour be it said, has never been 
abused, and it has been accompanied by another equally 
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gracious blessing — he has never lost a night's rest through 
worry or excitement ; within a few moments of placing 
his head on the pillow he has invariably been able to 
fall into a sound and refreshing sleep, and we sincerely 
trust that he may be spared to take part in our Jubilee 
celebration. 

No matter what errors of administration he may 
have shared with or without the committee, he has pur- 
sued the even tenor of his way, secure in the knowledge 
that so long as the dividend remained at the rate of half- 
a-crown in the pound the gratitude of the members would 
correspond, and when at last he and his friends had to 
acknowledge that the tide of competition was running 
with a wide and deep scour amidst the shingle that had 
hitherto protected " old conditions," worldly wisdom 
discerned that the time of departure was at hand. 

" Difhcult to turn from any course he had decided 
upon," as so laughingly defined when he, many years 
ago, submitted himself to a phrenological examination 
at the hands of the late Mr. Samuel Hoyland, of Sheffield, 
in Salem Church, he founded his success upon two very 
good business maxims, viz., " Ample depreciation of 
stock and buildings," and the formation and preserva- 
tion of a reasonable '■' Reserve." 

Smarter men may gauge themselves, and the public, 
by their ability to take a balance sheet very near the 
edge in these things, but a wise and truly democratic 
committee dare not risk their reputation, nor the savings 
of their fellow-members, by playing fast and loose with 
principles at once so sound and far-reaching in their 
security. 

" For honourable age is not that which standeth in 
length of time, nor that is measured by number of years. 
But wisdom is the gray hair unto men, and an unspotted 
life is old age." 

" Wisdom of Solomon." 



CHAPTER VII. 



The Rules of the Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industrial 
Co-operative Society Limited, with some important 

FACTS concerning THEM, WHICH EXPLAIN WHY THE NeW 

Rules proposed in 1898 were rejected. 



' Order is heaven's first law.' 



-Pope. 



\ir^N the muniment room of our Society there is care- 
^ fully preserved a small pamphlet of sixteen pages, 
^ which the passing years are rendering exceedingly 
precious. It is what may be regarded as the " Certificate 
of Baptism " so far as our Society is concerned, giving 
the names of those who stood at the " font " as god- 
fathers, and promised to bring the infant Society into a 
full knowledge of the law and the Ten Commandments. 

This treasured document is none other than one of 
two copies of " Rules " adopted at a general meeting of 
the members, held October ist, i860. These rules were 
printed " at the office of Jeremiah Robertshaw, opposite 
the Angel Inn, Angel Street, Sheffield, i860," and signed 
by William Dyche, the secretary, and three other members, 
viz., Joseph Hayward, Henry Hall, and Joseph Walton, 
and submitted to the Registrar for his api)roval. 

The Registrar's Certificate appended reads : — 
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" I hereby certify that the Rules are in conformity 
to Law, and with the Provision of the Statutes in 
force relating to Industrial and ^Provident Societies. 
" (Signed), John Tidd Pratt, 
" The Registrar of Friendly Societies in England, 
" i6th day of Nov., i860. 
" Copy kept — J. Tidd Pratt." 

These rules were based upon the " Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act of 1852," which required the 
conveyance of all property to be vested in three Trustees, 
and only allowed such societies to hold one acre of land 
for ofi&ces. At that time there was no such thing as 
" hmited liability," the Limited Liability Act being 
passed three years later, in 1855, and several times 
amended in 1856-7-8. In the event of winding-up, every 
member of the Society would have been liable down to 
his or her last penny until all creditors were satisfied. 
The protection of the neV Act of 1862 was therefore 
sought early in 1863, which rendered it necessary for the 
Society to be registered again, a matter referred to in 
the following letter, viz. : — 

(Copy.) 

" gth February, 1863. 
" Registrar of Friendly Societies, 
"28, Abingdon Street, 

" Westminister, S.W. 
" Sir, 

" I herewith return your Rules. I would recom- 
mend you to obtain a copy of the Act 25 and 26, Vic, 
c. 87, and (according to Section 2) apply to me for 
a certificate of registration under the New Act. 

" The letter of application should be signed by 
three members and the Secretary, and should be 
accompanied with two printed copies of the whole 
of the present rules. 

" When the Society is registered the members may 
make such Rules and Alterations as they may think 
proper consistent with the provisions of the 25 and 
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26 Vic, c. 87 ; and I will examine such Rules, and 
Alterations, when thev are submitted to me. — Yours 
faithfully, • " (Signed), J. Tidd Pratt." 

These amended rules were signed by the secretary, 
John McKinnon, and seven other members of the Society, 
viz., William Dyche, George Batty, Thomas Marshall, 
John Haigh, George Matthews, John Eastwood, and 
Joseph Hajrward, all of whom have passed over to the 
great majority. 

The Registrar's certificate in this instance reads : — 

" I hereby certify that the foregoing Rules of the 
Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industrial Co-operative 
Society, at Stocksbridge, in the countj' of York, are 
in conformity with law. 

" (Signed), John Tidd Pratt, 
" Registrar of Friendly Societies in England, 
" 15th April, 1863. 
" Copy kept— J. Tidd Pratt." 

In the copies of these rules printed by the Co-operative 
Printing Society Limited, in 1905, the title page says, 
" Adopted at a Special General Meeting of the Members, 
January 19th, 1873." 

This is an error. It ought to read " 1863 " as proved 
on reference to an old rule book printed by Jeremiah 
Robertshaw in 1863. 

With the exception of the following amendments, 
registered April 17th, 1883, and October 6th, 1886, these 
old rules are still in force, and in this connection it is very 
important for co-operators to remember that their 
societies are now governed by the " Industrial and Provi- 
dent Societies Act of 1876 " and the " Consolidated 
Provident Societies Act of 1893," not the " Friendly 
Societies Act of 1875." Further, a co-operative society 
differs fundamentally from an ordinary joint stock or 
limited company. These facts are not always clearly 
present in the minds of members, including many of those 
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who undertake the responsible duties of committee-men, 
an appellation which, by the way, conveys more real 
dignity, when properly understood, than the much 
coveted title of director. 

" Amendment of Rules of the Stocksbridge 
Band of Hope Industrial Co-operative 
Society Limited. 

" I. Rule 4 shall be rescinded, and the following 
shall be substituted : — ' The society shall consist of 
all persons on the hst of members when this rule is 
registered, whether they have, or have not, signed 
the declaration book required to be signed by the 
rule for which this rule is substituted, and of all other 
persons who are admitted as follows : — The applicant 
for admission must sign a form, which shall be fur- 
nished by the secretary, containing his name, trade, 
and residence, and signed by two members of the 
society who recommend him as a member ; and 
must pay for a copy of the rules and one shilling 
entrance money. The application shall be submitted 
to the next meeting of the committee of management, 
and, if approved by them, the name of the applicant 
shall be stated at the next general meeting, when the 
applicant shall be deemed to be admitted a member 
if not expressly refused. The entrance fee of all 
persons refused admission shall be returned. A 
society or company shall be admitted only by the 
vote of a general meeting, and on such conditions, 
consistent with the Industrial and Provident Societies 
Act, 1876, as the meeting may prescribe.' 

" 2. Rule 28, line 7. — The figure (i) shall be sub- 
stituted for the word ' that.' The following words 
shall be added at the end of the rule : — ' (2) The 
committee of management, with the consent of a 
ganeral meeting, may appoint the secretary of the 
society, for the time being, to be general manager ; 
and all acts done by any secretary appointed such 
manager before this rule is registered which would 



120 CO-OPERATION IN STOCKSBRIDGE. 

have been valid if the same had been in force, are 

hereby confirmed.' 

" Stephen Brad well, 1 Members 
" William Leather, i of the 

" Benjamin Kenworthy, ) Society. 
" Joseph Moxon, Secretary. 

"Acknowledgment of Registry of Amendrnent of 
Rules. 

" The foregoing Amendment of the Rules of the 
Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industrial Co- 
operative Society Limited is registered under the 
Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1876, this 
17th day of April, 1883. 

" J.M. L. 

" Copy kept— J. M. L." 

" Amendment of Rules of the Stocksbridge 
Band of Hope Industrial Co-operative 
Society Limited. 

" That the following words be added at the end 
of Rule 2 : — ' The objects of the society shall include 
the trade of buying and selling land. The society 
shall have full powers to do all things necessary or 
expedient for the accomplishment of all objects 
specified in its rules, including the power to purchase, 
hold, sell, mortgage, rentj lease, or sublease, lands of 
any tenure, and to erect, pull down, repair, alter, 
or otherwise deal with any building thereon.' 

" Edward Thickett, ] Members 
" Benjamin Kenworthy, \ of the 
" Henry Peace, ) Society. 

"Joseph Moxon, Secretary. 

" Acknowledgement of Registry of Amendment of 
Rules. 

" The foregoing Amendment of the Rules of the 
Stocksbridge Band of Hope Industrial Co- 
operative Society Limited is registered under the 
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Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1876, this 
6th day of October, 1886. 

" J.M. L. 
"Copy kept.— J. M. L." 

A special general meeting of the members was con- 
vened for September 20th, 1897, to consider the question 
of thoroughly overhauling these old rules, with the object 
of bringing them into line with those adopted by the 
leading societies embraced in the Co-operative Union, and 
the following resolution was passed : — 

" That an equal number of members from the 
general body of members be added to the committee, 
including the chairman, to act as a revision com- 
mittee. The following were elected, viz. : — Messrs. 
I. Bagnall, A. M. Farnie, R. Naylor, Thos. Firth, 
W. Peace, B. Kenworthy, F. Jaggar, W. Watts, and 
J. Holling." 

The committee of management at that date consisted 
of Messrs. J. Sampson, A. Micklethwaite, J. C. Kenworthy, 
J. Moxon, M. Miller, A. Moxon, J. T. Nichols, W. Conyers, 
M. Dyson, and E. Thickett, the president. 

This special joint committee, after many meetings 
extending over a period -of not less than three years, 
eventually proposed to rescind all previous rules and 
adopt a new set altogether. A number of these proposed 
new rules, based chiefly on those adopted by the Leeds 
Industrial Co-operative Society, were printed at a cost 
of £21. 14s. 6d., for the use of all those members who 
were sufficiently interested in properly concluding such 
an important business. The general body of members 
were also consulted, more than once, before the Society 
was asked to finally decide the matter. 

The rules proposed were 122 in number and occupied 
forty-five pages of the specimen copies. They were 
undoubtedly the outcome of much careful study and 
deliberation, but in the temper then ruling the opposi- 
tion, they were foredoomed to rejection. 
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In the opinion of many they had been rendered top- 
heavy by an elaborate scheme of " electoral divisions " 
on Parliamentary lines, which were more suitable for a 
large society like Leeds or Barnsley. The fiercest con- 
troversy, however, raged round the following sugges- 
tions, amongst others, viz. : — 

" Rule 51. — No member shall be eligible for the 
ofifice of president or director who has a relative 
employed by the society, the word relative to be 
defined as meaning blood relations from cousins to 
the nearest relatives." 

" Rule 55. — No director having held office for three 
terms consecutively shall be ehgible for re-election for 
the term next ensuing. 

" Rule 78. — That the secretary shall be elected 
annually by ballot on the Saturday previous to the 
half-yearly meeting in January. He shall hold no 
other office under the society." 

The last clause of Rule 78 — " He (the secretary) 
shall hold no other office under the society " — met with 
the most determined opposition, on the ground that if 
such was adopted, Mr. Joseph Moxon, an old and trusted 
member of the Society, who held the two positions of 
secretary and manager under an amendment of Rule 28, 
registered on the 17th day of April, 1883, could, if he 
resigned the office of secretary, be dismissed at the dis- 
cretion of the committee of management, whose servant 
he was in the position of manager only. 

This objection was a perfectly valid one, because the 
manager is very properly appointed by the committee, 
and has no standing before the members in meeting 
assembled. He is the servant of the committee and 
responsible to them, and to no one else. In other words, 
the committee of management are directly responsible 
to the members in meeting assembled for the manage- 
ment of the Society, and no servant, whatever his posi- 
tion may be, can step forward on such occasions and 
stand between them and the members. Such an inno- 
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vation would not be thought of for a moment by any 
committee that valued its own respect and that of the 
members who elected them. It is absolutely contrary 
to rule. 

The opposition would not hear of any revision of 
rules that lowered the status of the secretary, who, 
according to Rule i8 of those adopted in 1863, is a mem- 
ber of the committee of management, and, like his fellow- 
members on that body, has to come up annually for re- 
election : — 

" Rule 18. — That the management of this Society 
shall be vested in a committee, consisting of the presi- 
dent, treasurer, secretary, and eight committee-men, 
to be elected at the first general meeting to be held 
after these rules shall have been certified ; and 
afterwards, that the president, treasurer, secretary, 
and three committee-men shall be elected at the 
general meeting to be held in the month of January ; 
and the remaining five committee-men at the general 
meeting to be held in the month of July in each year, 
the retiring officers being eligible for re-election ; 
ilso the remaining committee-men for any vacant 
office, if elected ; their places to be filled up from 
the general body of members ; etc." 

This provision is a very wise one, and it will be noticed 
that such a precaution on the part of our forefathers was 
carefully retained in the proposed new rules. The secre- 
tary is not only directly responsible to the members in 
meeting assembled, but the Industrial and Provident 
Societies Act recognises him as the most important 
individual in a society. 

Not only is he responsible before the law and to the 
members for all accounts, but he is expected to keep all 
the secrets of the committee of management and record 
all their minutes. He, not unlike a magistrate's clerk, 
has to advise his feUow-committee-men on all points of 
law and rule, and give his attention, more or less, to all 
the details of the society's workings ; to be guide, philo- 
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sopher, and friend, not only to the committee, but to all 
the members who desire his advice and assistance ; in a 
word to watch and guard the society's interests, both 
within and without, as a faithful mother watches over 
her child. 

Further, whilst he is expected to loyally carry out 
the committee's decisions, however contrary they may 
be to his own opinions, and however they may affect his 
own dignity, he, as the custodian of the Society's rights, 
would be quite justified in casting the vote the members 
have given him against any proposal or project that js 
contrary to co-operative principle and the rules of the 
vSociety, and the members would expect him to bring 
such matters before them, even though the whole of the 
committee be against him. 

In fact, the wisdom of this safeguard is so rooted in 
the minds of the members that, rather than allow any 
deviation or departure from the principle involved, they 
took the responsibility of rejecting the proposed new 
rules altogether at the special general meeting held on 
October 15th, igoo, the minute reading : — 

" Special Meeting re New Rules. — That the new 
rules be not passed, and the printer be told to take 
out the type." 

Nothing further has been done in the way of revision 
or amendment since that memorable decision, unless it 
be the recommendation put forward by the auditors, 
Messrs. Appleby and Wood, of Manchester, at the half- 
yearly meeting held on January 6th, 1908, suggesting 
that the appointment of a secretary be left in the hands 
of the committee of management, when the principle 
was again affirmed that he be appointed by the members 
in meeting assembled, according to rule. 

These old rules of 1863, with the amendments already 
mentioned, are therefore still with us, guiding all our 
deliberations, and testifying in many respects to the fore- 
sight of the men who fifty years ago did their level best 
to make everything safe and keep everyone honest, and 
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we would honour their memory by being equally faithful 
to the trust the passing years have justified. 

" Children of men ! not that your age excel 
In pride of life the ages of your sires ; 
But that you too feel deeply, bear fruit well. 
The Friend of man desires." 

— Matthew .\rnold. 




CHAPTER VIII. 



The Auditing of the Society's Accounts, with some interest- 
ing LETTERS ON THE SUBJECT. 



... though, peradventure, 
I stand accountant for as great a sin." 
— Shakespeare, 



'Othello." 



fHE early history of our Society is very similar to 
that of every other ; but it is regrettable that the 
^-^ standard set before any one society should be the 
mean of those around it. If co-operation has a gospel, 
that gospel is understood to be founded on a principle, 
then why take the cue from others, instead ol taking the 
measure of your capacity from the inspiration afforded 
by a first-hand acquaintance with the principle itself ? 
In other words, why do we not seek to lead, rather than 
wait until we are compelled to compote on ground that 
was our own, had we but possessed the courage born of 
conviction which underlies all initiative ability ? 

To quote from the paper read by Mr. Moxon at the 
South Yorkshire District Conference, at Stocksbridge, 
on Saturday, March 4th, 1873 : — 

" Men don't take the same view of these matters. 
Again, eight or ten men have to deal with this matter, 
and amongst them friendships are formed with the 
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man, formed with no thought ot wrong to the Society, 
perhaps with the best intentions, but still there, 
and they don't like to do what seems an unkind 
thing to their friend, and therefore the Society is 
made to suffer, just in proportion as their influence 
is powerful, or otherwise in the committee." 

These words were intended by the author of the paper 
in question to hold up " drink and gambling " as the 
explanation of a falling off in the success of the Society 
during the second four years of its existence. This may, 
or may not have been the true explanation, but his words, 
all unconscious to himself apply equally well to any other 
form of adversity brought about by co-operators when 
they lay the emphasis on men and not on principle. It 
is at this point that we admire the early workers in our 
society when they decided to submit the Society's books 
to a public accountant for an independent audit and 
report. 

The accounts for the half year ending June, 1862, 
were placed before Mr. N. Buchanan, Central Chambers, 
High Street, Sheffield, but no copy of his report has been 
preserved. 

Mr. Alfred AUott, public accountant of Prior Court, 
Sheffield, was appointed to audit the books for the half 
3'ear ending December, 1862, and consideiing that he 
became the auditor for Messrs. Samuel Fox and Co. when 
that firm was converted into a limited liability company 
in 1871 gives his engagement an added interest. 

The letter embodying his report to the committee is 
dated January 31st, 1863, and reads as follows : — 

" I have examined the Balance Sheet for the half 
year ending December 31, 1862, and have found it 
correct. The profit shown is £225. 17s. iijd. I beg 
respectfully to suggest that in deahng with this sum, 
as small a sum as possible should be apportioned in 
the form of Dividend. I believe it to be essential 
to the well-being of your Society that a much larger 
amount should be set apart as a reserve fund than 
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you have been in the habit of appropriating. The 
amount of floating Capital is in my judgment too 
small for the business you carry on. The large 
amount of your capital which you have locked up in 
Buildings, and which you will have to expend before 
they are completed, will, I fear, prove inconvenient 
and injurious to you, unless additional capital be 
supplied by the Members. I beg to suggest your 
careful consideration of this matter. With regard 
to the system upon which the accounts are kept I 
think it would greatly contribute to their clearness, 
and considerably facilitate their examination, if a 
General Cash Book was kept instead of the four small 
ones now used. I think a much clearer plan might 
be adopted than that now followed by which the 
books might speak for themselves, and not be so 
dependent on the verbal explanations of your of&cers, 
so that in case of the retirement of any, you may be 
less liable to difficulty and confusion. — I am, Gentle- 
men, Your obedient Servant, 

" (Signed) Alf. Allott, 

" My charge -^5. 5 /-." 

The third occasion on which a public accountant was 
called in was in connection with the audit for the half yeai 
ending June, 1865, when Mr. N. Buchanan's services were 
engaged in addition to those of Messrs. Isaac Patterson 
and F. McNamara, appointed by the members. 

There was no dividend on this occasion, and the report, 
which bears the date, 15th July, 1865, is addressed to the 
President and Committee of the Band of Hope Society, 
Stocksbridge, and reads : — 

" Agreeably to your request I have examined your 
Books and Accounts so far as the limited time allowed 
me would permit, and have prepared an Abstract 
Cash Statement and Balance Sheet for last 6 months 
which I hand you. I regret the Result is not more 
satisfactory — the Deficiency occurring chiefly in the 
Butchering and Shoe-making Departments ; and here 
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I must draw your attention to the laborious, con- 
fused, and unsatisfactory manner in which the Books 
are kept, the system was well enough, while the 
Society was small and in its Infancy, although not 
such as a professional Accountant would adopt, and 
I strongly recommend you not to loose one moment 
in having your Books placed upon a solid and sound 
foundation ; for your own personal sakes and security 
this is most desirable. I remonstrated against the 
system the first time I audited the Books. I would 
have been glad to have attended personally on Mon- 
day Evening and explained further to you, but having 
to start for London that day to audit a Company's 
Books, I am prevented. — I am, Gentlemen, Your 
Obedient Servant, 

" (Signed) N. Buchanan." 

Mr. Isaac Patterson also wrote a letter to the com- 
mittee on the subject, which, although undated, can only 
have reference to this particular audit. The following 
is a copy : — 

" Gentlemen, — I think there is no need for me to 
say anything on the merits of the present system of 
accounts more than they are utterly worthless for 
the purpose they are intended for (that is) to keep 
the Society from fraud. I therefore think it mj- duty 
to inform you that it is the opinion of your Auditors 
it is useless paying the wages for keeping the accounts 
unless when kept they show where and how the 
profit or loss is made, and be able to claim the same 
when necessary. I think I have explained myself 
sufficiently to be understood. — Your humble Servant, 

" (Signed) I. Patterson." 

With reference to the state of the Society at this time, 
and the many withdrawals, there was probably some 
truth in what Mr. Moxon refers to in the paper already 
quoted from, where he remarks : — 
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" Another cause was the members themselves. 
A number of them were very much hke spoiled 
children, when they couldn't get what they wanted 
they went away in a fit of sulks, yet they passed by 
their own shop, and complaining it was a failure, 
they didn't see that by doing this they themselves 
were helping to bring about the very evil they were 
afraid would happen. It was hke leaving a leaking 
vessel without trying to stop the leakage, and then 
saying they were afraid it would sink, but if they 
wouldn't work to save they could do something else, 
they could grumble, it's easy to grumble." 

When, however, confidence was restored along with 
a resumption of dividend at the end of 1868, the services 
of professional auditors were not again requisitioned 
until 1905. 

The circumstances connected with the appointment 
of a firm of chartered accountants in 1905 to audit the- 
Society's accounts in future, were very trying to all con- 
cerned, and to none more than the members who urged 
their appointment. Nothing but a high sense of duty 
permitted the proposer, Mr. Joseph Kenworthy, to bring 
on a motion that would diminish the income of a fellow- 
member who could ill afford it, but the interests of the 
members as a whole must come first, and the facts 
interred in a " Statement of Liabilities and Assets as 
they stood at June 7th, 1905," attached to the 91st 
balance sheet proved the wisdom of reverting to the policy 
initiated by the founders of the Society. 

The concluding paragraph of a Statistical Report 
presented by Mr. John C. Kenworthy to the members of 
the South Yorkshire District Conference Association at 
their annual meeting held in Masborough on June 20th, 
1904, has some very apposite remarks on this important 
theme, and we venture to quote it in full : — 

" I cannot conclude without a brief reference to 
the failure of the Mexboro' Society. There has been 
a great deal of unholy rejoicing in the camp of our 
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enemies over this disaster, but it should be remembered 
that the failures in the co-operative movement are 
infinitesimal as compared with the failures in the 
ranks of our opponents. We regret the failure. We 
condemn the laxity and wrong-doing as strongly as 
anyone can do. We sympathise deeply and sincerely 
with all those who have suffered. The whole move- 
ment suffers from, and is misrepresented by, such a 
failure. The dut}' of Societies to the mo^•ement, 
as well as to themselves, demands imperatively that 
they shall arouse themselves to the dangers o* apathy 
and over-confidence in indivictuals, and employ only 
fully qualified accountants as auditors. In business 
there should be no trusting to the honesty of indi- 
viduals further than they can be checked, and no 
man has the right to presume on lus own honesty as 
an excuse for, or to induce others to neglect those 
precautions which experience has proved to be 
absolutely necessary for the prevention or detection 
of wrong-doing. If the safeguards advocated by 
the Union were only adopted by all our Societies, 
failure would be reduced to a minimum. Members 
of Committees should always insist on knowing all 
about the business. They should demand that the 
Auditors report to and confer with them on the 
Accounts from time to time ; and they should as far 
_as possible ascertain that the Auditors verify all the 
Accounts, and that none of the Assets and Liabihties 
are left out of the Balance Sheet. The Co-operative 
Movement expects that every man will do his duty." 

The " List of Auditors, 1860-1910," to be found in the 
Appendix, is a register of service faithfuUj- rendered, 
service which must have embraced a great deal of hard 
close work that ought to have been classed as " clerical 
assistance " and paid for as such. A certificate of book- 
keeping is aU right in its place, but no man, no matter 
how high his attainments may be, cannot, nor ought to 
be expected to do everything, and while the better genius 
of co-operation might have been hberated and expanded 
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by the employment of public accountants from the first, 
as was the intention of such men as John McKinnon and 
Joseph Hay ward, we willingly concede that — 

" The only conclusive evidence of a man's sincerity is 
that he gives himself for a principle." 

— James Russell Lowell. 




^^ScPsW^r- 



CHAPTER IX. 



Co-operation and the Eighth Commandment. 



" The fear o' Hell's a hangman's whip, 
To haud the wretch in order ; 
But where ye feel your honour grip. 
Let that aye be your border." 



^^F co-operation has any meaning at all, it stands for 
^ honesty and upright dealing between man and man, 
^ in a word — unselfishness. It seeks the mutual pro- 
tection of its members against poverty. It works for 
the attainment of an equitable share of the comforts of 
life, not for one member only, but for all its members. 
To accomplish this it recognises the necessity of its 
members to attain a position of independence by means 
of a common capital. These high and lofty ideals are 
supposed to actuate every man or woman when seeking 
membership. 

Yet, sad to relate, there are members in every co- 
operative society, who, when they have been engaged 
by the committee of management to assist in the distri- 
bution of the benefits of co-operation to their fellow- 
men, have been found unworthy of the trust reposed 
in them. Just as the apostles of the " Good News " 
in an earlier age had their Ananias and Sapphira at the 
very outset of their attempt to establish a co-operative 
society on the principle which lay at the base of the 
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system afterwards tried by Robert Owen, so our Society 
has shared with others in the disappointments which 
dog the steps of those who seek to benefit their fellows. 

If it be bad form to cheat at cards, or play below the 
line in any of our games, or go lower still and recognise 
that there" is "honour among thieves," surely it ought 
to be borne in upon the minds of all concerned that such 
conduct not only brings sorrow upon relatives and friends, 
but it sadly hinders the work of their fellow-members in 
the fight they are daily waging with the selfish claims of 
capital outside the movement. There is, in fact, no 
room for traitors inside the co-operative citadel, for it 
is as true as on the day it was endorsed by the Prince 
of Co-operators that " Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation." 

It may be asked, why refer to such unhappy incidents 
in the career of our Society ? Let the dead bury their 
dead ! I can only reply that the historian would fail 
in his duty did he shrink from referring to them, and 
his critics would deem the omission as fatal to his 
reputation. 

A recital of names and offences, however, will find 
no place in these pages, for each and all, where convicted, 
have paid the penalty attaching to their lapse of duty, 
and we should be unworthy of the name of co-operators 
were we to ransack the chambers of memory in such 
unholy quest. 

We have forgiven them, as we hope for forgiveness. 
" He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a 
stone at her " (or him). But in this year of " jubilee " 
let us not forget to ask, in a more serious vein than we 
have ever asked the quegtion before, if we are so arranging 
our business methods that it shall be easy to do right, 
and increasingly difficult to go wrong ? Do not let us 
stultify our conscience by repeating the cheap formula — 
'' If a man or woman determine to do wrong, no system 
can stop them." It is tantamount to asking with Cain, 
who was certainly not a co-operator, "Am I my brothei's 
keeper ? " 

It is a reproach often brought against us by thoughtful 
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members, as well as by genuine business friends outside 
the movement, that co-operators are too prone to seek 
the minimum — not a penny more — in wages, whilst they 
do not hesitate to expect the maximum of service, which 
in that case resolves itself into drudgery. 

It is pleasant to know that however true this may be 
of the past, and possibly of the present, a better day is 
dawning for the movement generally, and for our Society 
in particular. With one or two exceptions, those mem- 
bers who are employed by our Society in any capacity are 
now members of the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative 
Employes, which is doing good work in raising the status 
of the serving-members throughout the movement. 

Their needs and legitimate aspirations are now voiced 
and presented in such a manner as to command the respect 
of the committee of management, with the result that 
it is becoming more and more evident that a contented 
and intelligent servant reflects a just and generous 
executive. 

Of course, this neither excuses nor condones any 
betrayal of trust, past, present, or future, and especially 
in this neighbourhood, where, for nearly half a century, 
four, five, and six churches, together with other educa- 
tional facilities have been upheld at great cost and sacrifice 
in meeting the moral and religious needs of an ever- 
increasing community. As I have said elsewhere, our 
workshops, offices, committee rooms, and council rooms 
are the testing houses for the best products sent up from 
the institutions in question ; they indicate as on a dial, 
not ability alone, but to what extent the people are 
ridding themselves of that selfish cleverness which 
obscures so much that is really good at the heart of our 
village life, though its outlook is often narrow and its 
affection misplaced. 

The number of those societies who pay a bonus or 
commission to their employes every quarter or half year 
is growing less year by year, and it is only fair to say 
that the Stocksbridge Co-operative Society has never 
approved of such a dubious practice. They, on the 
contrary, urge every servant to become a member, and 
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thereby place themselves in living fello\\-ship, on equal 
terms, with every other member. 

In this, the only proper aspect, every co-operator in 
the Little Don \';Jley is a workman. If he is not em- 
ploved at the co-operative stores, he is working in one 
or other of the industrial establishments in the district. 
In fact, it is possible that an employe at the stores is 
better situated than most workmen, for the simple reason 
that so long as he acquits himself with credit he is sure 
of regular work, whereas many of his fellow-members 
know not what a day may bring forth, for no matter 
how worthy or efficient they may be, their employment 
is often irregular and precarious. 

No employe is worth his salt who says to himself, 
" There is no inducement for me to improve myself in 
mind and personal bearing, for so long as I pass muster, 
the customers, who are mostly members, will come auto- 
matically, and my wages are sure," He would not find 
such an attitude conducive to advancement outside the 
movement. 

Co-operators ecirnestly entreat their fellow-members 
serving on the \arious staffs to make themselves worthy 
of their calling, and then, knowing their ability, the\- 
ma}^ in combination with their fellow-members ask foi, 
and receive, that remuneration which is their just recom- 
pense for service worthily rendered. 

They want men and women to be thoroughly co- 
operative in spirit and principle, prepared to keep step 
with all the requirements of truth and honesty, not on 
the worldly maxim that " honesty is the best policy." 
but because they, as men and brethren, cannot be other- 
wise than honest and true. 

The co-operator who measures his conduct by his 
ability to keep clear of the policeman is a positive danger 
to his fellow-members. There is only one quality of 
honesty, and it demands that our employds should set 
their faces like flint against " tips " or other de\'ices 
of the same parentage, whether such be arranged within 
the movement, or pressed upon them from without. 
The whole s-^-stem of secret commissions is an immoral 
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one, and in a co-ojjerativ-e sodetj- the servant who accepts 
such is no less a defaulter than the man who purloins 
direct. 

The greatest possible emphasis ought to be placed 
upKjn this matter, because it cannot be too widely known 
that it will ever stand to the honour oi co-operators that 
they, through their Co-of)erative Union, of which Mr. 
J. C. Gray is the secretary, afforded the greatest possible 
assistance and encouragement to the late Lord RusseU 
of KOlowen when he carried his famous Secret Commis- 
sions Bill into law through the teeth of much opposition, 
which help and sympathy he gratefully acknowledged. 

No matter how " green " the smart ones may deem 
such employes and fellow-members, thev at least will 
have the satisfaction of being able to say — 

■' This above all — To thine own self be true ; 
And it mnst follow, as the nigfat the day, 
Thon canst not then be feilse to anj- man." 

— Sh-\kespearf 





CHAPTER X. 



The Educational Side of the Co-operative Movement in the 
Life of Stockseridge and Neighbourhood. 



" The idea of refinement has been made to appear 
absurd, partly by the foolish ambition of vulgar persons 
in low life, but more bj' the worse than foolish assump- 
tion . . . that ' education ' means teaching Latin, 
or algebra, or music, or drawing, instead of developing 
or ' drawing out ' the human soul." 

— John Ruskin. 



fHE Co-operative Hall, on the top floor of the new 
stores, was not only useful for meetings held in 
-^ connection with the business of the Society, but for 
a long time it supplied a real want, as a place of social 
intercourse and recreation for members and friends. 

A working men's club was in existence in 1865, of 
which Mr. J.J. Woodhead was secretary, and on Sundays 
the Barnsley Revival (Hallelujah) Band held religious 
services in this upper room. The writer has very pleasant 
recollections of being present at one of these Sunday 
afternoon gatherings, when Mr. Barber, a brother of the 
late Mrs. Amos Ridal, gave a most impressive address, 
the speaker being accompanied by Mr. Amos Ridal and 
" Bennie " Radley. 

This working men's club was succeeded by a reading 
room and a library committee. On the retirement of the 
old committee in June of 1879, Messrs. Stephen Bradwell, 
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J. W. Drabble, J. C. Kenworthy, and R. Naylor were 
appointed. The new committee made a brave attempt 
to get the best out of the sum allocated for educational 
purposes, but as the general committee could not see 
their way to allow the education committee to fill out 
the real intention and usefulness of such a fund, the new 
committee resigned at the end of December, 1880, a 
decision which is reflected in the following minute, viz. ; — 

" January 5th, 1880.— That the Library Committee 
cease to exist for the present, and the other com- 
mittee act instead for the time, and have power to 
elect others to work the library. Carried. — (Signed) 
Amos Micklethwaite, Chairman." 

A caretaker was appointed shortly aftei wards, but 
the unruly conduct of those who frequented the reading 
and billiard rooms brought about the abolition of these 
institutions, and according to a resolution passed on 
January 3rd, 1887, the money formerly spent on them 
was to be devoted to the founding of a library of our 
own. The old library had been worked on the loan 
system in connection with the Yorkshire Institute, Leeds. 

The new library was opened on Monday, May i6th, 
1887, the librarians being Messrs. Donkersley and Glenn, 
who were each to receive sixpence per hour for the time 
they spent in connection with it. 

Mr. Atkinson was appointed to the position of chief 
librarian in September, 1900, and the present flourishing 
condition of the library reflects great credit upon his 
administration. In 1900, the average weekly issue was 
fifty books, which has grown to 180 volumes, and is still 
increasing. It is also matter for congratulation that 
more books are issued to the branches alone than was 
read by the Society as a whole ten years ago. The system 
adopted is the one in use at the Sheffield Free Library, 
and when it is known that only five volumes have been 
lost in ten years, it speaks well for the care exercised 
on behalf of our property. 

The catalogue is a very useful production ; only a 
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few can have any idea of the amount of work involved 
in an endeavour to prepare a guide of this kind. 

There are now quite a number of volumes bearing 
on such subjects as mining, building construction, electrical 
engineering, &c., which ought to prove very useful to those 
members who are studying to improve themselves either 
at home or at the evening classes. In fact, if the members 
of our Society generally would only reahse that co-opera- 
tors cannot live by bread alone, we should soon have a 
reference library where we could consult the latest works 
on all the 'ologies, together with the best that science 
and art may have to place before us. 

In a word, this library has been a great boon to the 
neighbourhood, providing an abundance of pure, clean 
literature for the delectation and instruction of our mem- 
bers, young and old alike. Yet, the Society has not done 
all that it might have done to foster a knowledge of what 
co-operation stands for. Many members, until their visit 
to the Irlam Soap Works, had no conception of the vast 
resources of the Co-operative Wholesale Society, and the 
exhibition of co-operative productions in November, 1906, 
came upon them with all the novelty of a new discovery. 

We have, unfortunately, no education committee, and 
the education fund is largely devoted to other purposes, 
consequently co-operation is coming to be regarded as 
chiefly, if not entirely, an affair of the stomach, and we 
are losing great opportunities accordingly. 

This is a serious matter, because without the needful 
culture of the co-operative mind, co-operators, in avoiding 
party politics, may be betrayed into stultifjdng them- 
selves for the sake of a party. As Schopenhauer shrewdly 
observes, " You will always be the plaything of the 
devils and fools in this world if you expect to see them 
going about with horns or jangling their bells." 

Co-operators do not make as much use of the Co- 
operative News and other literature connected, with the 
moveitient as they ought to, or they would take a greater 
interest in the conferences that are held up and down 
the country. 

Only delegates, of course, can vote at these meetings. 
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but there is no reason why members should not attend, 
if there is accommodation for them. ' 

When the South Yorkshire section held a conference 
in the Congregational school on March 4th, 1893, two 
members sought admittance as listeners and learners, and, 
after some discussion, were finally permitted to go upstairs 
as a favour. Their presence, however, was evidently 
resented, because, when the delegates sat down to tea, 
a Stocksbridge delegate publicly asked the chairman, Mr. 
Llewellyn, if members who were not delegates, ought to 
be admitted, whereupon he replied, " Yes, by all means, 
and as many as you can find room for." 

This was certainly not the answer expected, and the 
circumstance is referred to as an illustration of that 
exclusiveness which savours so much of the House of 
Lords, a spirit which is damping out the flickering embers 
of what was once a healthy feature of our village co-opera- 
tion, viz., its educational propaganda, which enabled the 
members to give a reason for the faith that was in them. 

The women's guild, a most useful institution, is 
crippled and almost rendered helpless, in our case, for 
want of an education committee. 

. We might have had a member of our Society on the 
directorate of the Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited 
years ago, but we preferred to help others rather than 
our own. Indeed, those who dread Socialism in the 
hght of an impending catastrophe need have no anxiety 
on that score. Working men will take care of the brake. 
If they cannot- all be there, then none must aspire. 

Co-operation cannot afford to dally with the Delilah 
of selfishness. The following questions, asked nearly two 
thousand years ago, are still on the lips of many members 
of co-operative societies, and now, as then, the sisters' 
names are not recorded. When our women come to the 
front, selfishness will hang its head and slink away. The 
women are our only hope. 

" Is not this the carpenter's .son ? Is not his mother 
called Mary, and his brethren James, and Joses, and 
Simon, and Judas ? And his sisters, are they not all 
with us ? " 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Cottage Property. 



Home is the nursery of a nation's might. 

The source from whence her purity must flow, 

The place from which must shine her future Ught, 
The soil in which her future fame must grow." 



Jm^HE writer of the Jubilee History of the Greenfield 
ih Society, near Oldham, gives the following as a fair 
^- description of the home of a temperate and thrifty 
artisan in their district so late as i860, and as it applies 
equally well to our own neighbourhood for the same 
period, I venture to quote it without abridgment : — 

" The house consisted of one sleeping room up- 
stairs, one room on the ground floor, in which all 
the domestic operations had to be carried on as best 
they could. In one corner of this room, under the 
stairs, the coals were kept ; in another, there was 
a slopstone, over which a few shelves held the 
crockery. A recess at the bottom of the stairs 
formed a pantry, where the food was kept, and 
where the washtubs and other utensils were stored 
when not in use. The furniture consisted of a chest 
of drawers, a table, and a few chairs. Carpets, 
curtains, and pictures were luxuries possible only 
to the few. Sometimes a piece of wool sacking 
would serve as a floor covering, and some clever 
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housewives contrived to make rugs out of cast-off 
clothing, which often proved warm and serviceable. 
The flagged floor, scrubbed clean, was whitened 
with rubbing-stone oi chalk. The walls, white- 
washed with lime, were often destitute of pictures. 
In dwellings such as these large families of sons 
and daughters were born and reared. But what 
chance was there, under such conditions, of family 
comfort and decency ? " 

The cottages provided by the Stocksbridge Society 
are not up to the co-operative ideal, but they are a decided 
advance on old conditions. I am not enamoured of long 
rows of houses, or sleeping boxes, guaranteed all alike, 
with one closet for two or three houses, and hope to live 
to see the day when such inflictions on humanity shall 
be prohibited by Act of Parliament. In this respect, 
we co-operators in this once beautiful vale have followed 
the fashion, but we have built them in a substantial 
manner, with living room, and front room, and two or 
more bedrooms according to the size of the dwelling. 
The slopstone, however, is not taken out of all the living 
rooms, nor is there a wash-house provided to mitigate 
the discomfort of wash-day. We need to urge our Society 
when they build again to set the neighbourhood an 
example by laying out their estate on garden city lines, 
in accordance with the requirements of the Town Planning 
Bill ; not more than three or four houses in one block, 
with plenty of space around each block, and each block 
so arranged as not to obstruct the view of other blocks, 
with sufficient accommodation to each house. Each 
block or group to differ from another in design, the 
design to exhibit originality and that indefinable some- 
thing we call character. 

It is well known that the same materials, weight for 
weight, and quality for quality, with the same cash limit 
in either case, may be deputed to two different builders, 
and one shall so dispose his quota as to produce a thing 
of beauty, simple and chaste in its absolute utility 
throughout, whilst the other will have given birth to 
10 
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an abortion that would make an angel weep for those 
unfortunate beings who are doomed to pass their exist- 
ence in such habitations of insanitary ugliness, for the 
two are inseparable. No intelligent human being 
should be expected to live in a dwelling that is a Hbel 
on the " image of God " it shelters. 

\^'e cannot afford to ignore the memorable appeal 
made to all co-operators by Dr. Lang, now Archbishop 
of York, at the Stratford Congress Exhibition in 1904 :— 

" You won't forget, will you, those great ideals 
in the midst of which co-operation was born, when 
the working classes were banded together not only 
to raise their capital, but to raise their character. You 
should always keep those ideals before you, and 
maintain the honour of the goods you sell. Let it 
never be said of co-operative factories that they 
turn out shoddy articles. Let it never be said of 
a distributive store that it tried to make money by 
permitting the sale of goods which could not possibly 
be as cheap as represented unless there was sweating 
going on somewhere." 

Co-operation does in very truth stand for beauty and 
purity in work, life, and duty, for these yield the divi- 
dends of health and genuine unadulterated happiness, 
which are the birthright of peasant arid peer alike. 

Our photographs are self-explanatory, and afford the 
reader a good idea of the type of our possessions. 

The value of our cottage property stood at a little 
over ^8,000 in the balance sheet of December, 1909, and 
it can be said without boasting that the rents compare 
most favourably with those charged by any othei property 
ownei in the valley. 

" The wise plfuming of German towns and the ample 
reservation of open spaces, the sedulous abatement of 
the smoke nuisance, the encouragement of small farming, 
and the universal military training, are remedial measures 
of which we in England know little or nothing." 

— CW.S. Annual, 1908, 




CHAPTER XII. 



Committee Work : Its Difficvlties and Kncovragements. 



It recks not what the place may be 
That w-e are called to till. 

How much there is of seeming siixxl. 
How much of seeming ill — 

It's ours to bend the energies. 
And consecrate the will," 



,17 OR many years the committee failed to issue any 
1\ report with the balance sheet, but in Jime. 10,04. 
"■ ^ ■ this important feature was revived after hing in 

abe\-ance since February. 1S03. 

The fifth report was issued in connection with tlie 

balance sheet for half year inding December i8th. 1S0-, 

and the following is a copy of this interesting document : — 

•• HAND OF HOPE CO-OPERATl\F SOCIETY. 
STOCKSBRIDGE. 
DecpCiir, near Siuiiiiii. Ftf^niitrv. iSo^. 

FIFTH REPORT 

AND 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 



■■ The Committee of Management have again much 
pleasure in submittinij the ann?xixi Statement of 
Accounts to the Members ; an.l while with feehncs 
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of the deejjest regret they must admit the general 
and continued depression of trade, still they can. at 
this di\"ision of profits, make a larger return on 
Members' purchases than ever thev have had the 
pleasure of doing before. The Accounts have been 
Audited by professional Accountants of high stand- 
ing, the Auditor's name attached is sufl&cient to 
warrant correctness and command confidence. 

" Your Committee have much pleasure in reporting 
that the Society continues steadily progressing ; 
many new Members have been added since last report. 
and the withdrawals have been very considerably less 
than they were during the preceding six months. 

'■ The Conunittee respectfulh' remind the Members 
of their recommendation in the last Report, \-iz : — 
' the great importance of being united,' as without 
unity no enterprise, however good and praiseworthy 
its objects may be, can ultimately succeed. Do not 
forget that " Unity is strength." 

" The New Stores have now been in operation 
some time, and are found well adapted for the increase 
of business : and as it is very desirable to conduct 
the Society on the most economical principles, the 
Members are respectfully requested to take notice 
of the X.B. below. 

• John McKinnox, 

" Sc'crdary. 

" N.B. — ^AU purchasers are respectfully reminded 
of the importance of bringing their smaller checks to 
be exchanged for is. or £i checks, as soon as thev are 
of that value." 

On February 27th, 1864, Mr. Slatei. the managing 
director of the Carfisle Biscu't Co. Limited, of that day, 
wrote a letter to the committee of the Stocksbridge, 
Co-operative Societv which must have greatly encouraged 
them in their arduous labours, a letter which gives such 
a true appreciation of co-operative ideals in a few words 
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that we cannot allow it to remain entombed in the 
archives of our Society. 

These ideals are not fully attained, even yet, and we, 
in Stocksbridge, need the inspiration of such an epistle 
to urge us onward. Humanity is so prone to drop the 
prefix " CO " when " operation " has satisfied its own 
personal needs. 

" Respected Friends, I have long taken an interest 
in co-operation and look upon it as one of the best 
means of bringing labour and capital into their true 
positions. Indeed if co-operation was fully developed 
Biscuit Factories and many others, would be the 
property of Co-operators ; the produce of such 
Factories would be distributed to the consumers 
through Co-operative Societies ; expenses would be 
largely curtailed, and the profits distributed amongst 
the consumers, not amongst the Masters as at 
present." 

Even amongst committee-men, who, as a body, are 
supposed to come to the top of their respective societies 
in obedience to the same law that brings cream to the 
surface of milk, we have heard of individual members 
having been genuinely startled on finding that co-operation 
would, in the course of its evolution, bring about the 
abolition of the middleman. 

These members in their " innocent selfishness " had 
only conceived of co-operation as a means to an end, and 
that, their own end, and when they had to decide between 
talking about a principle, and the working out of a 
principle, they pocketed the " results " accumulated 
for them by co-operation and turned sorrowfully away 
from the fact, that you cannot reap in both fields. No 
person who is a co-operator from conviction can serve 
individuaHsm and collectivism, the two things are poles 
asunder. " Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." 

In the early days the committee were elected either 
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by " show of hands " or " scratched for " in the half- 
yearly meetings. This, however, became so troublesome 
that a special general meeting was held on September 
26th, 1887, " to consider the best means of voting at 
general meetings '' when it was decided : — 

" That for 12 months, nomination papers shall be 
placed at the Central and all branches of the Society, 
three weeks previous to the half-yearly meeting and 
shall remain up to receive nominations by Members 
until the Monday prior to such Meeting, after which 
date no further nominations shall be received." 

Its adoption met with considerable opposition from 
those who considered such an improvement as " simply 
touting for votes " and regarded its continuation as " a 
humbug and a nuisance," but better counsels prevailed 
and no one would care to go back to old conditions. 

The abolition of the old metallic check system met 
with even greater opposition. On June ist, 1894, it was 
proposed in committee : — 

" That we adopt the Check System and that the 
Manager get Check Books on the XL System." 

" That we adopt the Cash System, reduce the 
Goods in price and not exceed a 2/- Dividend, so as 
to meet the Competition from outsiders. Carried 
unanimously. The above to be put on the Balance 
Sheet as a recommendation to the General Meeting." 

At the half-yearly meeting held on July 3rd, 1894, 
it was passed : — 

" That we adopt the Cash System on the hues 
named and that we commence on Saturday, July 
the 14th." 

The credit system was abohshed forthwith, but the 
check system found little, if any, encouragement, and 
was not adopted until January 7th, 1895, when after a 
heated and prolonged discussion it was finally decided ; — 
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" That we adopt the Paper Check System, but 
without the number." 

The committee had worked hard to bring this subject 
within the range of " practical poHtics," they had made 
every concession possible in their desire to meet every 
reasonable objection, but it was long before some of the 
members could understand how to use " gummed sheets " 
without licking them. The advantage of paper checks 
over tin ones was however established, and we have lived 
to see other and larger societies follow our example. 

Working men are hard task-masters, if we judge them 
by the way they deal out more kicks than halfpence to 
those who give of their best for them in social service, 
hence, it comes with a sweetness all the more refreshing 
when we read such a resolution as the one recorded on 
January 6th, 1890 : — 

" That this (half-yearly) meeting desires to express 
its sympathy with the widow and family of the late 
Samuel Spencer, in their bereavement, and to add its 
high appreciation of his character as a staunch 
supporter of the co-operative society in this place 
from its commencement." 

This was a decided advance when compared with the 
lack of appreciation manifested in the following 
minutes : — 

" January 5th, 1885. — That the Chairman and 
Committee receive no Salary for their services, but — 
That the Trip be allowed to Committee and Servants 
as usual, Auditors included." 

" July 2nd, 1888. — That the Committee receive no 
pay for their Services as committee Men only the 
honor that comes from the confidence reposed in 
them by the Members for electing them." 

" Everything comes to those who wait," if they only 
live long enough, and at a twice adjourned general meeting, 
held on January 15th, 1904, it was resolved : — 
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" That in future the Committee be paid one shilling 
and sixpence per week for each attendance." 

" The labourer is worthy of his hire," and as co- 
operators we cannot expect our fellow members, when 
they have done a fair day's work — whether it be for others 
or for ourselves — to spend their evenings on our behalf 
without payment. Our niggardliness in this respect is 
likely to sap the manliness of the movement by giving 
those weak-kneed members, who interpret co-operation in 
the terms of the competitive world from which they are 
seeking to escape, an excuse to take payment, for services 
rendered, in other ways. 

According to a table to be found in the Appendix, 
showing the number of committee meetings, &c., the 
committee have drawn about ^^280 during the six years 
ending December, 1909, though, truth to tell, one member 
— the secretary — by a strange inconsistency, does not 
share in this allowance, though his position in respect to 
it is on all fours with that of other committee-men. 

How tardily we, as co-operators, recognise our obliga- 
tions ! We owe the old committees, who laboured on our 
behalf from i860 to 1903 — a period of forty-three years — 
no less a sum than ;(|i,ooo, estimated on a similar basis. 
Due allowance must also be made for the wear and tear 
of those early years, when the pioneers often pledged 
their reputation for the security of the money they per- 
suaded their friends to lend to the Society at a time when 
timid members had withdrawn the principal and left the 
Society to carry on with the interest. Neither must we 
forget the weary midnight meetings, when the committee 
separated with aching heads and tongues blistered by 
tea-tasting, for they were buyers in those days as well as 
administrators. 

It is too late to make amends — many of them are 
beyond the veil ; but we can render them the " honour " 
referred to in the minute passed on July 2nd, 1888, by 
recording the fact that " their works do follow them." 
The profits made during the fifty years ending June, 1910, 
a,mount to no less a sum than ;{;2i2,ooo, which has been 
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paid away in dividends to the building up of many happy 
homes and the prosperity of the whole neighbourhood. 

" Co-operation is the combination of a number of 
persons, or of a community, for purposes of economic 
production or distribution, so as to save, for the benefit 
'of the whole body of producers or consumers, that which 
otherwise becomes the profit of the individual 
capitalist." 

— " A New English Dictionary," by Dr. Murray. 




CHAPTER XIII. 



Our Portrait Gallery. 



" Happy are they whom privacy makes innocent, 
who deal so with men in this world, that they are not 
afraid to meet them in the next ; who, when they die, 
make no commotion among the dead." 

— Sir Thomas Browne. 



iA the reader pauses here and there in a search for 
dl^ the features of some friend or companion whose 
^^-' Ukeness he or she expected to find, a feehng of 
sadness will steal into the heart as they recognise that 
many of the old workers have long been gathered to 
their fathers. 

To our sincere regret they will look in vain for the 
portraits of such pioneers and early workers as George 
Batty, Isaac Crossley, William Dyche, John Dalton, 
Benjamin Grayson, Joseph Garlick, John Hey, John 
Haigh, Thomas Marshall, Benjamin Radley, and others 
who performed the duty of the day and the hour as it 
was revealed to their inner vision, looking for no honour, 
" Jubilee," or otherwise, and though surrounded by 
difficulties, of which we know little or nothing to-day, 
held on their upward path, nor ceased their efforts until 
victory was assured. These men of rugged mien would 
have made a striking group and shown to those 
co-operators whose lot is cast in a gentler age the tough 



CO-OPERATION IN STOCKSBRIDGE. 157 

stuff out of which many of their predecessors were carved. 

Mr. George Matthews, one of the pioneers, had 
certainly been photographed, but after diligent inquiry 
there is reason to believe that the portrait has been taken 
out to Canada by a relative who recently emigrated there. 
Mr. Matthews, who was the father of " Billy " Matthews 
(a most intelligent labouring man who eventually became 
a minister in the Unitarian Church), returned to Shepley 
not many years after the commencement of the Society 
he had worked so hard to establish. He along with 
Joseph Pickford and others from the neighbourhood of 
Skelmanthorpe were the " bringers of good tidings," 
and we regret exceedingly that our efforts to secure the 
likeness of such a worthy herald should have ended in 
failure. 

The group labelled "Four Survivors, etc.," forms quite 
an interesting link with the past. Mr. George Pears of the 
Clough Cottages, near Whitwell, was born at Windy Bank 
Hall nearly 70 years ago. He says that the correct name 
of this old homestead is " Birken Head." It stands on 
the crest of Hunshelf Bank at an elevation of 975 feet 
above sea level. Mr. William Watts, who is a native of 
Thurlstone, came as a youth to Stocksbridge Works 
about 52 j-ears ago. Though not a pioneer, he was well 
acquainted with most of the early workers. In those days 
"young folks had to be seen but not heard." A great 
change has come over the place since " those days." 
Mr. Joseph Moxon, now in his 78th year, was also present 
at the public meeting in question. Mr. Isaac Patterson 
was born in 1831 at Clayton West or its neighbourhood, 
where he followed the occupation of a wool-comber. He 
would come into this locality about 1851 and leave in the 
early "seventies." We are pleased to have a portrait of 
the old clock-cleaner, now in his 8oth year. His features 
will recall many pleasant memories, as first one and then 
another of the "old guard" recognise "Ike Pat" of 
long ago. 

Of the three trustees, Mr. Fox is the only one whose 
portrait has been preserved and we readily give " our 
old master " a prominent place in memory of what he 
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and his colleagues accomplished on our behalf. " It is 
required of stewards that they be found faithful," and 
we are pleased to know that Samuel Fox was a friend 
and not an antagonist. 

Miss F. McKinnon, a daughter of John McKinnon, 
writing under date, April 14th, 1910, remarks : " My 
father has been dead twenty years. I regret to say we 
have not a photograph of him or should be very pleased 
to send it to you." We are greatly disappointed, because 
the more we study the work performed on behalf of the 
Society by this able man — who was a clerk at Stocksbridge 
Works, a profession which some of our old members 
regarded with contempt — the more we admire his ability 
and quite understand why a change of pilots proved so 
disastrous in the early stages of the Society's career. 

It has been a further disappointment to learn that 
the late Mr. George Hepworth was never photographed. 
Of a quiet reserved demeanour he conscientiously served 
the Society as an auditor for a period of nearly twenty-one 
years. He undoubtedly filled the position to the best 
of his ability, and it is equally certain that he must have 
performed a great deal of what can only be correctly 
described as clerical work, during his long" term of office. 
Time, however, has revealed that it was false economy 
to utiHse the position of auditor to keep down office 
expenses. In doing this, our Society has missed frequent 
opportunities of placing many of our promising young 
men on the way to a useful and inspiring business career, 
and have allowed a low estimate to be formed of official 
duties and the value of same, to the detriment of past, 
as well as present, officials. Clerical work ought to have 
been paid for as such and professional auditors engaged. 

In contemplating the two plates devoted to " Former 
Members of the Committee " it is interesting to note 
that Mr. Albert Schofield, along with Mr. Henry Bradwell 
and Mr. Joseph Hayward, had charge of an old institution 
known as the " Threepenny Club," which was held on 
the premises of the Co-operative Society, during the 
" sixties," and onwards until superseded by the shop 
clubs. 
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Mr. Allen Haigh, who left this neighbourhood in 1872, 
informs us that he well remembers investing a shilling 
a week in this club, and how, after ascending and descend- 
ing the staircase iifty times he received the paltry sum 
of eightpence as interest, when the total was paid out 
at the year end. The gentlemen named sat every 
Saturday afternoon from 3 to 5 p.m., and if they received 
no more remuneration than their successors, Thomas 
Richards, senior, and Joseph Kenworthy, it was largely 
a labour of love, though personally the writer never 
regrets the time he devoted to the work. It was pleasant 
to know that you were assisting the poorer members to 
build up a little reserve against the many rainy days 
that, somehow, fall to their lot. 

The kindly features of Matthew Miller remind us of 
one faithful member who literally died at the post of 
duty. He entered the committee-room on Friday after- 
noon, December 27th, 1907, a few minutes late, and 
taking his seat quietly, appeared to be in his usual health, 
when after exchanging a few words with some of his 
colleagues, he was seen to bow his head and settle down 
in his chair in a manner which betokened something 
seriously wrong. The doctor was summoned and arrived 
without delay and everything that human aid could 
devise was done, and done quickly, but without avail. 

In the presence of death, business could not be 
resumed, and reverently laying his body on the table, 
until it could be removed to the home he had so recently 
left, they dispersed under a sense of the Uttleness of much 
that mankind is apt to esteem too highly until a sudden 
glimpse of eternity places men and things in their true 
perspective. An account of the sad event appeared in 
the Co-operative News for January nth, 1908, also in 
the Penistone and Stockshridge Express of even date. 
Suf&ce it to say, that he was greatly beloved by his fellow 
committee-men and highly respected by all who knew 
him. ' 

The printer, however, reminds us that the book is 
not to " outrun the constable," and we can only linger 
for a moment or two in front of the space devoted to 
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"Secretaries." The face of Mr. W. T. Beesley is the 
one we gazed upon when he left this valley thirty-two 
years ago, and though fortune has been very kind to 
him, and prospered him beyond many of his contemporaries, 
yet, methinks, he has known no happier days than those 
he devoted to the service of his fellows when his leisure 
was spent in the Sunday School and at the Co-operative 
Stores. To the writer he was a prince amongst Sunday 
School teachers, and the addresses he gave were always 
of more than ordinary interest. The record and manner 
of his service are fully set forth in the Appendix. 

The central figure is an excellent likeness of Mi. John 
Cutts Kenworthy, a gentleman well known throughout 
the movement as an able and ardent worker of many 
years standing. Previous to his election to the position 
of secretary of the Stocksbridge Co-operative Society, 
he had devoted nearly forty-three years of his life to the 
service of Messrs. Samuel Fox and Co. Limited, Stocks- 
bridge Works, where he commenced work as a fatherless 
lad at the tender age of seven years. The only recognition 
he has yet received of such an honourable career is a 
small but handsome oak writing cabinet with a suitable 
inscription which he cherishes, in an especial manner, 
as being largely the outcome of the esteem his character 
had inspired amongst the many young men who came 
on the staff during the last two years of his connection 
with this celebrated firm. He is very populai with 
young men wherever he goes, they are attracted to him by 
the freshness and purity of his nature, and the utter 
absence of pretentiousness in any form whatever. 

When the Co-operative Wholesale Society gave a 
three days' exhibition in the Public Hall at Stocksbridge, 
commencing November 15th, 1906, the Penistone and 
Storksbridge Express in commenting upon its usefulness 
as a good illustration of what co-operation can do, and 
is destined to do, in the way of production, referred to 
our secretary in the following terms : — 

" Mr. J. C. Kenworthy is well known in co-operative 
circles all over the country, as, in addition to being 
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on the Committee of Management at Stocksbridge, 
he is Statistical Secretary to the South Yorkshire 
District Conference Association. Mr. Kenworthy has 
also taken a most active part in local affairs, being 
until recently a member of the Urban District Council. 
He is the secretary and most active member of the 
local branch of St. John's Ambulance Society, and 
local secretary for the Royal Lifeboat Institution, 
and a member of the Sheffield Committee. Indeed, 
Mr. Kenworthy is, and has been, one of Stocks- 
bridge's most active workers, and considerable regret 
was felt when he decided to retire from the onerous 
office of Urban District Councillor a short time ago." 

It was said many years ago by one who ought to 
know, that " A prophet hath no honour in his own 
country," and when we think of all the obstacles that 
have to be surmounted in the cauldron of village life, 
with its religious prejudices and petty jealousies seething 
around the man who strives to stand firm in his own 
convictions of what is right and true, it surely cannot 
be wrong to draw aside the curtain and allow the outside 
world to offer its testimony to the worth of those indi- 
viduals who are too modest to regard their work as 
anything more than their simple duty. 

Mr. James Thompson, J. P., and A.C.I.S., of Ashton- 
under-Lyne, who has been secretary of the Working- 
men's Co-operative Society in that town for nearly thirty- 
nine years, and secretary for over twenty-eight years of 
the Manchester District Co-operative Association, and 
is also chairman of the North- Western Section of the 
Co-operative Union, and late chairman of the Co-operative 
Secretaries' Association, having heard of our approaching 
Jubilee Celebration, wished to contribute an appreciation, 
on behalf of himself and other friends, of a man whom 
they delight to honour, if room could iDe found for it in 
the historical review they presumed would be pub- 
lished -.^ 

" I worked with Mr. J. C. Kenworthy, who is now 
II 
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your Secretary, on the North- Western Section of the 
Co-operative Union all the time he was a member of 
it. I have also had the pleasure and privilege of 
being his colleague on the Executive Committee of 
the Co-operative Secretaries' Association. The 
result of my close connection with him in the above 
and also District Association work has been not only 
to bind me more closely to him in affectionate regard 
but to disclose to myself and others his great 
abihties as an organiser and director of work. To 
him statistics, and detail work of every kind — which 
to many people is most objectionable — are simply 
fascinating. 

" The Co-operative Secretaries' Association owes 
its existence entirely to him. Others had seen its 
desirability, but it required the genius and tact of a 
J. C. Kenworthy to give it a habitation and a name. 
With regard to his work on the Co-operative Union, 
it is well known amongst us that his whole soul was 
thrown into the work and all the members were sorry 
to lose his wise and discreet assistance in all the 
difficult and important questions which claim their 
attention. Gaps like that left by his replacement 
are not easily filled. There are few men possessing 
more aptitude, enthusiasm, and ability for this kind 
of work than your respected Secretary. 

" The same may be said of his District Association 
work. The members of your Society will know of 
course how diligent and painstaking he has been as 
Statistical Secretary of the South Yorkshire District 
Association, and how he has again and again had 
the commendation of his colleagues for the character 
and excellence of his self-denying labours. There 
are no salaries attached to these positions. Indeed, 
I would sincerely congratulate your Society on 
behalf of the Movement in having secured the 
services of such a noble unselfish man as your 
Secretary. The interests of the Society, I can 
assure you, will be safe in his keeping, no one will 
rejoice more than he in its expansion and growth on 
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legitimate lines, no one will work harder to secure 
that stability which comes from a proper regard for 
what is due under the heads of Depreciation and 
the maintenance of a Reserve Fund. 

" His cheery and encouraging countenance and 
acceptable speech has laid a good foundation in 
many societies which will have its reward in years 
to come, but the thing nearest to my friend's heart 
is to see of the travail of his soul, at home, amongst 
his own. His many friends in the great world out- 
side your village greatly esteem him for the atmos- 
phere they breathe when in his company, they have 
caught the refrain in his heart which is the burden 
of many workers in the Co-operative Movement : — 

" If I find Hira, if I follow, 
What his guerdon here ? 
Many a sorrow, many a labour, 
Many a. tear." 
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Presidents since 1876, inclusive. 

Half Ycar 
Name. Ending. 

Amos Micklethwaite June, 1876, to June, 1880 

Edward Thickett Dec, 1880, to June, 1893 

William Conyers Dec, 1893, to Dec, 1894 

Edward Thickett June, 1895, to Dec, 1898 

William Conyers June, 1899, to June, 1900 

Joe Hepworth Dec, 1900, to Dec, 1903 

William Conyers June, 1904, to June, 1906 

Joshua Pyrah J^^ne, 1907, to June, 1910 

The following members acted as " President " in the 
years named, according to an old letter book I have 
seen : — 

Henry Hall, in 1861. Benjamin Radley, in 1867. 

James Roebuck, in 1868. 

The office of Treasurer was filled by Mr. Joseph Hay- 
ward from the commencement until 1865, when we finti 
Mr. John Jeffeiy acting in that capacity. Mr. John 
Haigh was appointed in 1866, and appears to have con- 
tinued in that office until 1873, in which year a banking 
account was opened. 



^'.^■^'^ 




Ip)resf5ents 

Since 1876, Inclusive. 
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Secretaries, 1860-1910. 

When the Society was in course of formation during 
the first six or eight months of i860, Mr. Isaac Patterson 
acted as secretary pro tern., and it is probable that Mr. 
Ben Longden assisted in a similar capacity. 

Half Year 
Name. Ending. 

WilUam Dyche Dec, i860 

John McKinnon June, 1861, to Dec, 1864 

George Ashby Helliwell June, 1865, to Dec, 1866 

John Williams June, 1867 

WilUam T. Beesley Dec, 1867, to June, 1868 

Joseph Moxon Dec, 1868, to June, 1873 

WiUiam T. Beesley Dec, 1873, to Dec, 1876 

Joseph Moxon June, 1877, to Dec, 1906 

Henry Peace June, 1907, to Dec, 1907 

John Cutts Kenworthy June, 1908, to June, 1910 

N.B. — In preparing the balance sheet for June, 1862, 
Mr. John McKinnon was assisted by Mr. John J. Fox, an 
accountant from Sheffield. 
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Auditoi-s, 18604910. 



Half Year 
Ending. 



John Eastwood, Isaac Patterson June, 1861 

Isaac Patterson Dec, 1861 

N. Buchanan, Pubhc Accountant, Sheffield ..June, 1862 

Alfred Allot, Public Accountant, Sheffield ...Dec, 1862 

N. Buchanan, Public Accountant, Sheffield ..June, 1863 

F. McNamara, George Ashby Helliwell Dec, 1863 

F. McNamara, George Ashby Helliwell June, 1864 

George Ashby Helliwell, F. McNamara Dec, 1864 

Isaac Patterson, F. McNamara, also N. 

Buchanan, Public Accountant, of Sheffield. .June, 1865 

Isaac Patterson, F. McNamara Dec, 1865 

Isaac Patterson June, 1866, and Dec, 1866 

WiUiam Thomas Beesley ..June, 1866, and Dec, 1866 

William Thomas Beesley ..June, 1867, and Dec, 1872 

William Thomas Beesley June, 1873 

Joseph Moxon June, 1867, and Dec, 1867 

Samuel Spencer Dec, 1867 

William Dyche June, 1868, to June, 1871 

George Hepworth June, 1868, to Dec, 1889 

Henry Peace Dec, 1871 

Henry Peace June, 1872, and Dec, 1873 

Henry Peace June, 1874, and Dec, 1874 

Henry Peace June, 1875 

Henry Peace June, 1890, and Dec, i8go 

Henry Peace June, 1891, to Dec, 1893 

Robert Lievesley Dec, 1875, to June, 1881 

Henry Jones Dec, 1881, to June, 1904 

Joseph Shaw June, 1894, to June, 1905 

Stephen Bradwell June, 1904, to June, 1905 

John Knowles June, 1905 

Messrs. Appleby and Wood, of Deansgate Arcade, 
Manchester, Chartered Accountants and Public Auditors 
under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act of 1893, 
were appointed auditors of our Society in 1905, and are 
still acting in that capacity. 




HutJttors. 




A 





SI*'' 



tl*^ 



•B^f'^ 



,V<-B^^- 




Henry Jones, J.P 
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Membei-s of Committee of Management, 1860-1910. 

Provisional Committee, i860. 



George Batty. 
Joseph Hayward. 



John Eastwood. 
Isaac Patterson. 



Names of Members who signed the Old Rules of i860. 

William Dyche. Henry Hall. 

Joseph Hayward. Joseph Walton. 

Names of Members who sij/ned the New Rules of 1863. 

George Batty. Joseph Hayward. 

William Dyche. Thomas Marshall. 

John Eastwood. George Matthews. 

John Haigh. John McKinnon. 



Names of Members who served on the Committee of 
Management previous to 1876, compiled from the notes 
of conversations the writer has had with some of the 
old members. 



Henry Booth. 
William Briggs. 
Isaac Crossley. 
Benjamin Grayson. 
John Hey. 
Joe Hepworth. 
John Jeffery. 
Thomas Marsden. 
F. McNamara. 
John Oldfield 
Joseph Pickford. 
Isaac Patterson. 



F. Broadhead. 
W. T. Beesley. 
F. Drabble. 
A. Garlick. 
J. Hell) well. 
J. Hoyle. 



1876. 



Benjamin Pearson. 
James Roebuck. 
Benjamin Radlej'. 
George Robinson. 
John Simpson. 
Samuel Spencer. 
Albert Schofield. 
William Senior. 
Joseph Sheldon. 
T. G. Thickett. 
John Webb. 
Thomas Winnard. 



S. Marshall. 
A. Micklethwaite. 
R. Naylor. 
J. Roebuck. 
W. Sanderson. 
R, Wormleighton. 




Jubilee Building, Stocksbridge, opened May 6th, 19K 
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T. Blake. 

W. Bramall. 

F. Drabble. 

J. Hirst. 

J. Helliwell. 

W. Leather. 

A. Micklethwaite. 



T. Blake. 

J. Brearley (senior). 

W. Bramall. 

D. Dyson. 

J. Eyre. 

A. Garlick. 

T. Blake. 
S. Bradwell. 
J. Cheetham. 
J. Eyre. 

A. Garlick. 

B. Kenworthy. 
W. Leather. 



S. Bradwell. 
I. Cheetham. 
J. Eyre. 
J. Hickinson. 
B. Kenworthy. 
W. Leather. 
J. Moxon. 



S. Bradwell. 
I. Cheetham. 
J. Hickinson. 
B. Kenworthy. 
W. Leather. 



1877. 



1878. 



1879. 



1880. 



1881. 



J. Moxon. 

S. Marshall. 

J. Micklethwaite. 

R. Naylor. 

W. Sanderson. 

E. Thickett. 

R. Wormleighton. 



J. Hirst. 

W. Leather. 

J. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

H. Peace. 

R. Wormleighton. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

J. Moxon. 

H. Peace. 

W. Sanderson. 

W. Whitlam. 

R. Wormleighton. 



A. Micklethwaite. 
J. T. Nichols. 
H. Peace. 
W. Sanderson. 
E. Thickett. 
R. Wormleighton. 



J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 
H. Peace. 
W. Sanderson. 
E. Thickett. 



S. Bradwell. 
I. Cheetham. 
J. Hickinson. 
B. Kenworthy. 
W. Leather. 



S. Bradwell. 
I. Cheetham. 
J. Glenn. 
B. Kenworth}-. 
W. Leather. 



S. Bradwell. 
L Cheetham. 
J. Glenn. 
B. Kenworthy. 
W. Leather. 



B. Donkersley. 
D. Fanshaw. 
J. Glenn. 
B. Kenworthy. 
R. IJeveslej'. 
W. Leather. 
J. Moxon. 



B. Donkersley. 
D. Fanshaw. 
B. Kenworthy. 
R. Lievesley. 
J. Moxon. 
A. Micklethwaite. 



'PENDI: 

1882. 


X. 




. Moxon. 




^ . T. Nichols. 




L Peace. 




W. Sanderson. 




E. Thickett. 


1883. 






J. Moxon. 




J. T. Nichols. 




H. Peace. 




W. Sanderson. 




E. Thickett. 


1884. 






J. Moxon. 




J. T. Nichols. 




H. Peace. 




W. Sanderson. 




E. Thickett. 


1885. 






J. T. Nichols. 




H. Peace. 




D. Roebuck. 




S. Spencer. 




W. Sanderson. 




E. Thickett. 




E. Wilhs. 


1886. 






J. T. Nichols. 




H. Peace. 




S. Spencer. 




E. Thickett. 




E. WiUis. 
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I. B agnail. 
B. Donkersley. 
D. Fanshaw. 
J. Glenn. 
B. Kenworthy. 
J. Moxon. 



1887. 



A. Micklethwaite. 
J. T. Nichols. 
H. Peace. 

D. Roebuck. 
S. Spencer. 

E. Thickett. 



1888. 



I. B agnail. 
B. Donkersley. 
D. Fanshaw. 
J. Glenn. 
B. Kenworthy. 
J. Moxon. 



A. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

H. Peace. 

D. Roebuck. 
S. Spencer. 

E. Thickett. 



B. Donkersley. 

M. Dyson. 

B. Kenworthy. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

M. Miller. 

A. Moxon. 



i88g. 



J. Moxon. 
H. Peace. 

D. Roebuck. 
S. Spencer. 
W. Sanderson. 

E. Thickett. 



B. Donkersley. 

M. Dyson. 

J. Holling. 

W. Longford. 

M. Miller. 

A. Micklethwaite. 



1890. 



A. Moxon. 
J. Moxon. 

D. Roebuck. 

E. Thickett. 

B. Warner. 



B. Donkersley. 
M. Dyson. 
J. Holling. 
W. Longford. 
M. Miller. 



1891. 



A. Micklethwaite. 
J. Moxon. 

D. Roebuck. 
W. Sanderson. 

E. Thickett. 
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1892. 



W. Conyers. 
B. Donicersley. 
M. Dyson. 
J. HoUing. 
J. Moxon. 



I. B agnail. 
W. Conyers. 
B. Donkersley. 
M. Dyson. 
A. M. Farnie. 
J. Rolling. 
J. HelUwell. 



I. Bagnall. 

W. Conyers. 

M. Dyson. 

A. M. Farnie. 

J. Helliwell. 

J. C. Kenworthy. 

W. Conyers. 

M. Dyson. 

A. M. Farnie. 

J. Helliwell. 

J. C. Kenworthy. 

J. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 



W. Conyers. 

A. M. Farnie. 

J. C. Kenworthy. 

M. Miller. 

A. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 



1893. 



1894. 



1895. 



1896. 



M. Miller. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

D. Roebuck. 
W. Sanderson. 

E. Thickett. 



A. Micklethwaite. 
M. Miller. 
J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 

D. Roebuck. 
J. Sampson. 

E. Thickett. 



M. Miller. 

J. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

J. T. Nichols. 

J. Sampson. 



M. Miller. 
A. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 

D. Roebuck. 
J. Sampson. 

E. Thickett. 



J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 

D. Roebuck. 
J. Sampson. 

E. Thickett. 
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1897. 



W. Conyers. 
M. Dyson. 
A. M. Farnie. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 
M. Miller. 
A. Moxon. 



W. Conyers. 

M. Dyson. 

T. Firth. 

J. Rolling. 

J. C. Kenworthy. 

J. Moxon. 

W. Conyers. 

M. Dyson. 

J. Moiling. 

J. Helliwell. 

J. C. Kenworthy. 

A. Micklethwaite. 



J. Aspinall. 
W. Conyers. 
A. M. Farnie. 
J. Hattersley. 
J. Rolling. 
J. Helliwell. 
J. Hepworth. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 

J. Aspinall. 
A. M. Farnie. 
J. Hattersley. 
J. Hepworth. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 
A. Micklethwaite. 



1898. 



1899. 



1900. 



1901. 



A. Micklethwaite. 
J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 
J. Sampson. 
E. Thickett. 



A. Moxon. 

M. Miller. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

J. T. Nichols. 

J. Sampson. 

E. Thickett. 



A. Moxon. 
M. Miller. 
J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 
E. Thickett. 



J. Moxon. 

M. Miller. 

A. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

J. T. Nichols. 

D. Roebuck. 

E. Thickett. 



J. Moxon. 
M. Miller. 
J. T. Nichols. 

D. Roebuck. 

E. Thickett. 
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1902. 



J. Aspinall. 
M. Dyson. 
J. Grayson. 
J. Hattersley. 
J. Hepworth. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 



J. Moxon. 

A. Micklethwaite. 

M. Miller. 

J. T. Nichols. 

E. Thickett. 



190.3. 



J. Aspinall. 
M. Dyson. 
T. Firth. 
J. Grayson. 
J. Hattersley. 



J. Hepworth. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 
M. Miller. 
J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 



190^. 



J. Aspinall. 
W. Conyers. 
M. Dyson. 
J. Grayson. 
J. Hattersley. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 



F. U. Laycock. 
M. Miller. 
J. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 
J. Pyrah. 



1905- 



J. Aspinall. 
W. Conyers. 
M. Dyson. 
J. Grayson. 
J. Hattersley. 



J. Aspinall. 
W. Conyers. 
M.* Dyson. 
J. Grayson. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 
J. E. Leather. 

13 



1906. 



J. C. Kenworthy. 
J. Moxon. 
M. Miller. 
J. T. Nichols. 
J. Pyrah. 



M. Miller. 
J. Moxon. 
A. Moxon. 
J. T. Nichols. 
J. Pyrah. 
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1907. 



J. Aspinall. 
A. Anderson. 
E. H. Atkin. 
M. Dyson. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 
J. E. Leather. 



A. Moxon. 
M. Miller. 
J. T. Nichols. 
J. Pyrah. 
H. Peace. 



J. Aspinall. 
A. Anderson. 
E. H. Atkin. 
M. Dyson. 
T. Howson. 
J. C. Kenworthy. 
J. Kenworthy. 



1908. 



J. E. Leather. 
G. Morris. 
A. Moxon. 
M. Miller. 
J. Pyrah. 
F. Rodgers. 



1909. 



A. Anderson. 
J. Aspinall. 

E. H. Atkin. 

F. Brown. 

J. E. Drabble. 
M. Dyson. 
A. M. Farnie. 
T. Howson. 



J. C. JKenworthy. 
J. E. Leather. 
A. Moxon. 
W. Moxon. 
J. Pyrah. 
F. Rodgers. 
W. Sheldon. 
C. Webster. 



E. H. Atkin. 

F. Brown. 

J. E. Drabble. 
A. M. Farnie. 
T. Howson. 



1910. 



J. C. Kenworthy. 
J. E. Leather. 
W. Moxon. 
J. Pyrah. 
C. Webster. 
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[Copy OF 

BALANCE SHEET 
BAND OF HOPE 

STOCKS 
For the Half- Year ending 

CASH 

Receipts. £ s. e. 

To Balance in hand, Christmas, i860 118 16 9I 

Cash received for Goods : — £ s d 

Grocer 1952 14 o 

Draper 279 19 5 

Butcher 684 i 11 

Carter 25 18 

2942 13 4 

Contributions 306 o 6^ 

Propositions 4 5 o 



Law Books 7 o 

Discounts 11 13 7 

Cask 16 o 



310 5 b\ 
12 16 7 



£3384 12 3 
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No. 2]. 
OF THE 
CO-OPERATIVE STORES, 

BRIDGE. 

June 20th, 1861. 



ACCOUNT. 



Disbursements. £ s. d. 

By Cash paid for Goods : — £ s. d. 

Groceries 1966 3 8 

Drapery 333 14 H 

Butcher 675 13 g 

Carter ig 3 4 

^ . „ 2gg4 15 34 

Carriage, &c 41 3 5J 

Wages g3 4 5 

Rents 12 10 

Rates and Coals on 7 

Horse Expenses 3 13 11 

Licenses, &c.. Green Moor. . . o 10 o 

Fixed Stock Additions 23 10 8J 

Incidentals i g 7 

176 13 8 

Interest Money, &c 3 2 g 

Dividend on Capital at Christ- 
mas 21 g loj 

Withdrawals 2 ig g 

Interest on Purchase Money 

to Members at Christmas . . 32 3 g 

59 16 zi 

Invested in Land 70 o 

Invested in Bricks 50 

120 o 

Cash in Treasurer's hands 33 7 2 



/;3384 12 



12 



* 
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GENERAL 

Liabilities. £ s. d. 

To Members' Claims 603 4 

Tradesmen's Bills : — £ s. d. 

Grocer 39 9 0^ 

Draper 43 6 8i 

82 15 9 

Balance 140 18 8 



£826 18 5 



PROFIT 



£ s. d. 

To Interest on Capital 10 7 o 

Depreciation of Fixed Stock 5 o o 

Proposal to pay Purchasers is. per Pound 

on £1813 .". 90 13 

Proposal to pay on Capital is. per Pound 

on £600 30 o 

Balance in hand 4 18 8 



£140 18 
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STATEMENT. 



Assets ;f s d 

By Cash in hand 33 7 2 

Goods in Stock : — £ s. d. 

Grocer 286 13 10 

Butcher 32 17 o 

Draper 206 19 8 

526 10 6 

Fixed Stock Account 82 16 o 

Do. Additions 27 4 9 

no o 9 

Cash in hand : — 

Grocer 10 o o 

Draper 10 o o 

Butcher 15 o 

Carter 2 o 

37 o 

Invested in Land 70 o o 

Do Bricks 50 o 

120 o o 



£826 18 5 



ACCOUNT. 



£ s. d. 

By Balance, Profit, brought down 140 18 8 



£140 18 



John Eastwood, 1 Auditors. 
Isaac Patterson, ) 
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A List ot the Earliest Shareholders. 



The following names have been copied from an old 
Contribution Book. The amount entered to the credit 
of each member is shown in the first column, which is 
headed " Total to August 27th, i860." 

This indicates that a summary of what may have been 
the first Contribution Book has been brought over into 
the New Book, and the names recorded therein may 
possibly stand in the original order of their application 
or allotment. 

It may therefore be accepted as a List of the Earliest 
Shareholders, and proves that the first balance sheet 
would be drawn up in December, i860. 

The first Contribution Book cannot be found and has 
probably been destroyed : — 

No. Name. Amount. 

i s. d. 

1 Joseph Calton 10 o 

2 Charles Ramsden i 5 

3 William Thorpe o 5 

4 George Flower 010 o 

5 John Hayward 5 o 

6 Benjamin Grayson o 10 o 

7 Thomas Marsden 5 o 

8 Henry Hall 2 o o 

9 William Swindell 2 

10 John Webb 5 o o 

11 William Whittaker i 10 o 

12 Joseph Pickford i 2 6 

13 Joseph Pickford (junior) .... i o o 

14 William Watts o 10 o 

15 William Pickford o 5 o 

16 Joseph Hayward 10 o 

17 George Batty 2 15 o 

18 Henry Siddons 5 

19 John Haigh 5 o o 

20 William Holden 2 o o Oct. ist. 

21 William Webster o 5 o 

22 Alfred Williams — 
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Xo. Name. Amount. 

£ s- d. 

23 Louis Shaw 6 

24 Thos G. Thickett i o 

25 Titus Marsden i 10 o 

26 George Briggs i 10 

27 Joseph Hinchliffe i o o 

28 Joseph Hoyle o 15 o 

29 John Dawson 5 o o 

30 James Roebuck o 5 o 

31 Joel Crookes — 

32 Isaac Patterson o 15 o 

33 James Pickford i o 

34 John Pickford 3 o o 

35 Samuel Spencer — 

36 Charles Hattersley 5 o o 

37 Joseph Wood 2 6 

38 Henry Booth (miner) o 10 o 

39 Joshua Illingworth 5 o 

40 William Newton (junior) .... 5 o o Sep. 3rd. 

41 Joseph Newton 5 o o Sep. 3rd. 

42 Joseph Burdon 5 o o 

43 Joseph Blake i 10 

44 Benjamin Radley. . . : 026 

45 Joseph Drabble (junior) i 5 o 

46 John Thornhill 8 o 

47 Amos Micklethwaite 2 o 

48 John Simpson 2 o o 

49 James Mate — 

50 Frances Brearley 5 o o 

51 William CUxby 3 o o 

52 WiUiam Briggs 5 o o 

53 Allen Garlick 2 o 

54 Joseph Beal — 

55 Abel Roebuck — 

56 Wright Garhck o 5 o 

57 » Caroline Thompson 5 o Sep. 3rd. 

58 James Thompson 5 o o Sep. 3rd. 

59 Jonathan Thompson 2 o o Sep. 3rd. 

60 Bessie Thompson 5 Oct. ist. 
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Amount. 

No. Name. r s. d. 

6 1 William Thompson — 

62 Samuel Marshall o 5 o 

63 Joseph Flower — 

64 Michael Macgan o 2 6 

65 Thomas Marshall 2 o o 

66 Henry Gariick o 5 o 

67 Joseph Gariick i 

68 John Pell 050 

69 Thomas Herbert o 2 6 

70 Walter Pickford o 5 o 

71 Charles Hinchliffe — 

72 William Addy — 

73 Joseph Walton 5 o o 

74 George Robinson o 2 6 

75 WiUiam Dyche i o o 

76 Martha Hoyle 12 6 

77 James Appleyard — 

78 Charles lUingworth 5 o 

79 John Barraclough 2 o o Sep. 3rd. 

80 Joseph Drabble (senior) .... 3 o o 

81 Martin Hawk i o o 

82 George Whittaker — 

83 James Walton 5 o o 

84 Joseph Moxon 2 o 

85 George Pears 2 7 6 

86 Joel Garrett 5 

87 Charles Buckley 5 o o 

88 John Dawson (junioi) 5 o o 

89 George Moorhouse 5 

90 Thomas Walton 5 

91 Richard Birkenshaw 5 o 

92 John Brearley 3 o 

93 William Birkenshaw 5 o o 

94 Mary Hay ward 5 o 

95 Joseph Gill 5 o o 

96 Joshua Illingworth (delver) . 2 10 o 

97 Joshua Wainwright 

98 rsa,ac Waterhouse .., 5 o o Sep. 3rd, 
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No. Name. Amount. 

£ s. d. 

99 Elizabeth Hoyle o 4 o 

100 J. Lewis Walton o 10 o Oct. ist. 

loi George Dawson 5 o o 

102 James Dawson 5 o o 

103 Mary Jubb i o o Sep. 3rd. 

104 Michael Garden — 

105 Hannah Earnshaw 5 o o Oct. ist. 

106 William Fawcett 5 o Sep. 3rd. 

107 Henry Booth o 9 o Sep. 3rd. 

108 John Gibson o 7 6 Nov. 5th. 

109 Titus Grayson — 

no Edward Taylor — 

111 Thomas King o 5 o Oct. ist. 

112 James Ellison o 4 o Oct. ist. 

113 Isaac Crossley o 2 6 Nov. 5th. 

114 James Hulse — 

115 William E. Hinchliffe o 3 o Dec. 3rd. 

N.B. — ^These 115 names constitute a complete list 
of those members who joined the Society during the 
year ending December 31st, i860, the first year of its 
existence. The blanks may indicate either a promise, 
not fulfilled, or a temporary withdrawal. The dates on 
the right hand register what may be the first payment 
in these particular instances. 
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A List of Members of the Stocksbridge Band of Hope 
Industrial Co-operative Society Limited, in December, 
1861, compiled, in alphabetical order, from the oldest 
Share Ledger that can be found : — 



Addy, James 
Booth, Henry (miner) 
Booth, Emma 
Booth, Ann 
Booth, Henry (striker) 
Batty, George 
Broadhead, John 
Broadhead, Sarah 
Bradley, Thomas 
Briggs, Wilham 
Briggs, George 
Blake, Joseph 
Burden, Joseph 
Brearley, John 
Brearley, David 
Brearley, Frances 
Brearley, Sarah 
Brook, John 
Buckley, Henry 
Button, David 
Bailey, Wilham 
Brammer, Edward 
Broadbent, Thomas 
Brownhill, Charles 
Birkenshaw, William 
Birkenshaw, Richard 
Barraclough, John 
Barraclough, William 
.Calton, Joseph 
Clixby, William 
Chapman, William 
Crossley, Isaac 
Couldwell, Henry 
Crossland, John 
Drabble, Joseph 



Drabble, Joseph (junior) 
Dawson, John 
Dawson, John (junior) 
Dawson, James 
Dawson, George 
Dyche, William 
Dal ton, John 
Eastwood, John 
Elhs, John 
Ellison, James 
Earnshaw, Hannah 
Evans, Robert 
Flower, George 
Fawcett, William 
Fawcett, Enoch 
Fawcett, George 
Fawcett, James 
Firth, Henry 
Grayson, Benjamin 
Grayson, Titus 
Godby, George 
Garrett, Joel 
Garrett, William 
Gill, Joseph 
Graham, Joe 
Garlick, Joseph 
Garlick, Allen 
Garlick, Wright 
Garlick, Henry 
Hayward, Joseph 
Hayward, Mary 
Hayward, John 
Hayward, Frank 
Haigh, John 
Hague, George 
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Hoyle, Joseph 
Hoyle, William 
Hoyle, Thomas 
Hoyle, Jonathan 
Hoyle, Elizabeth 
Hoyle, Martha 
Hall, Henry 
Hall, James A. 
Holden, William 
Hepworth, George 
Herbert, Thomas 
Hawk, Martin 
Howson, George 
Howson, William 
Hawley, Henry 
Hinchliffe, Joseph 
Hattersley, Charles 
Helliwell, Thomas 
Hirst, Thomas 
Hiist, Thomas (junior) 
Hirst, Samuel 
Hill, Benjamm 
lUingworth, Charles 
lUingworth, Joshua (farmer) 
lUingworth, Joshua (delver) 
Jubb, Mary 
Longden, Benjamin 
Lang, John 
Laythorpe, Robert 
Marshall, Thomas 
Marshall, Samuel 
Moxon, Joseph 
Marsden, Titus 
Marsden, Thomas 
Marsden, Thomas 
McKinnon, John 
Maegan, Michael 
Marsh, George 
Matthews, George 
Mate, John 



Mate, William 
Moorhouse, George 
Moorhouse, Elizabeth 
Micklethwaite, Amos 
Micklethwaite, Joel 
Newton, William (junior) 
Newton, Joseph 
Pickford, Joseph 
Pickford, Joseph (junior) 
Pickford, William 
Pickford, James 
Pickford, John 
Pickford, Walter 
Patterson, Isaac 
Pears, George 
Pell, George 
Poole, George 
Pearson, Benjamin 
Potter, Samuel 
Ramsden, Charles 
Radley, Benjamin 
Robinson, George 
Rusby, William 
Rhodes, WilUam 
Roebuck, James 
Roebuck, Abel 
Roebuck, Joseph 
Staples, Robert 
Simpson, John 
Swindell, William 
Siddons, Henry 
Schultz, C. 
Shaw, Louis 
Steel, Robert 
Stevenson, William 
Sanderson, Elizabeth 
Thorpe, William 
Thickett, Thomas G. 
Thornhill, John 
Tingle, Walter 
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Turner, John 
Thackeray, William 
Thackeray, Joseph 
Thompson, Bessie 
Thompson, Caroline 
Thompson, Jonathan 
Thompson, Richard 
Thompson, James 
Whittaker, William 
Whittaker, Benjamin 
Watts, William 
Walton, Joseph 
Walton, James 



Walton, Thomas 
Walton, J. Lewis 
Wg,lton, En OS 
Walton, William 
Walton, Mary Ann 
Waterhouse, Isaac 
Webb, John 
Webb, George 
Webb, Ann Maria 
Wood, Joseph 
Walker, Lewis 
Winnard, Thomas 
Williams, Alfred 



N.B. — The total amount carried over from the Con- 
tribution Book into this particular ledger to the credit 
of these 175 members, was £934. los. 7^d., or an average 
of £5. 6s. 9^d. per member. 

According to a " Shareholders' Register " commenced 
in 1863, the Society paid 5 per cent interest on capital, 
also a bonus of 4d. on every complete pound sterling 
invested, and a dividend on purchases. 




" Co-operation supplements .political economy by organising 
the distribution of wealth. It touches no man's fortune, it 
seeks no plunder, it causes no disturbance in society ; it gives 
no trouble to statesmen, it enters into no secret associations, it 
contemplates no violence, it subverts no order, it envies no 
dignity ; it asks no favour, it keeps no terms with the idle, 
and it breaks no faith with the industrious ; it means self-help, 
self-dependence, and such share of the common competence as 
labour shall earn, or thought can win, and these it intends to 
have." 

G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
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